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Mgsionary Entelligence.

Kaxtraet from a Speech of ghe Bishop of Ozxford,
onthe subject of Church Missions, at Reading,
on Tuesduy evening, Nov. 17 1—
¢ It is quite impossible to conceive anything

wore clover, more astute, moro bxbausting to the

powers of the human mind, thau tlie muliplicity of
means, touching family life, touching political life,
touching eivil life, touching tho oivil law of nations,
touching, of course, pre-sminontly religious life,
than that whole serivs of expedients, and rites, and
arguments, and fucts, and arrangements by which
Rome had continued to deaw to itsolf, aa-the only
living ceutre of action and of thought, al} the ener.
gies of every poople that bud submitted themsolves
to her spiritual dodination. (Twud applause.) It
wa. ~ory much, indeed, like what you spoin the
autuma time, when you may perceive a vast, intri-
cato web langing from the side of one trce down to
tho shrub below, every ono of thoss eingle threads
conducting to the xame ceatral point, and that cen-
tral point with one single thread from it louding to
the place whero that cunning jnscct which has
devised the whole sits ready to bring its prosence
by an almost owvipresent readiness to every, part of
that groat welg,.s0 as to soize as its own- prey
that which comes into any portion of it. (Loud
a;:iplmse.) ‘L'bat is the bistory of what Rome was.

I don’t mean to say that there was not those con

nected with it- who were in mang respocts good.

There were. We never do the cause of truth, good

by undervaluing the other side. In times of great

barbarity~—in tiwes when robber chieftains disputed
with tyraanous subjects the command of all' thoso

Western kingdumy, no doubt thero was often a

shelter for the poor——a sheltor for the oppressed,

and a shelter for learning and virtue under this vast
colossal ccclesiastival power which hud been raised
up, and at that time was the only opposite influence
to the violonce and oppression which hud spread
itself’so widely over the earth. But we are here
to deal with one particular point. The effect of
this is to show you that Rome had drawn to itself
the whold machinery for discharging its great duty
on tho earth—the evangelising the world. Brery-
thing was to go- “rth.from. Rome. The whole
machinery was there. There was the body which
governed evorv attempt in every part of the world
t3 aend out + .ission to heathundom., It was the
centre of { amighty web. There could not come
from the Erplish Church, nor from the French

Church, por from the Belgian Church, any other

especial Church—there coutd not go forth any such

efforts, because each ono of those who was moved
to guch efforts was bound to go with those desiresto

Rome, as the fountaint head, to receive from Rome

his mission, and to go forth from Rome. Ay,2nd

remember that the people of Great Britain were
just a8 much possessed by that belief as any other
part of the world, that every great appeal went to
be settled at Rome, that every carnest man who was
desirous to_convert the heatben was drawn to Rome,
if he was judged worthy of the work, in order that
from Rome he might be sont forfh. And you will
sce that the whole machinery was moved from the
extromity. It was just like the little finger of & man
endeavouring to think for itsclf whether it should go

a journey to Brigheon ; if it did take such a step,

upquestionably* it would be crushed and severed

fiom the system. And so would any English Chris.

tian if ho dreamt at any time of devising such a

schemo as this without going back to the great cen-

tre : and the only result would have been that be
would be cut off from the great system. (A laugh,
aod applause,) Then, whea it ploased God in His
intinite merey to grant that a purer light of a yesto-
red faith should rise up in this our land, whes our
fathers, under the most wonderful leading of the
providence of God, shook off that vile yoke which
for 80 long a timo had foiled all our religious endes-
vours, the vary lust of one of the most profligate and
tyrannous of our monarchs that ever raled, by God's
wise and blessed Providence became the occasion of
favouring tho truc hearty love of a purer fith, which
at that time was slambering in the breasts of thou-
sands of his subjects. The power of the King did
no more do it thag does the pitchfork you put into
some smoking heap which the moment you move it
is ready to break into a flame—I say the Kiog no
more canred thot breaking forth of the purer faith
than the pitchfork caused tho bresking forth of the
flamo. The fire had been there slecping, it is mo-
ved, and then it Jeaps up with its thousand tongues
and illumisates the darkoess of the sky. It was
the pitchfork which moved the mass, and allowed
the slumbering firo to declare “itself. But mark
what followed:- Thero .came first of all years of

