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YRFSBYTERIAN UNION.

An; one who has hal much intercourse
with tl.» minis'ers and adherents of the
Parent Church in Siotland cannot fail to
bave observel that of l1at: years the cur-
rent of public opinion has set strongly in
favour of union. There is evidently a sin-
cere desire to forget and forgive the past,
and to lose sight of the little dJifferences
that separate gnod men from each other,
and hinder them fr :m working harmoni-
ously together. But, although we have
known that this state of things existed, it
is only of !ate that leading men have com-
menced to speak and to write on the sub-
ject. In thic number wi'l be found a con-
siderable portion of the address of the
Moderator of the Genera! Assembly of the
Charch of Scotland, in which it will be
secn that in his opinion the overtures for
union should proceed from the Church of
Scotland. We have also inserted in this
number an able article on the sutject of
Preshyterian Union in the Colonies from
the Church of Scotland *¢Record ™ for
June, which will be read with interest by
our readers; and we are sorry that we have
not roum in this number to insert a por-
tion of a pamphlet on the same subject,
recently published, wi h a preface by the
Rev. Norman McLeod, D.D. Itis strange
that, while the leading men in Scatlani
are coming out in favour of union, there
are in this country men, who, while very
loudly pro laiming their attach nent to the
Charch of Srotlaud, are very bitter in de-
nouncing union and its advocates. We
surely may hope that, when they carefully
consider the course of the Prent Church,
they will change their opinivn and comne
over to the side of union. Our readers
must have real with great pleasu.e in our
last nuinber the remarks of our own Mod-
crator on this subject in his closing ad:
dress to the Synod. There is much wis
dom and good sense in the observation- of
the Reverend Dloctor, and we differ very
litde from hin. We have always held
that union should be brought abuut by the

advice—certainly with the consent—of the
Mother Church. That this consent will
be given when the proper time urrives, no
one who has real the debates on the Aus-
tralian Univn can doubt. Buat we are
bound tv say that in our upinion the rizht
time has nat yet come, aud we would cau-
tion our friends in the country to Leware
of making any rash movement in this mat-
ter. Itis better for us to wait paiently
until the arrival of a more auspicious s-a-
s, and in the meantime let us continue
to discuss the question in a forbearving and
Chrristian spiiit, and to cherish towards
our brethren who are n«t yet united with us
the most friendly and frequent intercourse;
and by all means let us strenuvusly work
to build up and strenathen oar own por-
tion of the Church, asured that, the stron-
ger and the more effective we can nake it,
the better will be our position, and the
greater our power to do gowd. We cull.
the attention of our readers to an article
on union. signed “ Presbutero ,” beiug the
second which has appeared from the same
pen. We also call attention to a long ar-
ticle with a long postscript, sigued © Auld
Kirk,” in which our readers will find
union and s advecites denounced in
pretty roun. terms. 'We do not find fault
with any wan for the free and open ex-
pression of h's opinions; we claim that
tight for ourselves, and we wil ingly open
onr colamns to those who ditfer from us.
Bat it appears to us that this writer is
fighting with a shadew. N« one d.siresto
cram union down the throats o. either
ministers or people.  Unless the desire fur
union becomes very nearly unanim-ws,
no one should wish to sec iv accomy-1 h)
ed. As to teming our back. upon the
Mother Church, we can ouly repeat that
in our opinion the best frienads of the
Church of Scotlan!l in Canala—thosg
who will do most for her—are the union
min.  In regard to is biug incom-
petent for o« Chuarch Cowits to dis-
cuss this ques ion, we hold taat we ary an
independe.t Charch, and that we havo ap



