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YNTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

1THE INVITATION 0F CHRIST.

APRaî. il. MATT. \1 : 20-30.

~ESUS had at this tinie made Capemnaiim His
hcad-quarters, hence called in cli. 9 :1i, "'His

own city.> Compare Luke 10 :12-22. VS. 20,
21. Then began ke-a continuation of reflections
in the same strain as irnmediately precedcd. 7o
Upýbraid-to reprove and wvarn. The cities--of
Galilee. Mighty u'vorks-miracles, Acts 2 .22. They
repetited not-The object of bis teaching and
miracles was to produce repentarnce, Mark i : 15.
Woe unie thet I-a prophetic denunciation long
since literally fulfilled. Chorazin-a town on the sen-
shore about two miles from Capernaum. Bethsaida--
bouse of fish ; in the saine neîghbourhood, Lirth.
place of Peter, Andrew, and Philip. That no men-
tion is made in the Gospels of miracles wrought at
either of these places is easily explained, John 21:,
25. Tyre and Sidon-cities on the Mediterranean,
nortis of Palestine, noted for wealth, luxury and
irreligion - repeatedly overthrowvn, but at this
tinie rebuiît and flourishing. Would have repented
-were less criminal because their opportunities
wcre fewer. Christ had neyer preached in tliem.
Sackcloth aînd ashes-symbols of nîourning and re-
pentance, sec Jonali 3 : 5-9. VS. 22-24. Tolerable
-endurable. At the day ofjiddgmcnt-even their
material judgn-ents wcre less severe, for these
cities still exist : others are wliolly destroyed. But
the judgment of which -our Lord spcaks relates to
their responsible inhabitants. Thou Cajpernaum !
-most highly favoured of ail> by the residence and
works of Jesus. Shalt be brou&ht down-So liter-
ally fulfilled that even the site of it is uncertain.
Sodorn-now covered by the wvaters of thc Dead Sea,
see Gen. ch. i9. In the day of judgorent-the
judgment on the place had been fulfilled, that of its
people wvas still in thc future. VS. 25, 26. At that
time-continuing His discourse, Jesus ans7vered-
as though some one had asked rohy God should
treat. places so differently ? Z thaik thee-denoting
acquiescence in the law of Divine procedure to be
mentioncd. Hid these things-tlie knowledge of
saving truth by wbich proud sinners are condeinned
and humble believers justified. The wise-who
plume theraselves on their learning. Tht prudentl
-on their shrewdness, sec i Cor. 14. 2a. .Ezen
so Father--expressing concurrence in the dealing
of God, to be imitated by us when matters difficuit
of explanation arise. VS. 27-30. Ai things-the
whole administration of the Kingdom of grac,
John 3 : 35, and 17 ; 20, EpheS. 1 :22. Mo6 11an
knoweth, &c.-Christ, claiming equality withi the
Father, invests His invitation with a special mean-

ing. Come unto ME. Ait ye that labour-are
burdened with sin and sorrow. Take mi,' yoke-
enter My service.

LEARN the certainty of a judgment. That punisli.
ment will be proportioned to neglected privileges.
Tise Rcst w hich Christ gives makes ait yokes easy
anid burdens light. No one need hesitate to corne
to Hum, John 6 ; 37.-

-APRII. 18. MATTHIEW XIII1- 24.30, 37*43.

EVEN parables in this clix ',e were ail deli-
vered on the same occasion, wvhen Christ

0Wcommenced his second tour through Galilee,
see lesson for 4th April. So large wvas the multi-
tude, jesus entered a fishing boat by the shore
from which lie narratcd four of these parables. He
then retired into a house Nvh-e, having explained.
the meaning of the parable of the sowver tc> the
disciples, hie gave tliem the other three, vs, 44.50.
The parable of the Tares accounts for the existence
of evil in the world and declares that it is flot froin
God ; assuring us of His desire that the wvho1e
world shahli e saved, for "*the field is thse world.-"
Also of the continuance of the Church visible unto
the end ; of the everlasting reward of virtue, and
the eterrial punisliment of sirn. VS. 24-28. Another
parable-literally, a comparison;- a ravourite mode
of illustration used by the propliets, e. g., by
Nathan, 2 Samn. 12 :.1 :4, and which Our Saviour
now adopted, v. 34. The Xinga'om of hcaven-th e
newv order of things which Ile came to establi;h.
Good seted-tlie children of the Kingdom, v. 38--
born of the Spirit, 1 Pet. i : 2, 3. In hiifeld-
the world, v. 38. While mi;zcuskt-Tlie devil
chooses his opportunity, when people are off ther
guard. Bis eneny-the enemy of Christ and of
souls. Tares-a. poisonous and troublesome weed,
resembling whleat, while growing. The tares in
this p arable are the children of the wickcd one,
v. 38. Went his way-Error and sin need no
tending : once sown in men's hearts they grov
easily and rapidly. The servdants-tse husband-
men-ministers and teacliers. This well expresses
their surprize and anxiety at finding false brethren
in the Churcli. An enemjy-Christ does flot blame
the servants. Let us be careful whom we censure.
VS, 29, 3o. But he said nay-Do not judge tou
hastily. "Ve shaîl know them, by their fruits,"
ch. 7 : 16. Let bolth gi-&w-there will always be
hyri«tes in the Church. 1 roil say,-thc bouse-

hoder-representing the Son of Man, vs. 37 : for,
see John 5 -22. Galher Met tares-He himself will
see to the separation of the false from the true,
ch. 25 ; 46. Bind thern-Associates in sin shall
be companions in punishinent. Mfy barn-ganary
-Take speciaî note of Christ's interpretation, see
ch. 3 . 12. Vs. 37-40. le that soweth- Christ is the
source of ail good ir. regenerate men, John 14 : 6.
Mbinister's are his instruments, i Cor. 3 : 6-7. Tlie
zvorld.-all mankind. Children of the Ki-ngdon-
truc believers. Thte enerny-te devil, who temnpts
and ruins men. The rca.ftès-angels are represented
as accompanying Christ to jutlgment, Matt. 16: 27.
In the ena'-when Christ shall corne. Vs. 4r :4-.
That offend-put stumbling blocks in the way of
others. Furnace of A're- intollerable suffering.
Wailing and-gnashing -expressive of rage, im-
patience and dispair, Acts 7;- 54. Shiai Ilhe right-
cous shipze-with a glory hitherto obscured. Wh&-
hath ears-T his parable is addressed to every one,
as mucli as to these disciples.

GOLDE.N TEXT-YW harz'est ùie e tnd of the
'oorld. Matt. 13 ,39.

Zbc qvbtzit aud Ibe z5am.


