
the State and the society in which we live, the imme- Botany, [o at least as great an extent as any other
diate and priccless blessing of social union and con- of the Natural Sciences, requires ta be tauglit ÉMaeti-
tentment." cally, if it is to bc taught with any real profit ta the

learner. If the pupil is to be tauglit Botany in thse
FnRST BooK 0: flO'rANY : being an Introduction ta dead of winter, solcly by means of text-books and

the Study of the Anatomy and Physiology af diagramns, he may acquire a parrot.like knowledge
Plants, by John H-utton B3alfour, F. R. S., Proies- of a number of technical tenus, but lic will assuredly
sor ai Batany in the University of Edinburgh. l'acquire nathing clse-except, perhaps, a disgust at
London : William Collins & Sons. tscience in gecral. If, on the other band, the Iead-
Now that the Natural Sciences are rapidly taking 1ing facts of Botany arc dernonstrated ta the lheginr r

their true place in the education of the young, it bas 1in the open fields, or by an appeal ta actual speci.
become a well rerognised ulecessity that schoals mens, hie wvill bc likcly ta gain some genuine ac-
should be able to abtain accurate elementary text- iquaintance wvith the subject, alang with same stili
baokg. Publishers are beginning [o manifest a keen 1mare valuable knowledge ai the scientific metbad oi
appreciation of the revolutian in educational matters jresearch, and some permanent and abiding love of na-
îvhich is quietly but surely taking place; and from al ture-studies. Sa long as the teacher does flot
sides we bave announcements aofafrthcaming manuals 1make bis text-book the bale agent in his teaching,
and text-books af Science. Professor Balfour's little WC cati cardially recomniend Dr. Baliour's littie
book is one ai a series ai elenientary Science-text- book. Its information is not imparted in the niost
books in course of issue by Messrs, Collins, and its attractive manner, but it is, at any rate, perfectly clear
appearance is creditable ta its publishers. Na de- 1 and entircly accurate-îualitie:, which cannat be toa
partmcnt ai Natural Science is better fitted ta be ibigbly estimnated in judging ai a wo'rk af this nature.
taught in scbools [ban ]iotany, and there is na lack 1As before remarked, alsa, it bas tlhe recammendation
of excellent hand-baaks an the subject. in paint aiofgrea brevity, and it [tts obtains a niost decided
af size, Dr. Baliour's wark is everytbing tlîat could advantage aver the excellent text-lhaa1,s ai Praiessor
be desired, not extending ta anc hundred and twenty Asa Gray.
pages, duodecimo. It is, also, in aur opinion, a
very ivise, if somewhat navel, arrangement, tbat tbe THE LAN 1) OF~ DESOLATION :being a personal nar-
wark is made ta treat exclusively ai Vegetable Ana- rative ai abservation and adventure in Greenland.
[amy and Physiology-the department ai classifica- By Isaac J. Hayes, M. DJ., Gold Medallist ai the
tion being rescrved for a second comnpanion volume. Royal Geograplîical Society, London, and of tbe
The style is plain ani cicar, and tlie illustrations are -Société de Geographie, Paris; honorary wember of
ail gaod. Thle chiei defect iu the book, intended as the Geagraphical Societit-s ai Berlin and ai Italy ;
it is, exclusivcly, for beginners, is that tbe subject 1 author ai "The Open Polar Sca, " " An Arctie
is treated with an excess ai dry detail. Tao B3oat Jaurney, " " Cast away la the CoId, " etc. lt-
mucîs space ini proportion is devoted ta a descrip- lustratcd. New X"ork:- Harper and Brothers.
tion ai the sfruc'urc ai the organs ai plants ; wvbilst If Dr. Hayes, arriving by nigbt at a Greenland inu,
far taa little is said about tbe fundions dis- and asking for a lied, lhad given ail bis titles, the an-
cbarged by~ these organs. In other words, there sîver ta him wvould probably bave been as it wae
are too many dry anatomicai details and not ta tbe Spanish Hidalgo, who gave aIl bis names :
enough ai the equally important and roucli more " Webaven't roons for balf ai yau. " Nevertheless,
interesting information as ta the ice af plants. ibis book is a pleasant, unaffccted, lively little book,
rI spite ai this deiect, baîvever, tbe i'ork m'ill and gives us, ver>' vividl>', the sensations and impres-
answer its purpose admirably in tbe bauds of a sions ai the Land ai Desolation. It is the record ai
good and thoraughl>' qualified teacher. It cannot a summer voyage %vith a party ai friends in the steamn
be tao strangly insisted, however, tbat tbe teacher yacht ai Mr. William Bradford, an eminent painter
canstitutes as important an element in the teaching ai Arctic scener>'. The party sougbt out ail that was
as the text-boak-. la tise bands ai anc flot suffici- most picturesque and striking in every way-pbota-
ently acquainted wvith the subject, and reiying for his grapbcd [thc northernniast human dwelling on the
knoWledge entirely upan books, Dr. Balfour's wvork globe b' tlie liglit ai the midnight sun, explored gla-
would be likely ta fail short ai its abject. In the ciers, saw [lie birth ai icebergs, cbased bears on the
hands af a rcally goad practical botanist, on the ice-did Greenland, in short, ta tbeir oWn and aur
otber band, tbe dry bancs ai tbis littie book would satisfaction. The plum of thc' baok-at once thse
be clotlied with flesh, and nsigbt be presented ta [lie most impressive scene and tlie snost exciting adven-
learner a5ýa living body and iiaL as a dead skeleton. turc, is the birtli ai an iceberg in thse fiord af Scrimnt-
It cannot, also, be tao strongly insisted upon that sialik- An iceberg is the extremity of a glacier
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