THE PRESBYTERIAN.

“1 fear I shall prove imputient, and thas dishun- j far frum what it should be, cad T realise, nlso,

our Him whu sflords me His grucions  presence
N, nad pracass to be vl we e the valley
of the ahsduw of death, for nuw st is no were then
shadow.”

We clused the interview wah solemn prayer
that the grest Auther of vur meroes vould con-
tnue  affund tha faveur to s servant, would
impress ezch of vus annds vl the soleimu reab-
ties uf eternily, teach us the full valve of pardun-
ing mercy, and ensble us at the last to commend
our sqals into the bands of the Locd Jesus Cheust.
We then left hun, and in a few hourshe departed
hience to another world in the full expectation
of the juys of eternity.  Noting exciting 1o such
& narrative, but how full of blessedness!

BREADTH OF HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY,

The preat evil of sin and the great responsi-
bility of the sinner have their proper measure in
tho mnfinite cxcellonce and the infinite clatms of
the God sinned against. Bui ituay bave an
affocting ilustration in the fact that the sinner 15
respunaible not only tu God, but te uilinteliigent
beings iu the Uniyerse, whe heve & common in-
terest in the obedience of all God's subjects.  All
tre so buund together under wie Head that the
sin, thatisuimed at the Head, does violence to alt.
Aud, if que member suffer, &ll suffer with i¢.  If
«ar obligstions bind us to the Maker and Ruler
uf the Lairerse, they bind us in a seose to overy
creature of the Universe.

An immortal and cespansible existence, piven
to us a3 parts of G Ad's woral kingdum, rubjects
us tr be treated as cuniributing an influence to
advance the wenl or wo of the whole. Andg, since
Gud hias given us jmwortel minds, destined to
eudfess expansion under His government, ond
capable of taking-in un swount uf juy or we be-
yuaud ult our preseat comprehension, it is nothing
out of praportion for the sinuer to bo treated as
if hie Jwero respomible, not only to God fur the
wiolence done to His suthority, but also to all in-
telligent ervatures for the njurious results of
»in, actual or pussible, upon therr interests.

This view oy 0id 1o extend our conceptions
of the evil of sit just as 2 suerey of the vastness
of the Creation way help us 19 think of the -
measity of the Creator. And yet, after olf has
boen said, the great maligoity «f sin, yex, its
grent tengih and breadch, consists in its violation
of Diviue authority und infinite excellence. This
is 5o great that the comparizon extinguishes the
siliee, and forces us to say, * Against Thee, and
"Thee only, hizse 1zinned, and doie this wiilia
‘Thy sighs.”

A FRAGMENT.

* You will never be 2oy tung but o helfiwnay
Christian, then, John,™

“ Nonsease, Willinm, you are too strict by
half, I wonder baw many profe-sars of rel:igion
in this place come uy 10 your mark?”

* To my watk! 1t is oot my mark by any
megns.  The standand is that of the Lord Jesus
Chrst: and we hisve no reason to behieve curselves

Chrstizas, ualess we moke His standard oura | fnd the band of God beavy upos usin some

alsa.

* But what will you do with the maay members |
of churches, who are far enough frowm lving os '

yuu counsel ¥ You don’t intend, T sappose, tocost ! shuiting up every way of cwape that shereis

away the greatest of the Christian virtues, char-

ity, and condemn (hem in nonass (o perdition §
on , s

Tou scem a0 determined 10 e Wfter the straitest

w0zt of the Pharisces that 1 really fear you way | the Church's schemes of benevolence.

be drawa into the sin of judging others unchar-
itably.”