strogelo-for the new reformed and perfect Charch.™

‘The fires of Smitbfield every - now- and' then broke

out, seeking to destroy the bodies of thoss who held
the truth, and from thair fires lighting in the darkness
sround sprang the purer repetition of the one grest
bright ‘light of Christ's faith, ‘Then after that there
was thac mighty revolativn in the other direction, and
the country was torn asander by the return tu the
absolute and lawless form of relipion, which resented
all tixed faith and fixed morals, and would bave was-
ted itself in the barren assertion of the suty of indi.
viddals to be u Church in themselves instead of assom-
bling together under the faith of Cbrist’s won! and
Christ’s teaching. _And theso great waves volling up.
on the etrand, first one and then another, in their
blackness aceupted not only the oivil and temporal,
but the whols refigious wind of this coumry for gen-
crations of men, until they had come clear, as things
do come olrar, by tbe settiing down of the dregs, and
the exhaudtive process, by which it had, as it were,
cleared itselfl, as we know things do clear themselvus
when' they ferment, and cast the scum at the top, and
the dreps atthe bottom, and the good, eolid, sound
liquor comes out in the midvt. (Applause.) And s
it was with this peopl @ cf England, And then it was
tiat they began. to look.atound, and they found this,
that they hat no mission, no way of teaching the bea.
then man, thas they were spreuding the Gospel nor
where. And why ? Becaure, mark you, the machi.
nery was at Rome ; they bad never been used to do
anything for themeefves. And so when wue were cut
off irom that old Roman connection, .all the misiona-
ary labour which Litherto we had been ahls to -ute
wag.cus ¢ff from us by the same blow which severed
us from the corruptions of that greatly super:itious
body. And so thers was t.be formed sgain fot usa
Cuureh, a new machiuery through which this work of
Ctrist was to be carried ont. It was not until about
two ceuturirs ago, when this nation had ro0 setiled
down from all thosa vast turmoils and difficulties which
belong, first of all, to the old supersiitious fuith, aud
then to our wrenching ourselves irom it at the refur-
mation, that the minds of pood people began to turn
to the need of this external exwsition. And the frst
beginning of it was amonga few pious laymen of ths
Church of England. X am bound in justice to eay
that the.movement began with jive laitv rather than
witk the clergy. One man especially, of noble birth
—all honour to bim a¢ a philosophyr aud a Chyisitan
—a man ahead of bis generation by many degrecs—
Boyle by name—be was the original suzyester of the
Christian Kuowledge Society, which was the first be-
pinning of any movement in tbis our reforwed land,
among any sect or deuomination of Cbristians, for
spreading tbe truth among the heathen people abroad.
. . . .

4 And now let us tura to that part of the world
which fills so many bearis at the present time—the
great peninsula of India, Men used to talk of it as
possesring a population of 150,000,000, but the re.
cent attempts of our Government to enimate the po.
pulation bave shown that we cannot eimate it at
legs than 180,000,000, and it is very probable to afl
thoughtful minds that there are 200,000,000 :n that
great peniasuls, Hindostan., Iask yon, is not that a
fild large enough for us? Why, we raise in the
Church of Enpland for thess two great socict-es some
thing like £200,00C ayear. £200,000 ayear! and
200,000,600 of prople to whom to preach tue Gospel,
And remember, if the Gospel is to be preached, men
must be eent, and they must be supported, and there
must be books and meaas of tran:it. Therefors, yon
see our endeavours ave, as it were, but a drop in the
ocean of our waats, if yoa take but that one country
into account. But you may add to that the who's of
Africa, New Zeaiand, the labours that are fétiui-i!e
among the few remaining North American Ind:ans,
and many other places. We have these colonics and
dependencies, from which as centres of hght, from
which as gastisons of fai:h, there ought to go forth
on bebalf of Enpland and on bebalf -of England’s
Church a messaze of salvation, and the mpuntry of
ths Word converting the beatben to the faith of
Cbrist. Well, then, my Iriends, here is the great
cali to support th s society, and here isthe great field
for it to labour in. Iis instruments are those of the
Caurch of Euglacd, and nothing else. It belongs to
no particular colour or view n it It takes the great.
est care that its agents shall be the colour of the
Cuurch of England. (Loud applanse.) Instead of
leaving to any commjittee, who may represent this or
that colour, power of chooting missionaries, it leaved
to the two Archbishops of Cauterbury and York and
the Buhop of London-to ‘name from year to yesr
clergymen of the Chu¥ch of England—to be its mis-.