* There may
the eantion.
deawn ianto this sin, and I hape by Divine favour

be danger, and 1 thank you for

10 be preserved from its influence.  Bay we are | hope for relicf, and even that will nat open to

a3 much bound, o far sx oot opportanitics allow,
to judge corrcctly as 1o judge charitably of

will sirive 10 waich apainst being | be grmcinak, and His merey had clean gone for

i

that, i any respect I ane better than uthers, §
God slooe hos made meto ilffer.  Stdl T beheve,
ne wrong the csuse of our Master, when we
regand those as Chirsstinas who full cery farshort
of the Bible staadard.  Cecd says, that there are
sutne who Juudly sas shat they ure not whamed
of the Guspel of Chrisy, but he adds hat the
Guspel way well be ashamed of thend”

= that is true, Tom sure, with regard to some
professars v the rehgion of Jesus,  But on the
other hand some may be condemned for their
neediess singularity” .

“ Very few, vory few indeed 1f tus stngularity
consists in o constant seeking after God, and
e faithful and self-denying obscrvance of all
duties toward their fellow.-men. It is the incon-
sistent professor who is commonly condemned,
evee by those whose hearts are emtirely shenated
from Lod.  You do not often hear the language
of censure nEplicd to the humble, devated Chris-
ttan, whose heart 15 full of love to God and man.
Such on one commends respect, and obtawns ¢ |
more or Jess from gll.  He, and such a3 he, are
“ the salt of the carth,’ * the hight of the world,” |
sdvanciag the cause of thar Disine Master, even
mare by their haly, consistery hife than by ther
wards of solemn wurning and judicious counsel.”

The two friends separated, but the topic of con-
versation was not forgotten by cither.

e o —— i~

GOD'S SMITTEN ONES.

Oae of the hardest of al} the graces which e
child of God is called upon to exerciseis sub-
mission under afflictive providences. Compara-
tively casy i1t to do the will of God as regards
active Chnistian duties. We can overcome nats
ura! ineriness, sod tutor ourselves to visitiug |
tho sick, histnbuting tracts, teaching in the Sab.
bath-school, and co-operaung 1o vansus bener-
alent enferpnscs with comparatively hitle &f-
Sculty. At the outaet, indred, we may prefer to
have our time occupied with secular employ-
ments, or the intervals devated to selfandul.
gence; but, God's grace hdiping us, these hmn-
drances can oc dvercome, and even good-doing
may by habit becamne in same senso natural to |
ux. I isike suffering of God's mghteous  will, |
which is the handest trial to which our ponr hu- {
manity is satjected. Here itis that faith and y
patience mect their severest tests.

A very different thing it is to endure languor ¢
and bodily turtuse week after week from gotng §
cvers Sabhath morning to teach an hour in the |
Sabbath-school. A very different thing st is to
see the dear objects of our heart’s affections
sickening, languishing, passing thmugh the slow ¢
but certzin pragress 10 the grave, and at last !
disgppearing away oot of sight here for ever; o,
what is wone, to see them still living. to suifer |
and suffer on, by strange and mystentous visita-
tions, 8 thousand deaths—very different is this
frum making an oceasiansl visit to friends in !
trouble, oF from seattering a fow tracts fram door
to door amoag the destitute. A very different |
thing it ix, to find all our cherished plans broken. ,
in upon uotd the very ahject, for which e had |
been laid ont, seems o be witerly defeatrd—1t0 |

visitation, which eats &t 2 cauker-worm into the
depths of the soul, blasting every joy, leawng
scarca any thing carthly to lire for, and vet so

no rescurce bat just ta stand still and eadare—
very different is this fram oll the active offuris
we couid be called on to pat furth in helping on

And yer, even under trials severe as these ey
be-—shotting up the Christian until he can see
no hight, until be feels a3 if God had furgniien tn
ever—until the grmvo seems to offer the only
recrive him—even here grace can help the suf-
feser. Fierco fres, such a3 are these, may alarm, t

otkers. I knuw that my own cheracter is very  or &M nith disconrapement &nd dismay  the

63

shrinking believer, but the flames shall anly con-
sumo sway his druss, and not 8 husr of his head
shall be huet.  Ged's grace has sufficed for apos-

y Hes, murey rs, wa) worn gad tesapesi-tassed saints

tnadl apes, so thad, in the end, sorrow has been
turned st juy; and that grace i sudi sil-suff-
cient und ever ready. A puwer Divine thers 1
in resosve, and ax the day i, su shalt strength bo
apportivned 1o Gud's afticted unes.  Prayer may
seetn almust 4 mockery, the promeses whe words,
and the writhing heart, oppressed to what seems
the last extreanity, feehng it ean bear no wmore,
and yel seeing no prospect of help, mway bo
templedd to impugn tho nghtecusness of God's
ways, and sit down in stupd despurr, but we
must remember that the darkest howr of the
night is often that which precedes the dawn—
thag, though God may secwnio tarry, He will
yet graciously reveai Himself—diat, though
“ weeping may endure for a mght, joy cometh tn
the morning."  Smuten one! hope thos iu God.
Thou shalt yet prasse Ihm.  Though the might
be long and dreary, the morning cumeth, Wait
patientiv, and the waters shall n¢ length subside,
and the rnbow of 2 covenant-keeping God shall
Humive the dark cluuds which have so bing been
pouring their fury upon you.—Erestiyteran,

GOING TO THBE GRAVE.

The paths which men tread in life are numer-
ous and diversified; and yet they bave one thing
n cammnon—they converge o a single point, and
that is the grove.

Whether we tread the dizzy heights of fams,
and hear the hosarnas of the multtade rolhing up
the mountain side, or move sn 1he valley unknow-
ing and unknown ; whether the heart be sad with
sorr¢w and the cheek pale with gref, or the song
ufon_!hc lip and gladness in the m ; whether
blessing or blighting, whether harming or helng
w the matter of man’s salvation ; wherever wo
mzy be, or whatever we may be doing, yet our
aleps are corstantly and inevitably teading to the
tomb,

* And our hrearts, thongh stont and brave,
&1L, Bke mufiled drums, are beatiag
Funeral marches to the grave.r

On 1he brow of the infant just asakening o con-
scious life, a mother smile its sunshine, a mother’s
tear 1ts dew-drop ; and upon that of the old man,
on which many a care has cast its shadow, and
many 3 grief graven its line; upon the brow of
the matron and that of the mawfen, of buoyant
Youth 26d strong manhood—on each is the simple
and solemn nscniplion, Gowng fo the grare.
Years are but asches sprung over our pathway to
the sepulchre; and how wany of vs, and fow
many thousands of our race, are now moving ta-~
der the last of these arches ¢ Every beating pulse
and every heaving breath tell us that some montal
has reached the goal of the grave, and Lkewise
warn us that we are treading paths which any

: eoment may have the szme tetrmnaton.

We would not beignorant of the fraslty of man's
hfe even without the teachings of God’s Word,
The wail of every mourner, the coffin and the
crzpe, the hearse und the funerat, the apened carth,
the mound and the graven marble of the oty of
the dead, the habshiments of mouming, the or-
phan’siearsand the widow’s desolabion, are every
day preachicg to us of man’s mertality. How
fearfol a thing 1s sin. which has fung 30 vast and
sa dark a shagow aver our present Iife! Yet there
comes 3 voice of hope, breaking throuzh the si-
lence of that ploamn, and thereshines from the
Cross a hght dissagating s darkness: 1 amihe
Resurrecionand the Lafe: be thagbelievethin Me,
though he were dead. yetshall be lne”  And
agan tt s declared by the dan of God, * Becavse
I live yeshall hive ala

if then hus bife be  lud i Chnst ;™ of the an-
chor of hix hope be Lirmly Gxed, » cntening o
that within the vail.”” why shovid the benever be
sad, o1 wash o retrace 3 single siep sa his march
1o the grave §

T knen of 3 hittle @, but seven years of age,
who. when brought 1o the hour o} death, as
mather and brothere and ssters, alangt hesn-