. os i JemL® ot e v SdTamatr Ky 5 - dvass ~
sionatiés, in order'that .there ‘may be no possibility of !

its giving a sectional or party tone, but that it may

represeat the Church of England asiy jr—beitin ‘ts .

straugth_or in its weakness, be it as it wa, of old in

its lanpuor, or be it as it is now, thank God, in its
awakening strangth,  (Applause.) It seems to me
tbat it 10 scarcely necessary to add a word, o show
you tbat 1t beloogs to every Christiaa member of the
Cbu_xj\:_h of Lugland ta do eomothing to belp us in
“the Cliurch, ,And surely if cver there was.a time
when God himeelf took up this text and preached to
wan o iy it was at this moment—i: was with regard

to, our colonial ewpire ;  because you cannot have
r(ead those judgments that have come upon ue inany

other light than this. My friends, if you come to
jconsider that pow for one hundred years we have

poscsed that ewpire, and we bave an yet done very

very linle for,our God—nay, (hat we bave used it as
a means of palitical advancement, thag -we bave ysad

it as a muang of gaining wealth for our own land at
bome, of .providing for our own cluldren, of making
oursclves.great among the people of the earth ; and
if wo weroswopt off that mighty peninsula to-morrow,

we should scarcely leave bebind us, 1 any part ofiit,
a mark or track of our baving been a Christian peo-
ple, that one thing alone condemns us. And if you
go:into the détail of the bistory, the condempation
only becomes mors signal and black. Tbe one ral.
ing faature of our whole administrativn in this respect
as to doing anyshing to encourage the faith of Christ
or to spread His truth, had been a most un-Euglish

timidity. (Loud applause.) - More un-Euglish, be-
calse wheteas i0 all other zespects now we speak our
mind, wesay, *“Let what wil coma of it, we will

speak our. minds.” (Loud applause.) But®we bave
not spoken our winds about that ; we have held our
tougues about our being believers in Christ. Nay,1
am afraid we bave done more. We have been build.
ing our might to & very great drgree upon the basia
of heatbenismm, e have sbown, ss I. think, unwor.
thily for a Christian nation, respect for many of the
very worst forms of heathen idolatey in that land.
(Applause) What do you think of sush things as
thess—of our baving sent in the name of tbe king on
the throne cloth from the looms of Leeds to offer as
a native offeriog to tho accursed idolatry of Jugger.
naut on its mort solemn day 2 liow could beathen
people doubt but that we meant to do honour to thag
idol? How could we make them believe that Chris.
tiavity wasfor them as well as ourselves their better
faith when they saw us honouring idolawy in its
worst forms 2 Again, such facts as this—depriviug o
corporal in the ks India Company’s service of bis
rank and putting L m out of the regiment because be
bad becn corrvizqed to Christianity. one of the best
soldiers in that army, one whom most raspected, and
ono whom bis beathen (ellow-countrymen desired to
eee continued auong them after his converson; bat
whony, with an extraordinary timidity, we refused to
aliow to return, lest any heathea man shouid be -of-
fended at hus having become a Christian 7 What do
you say to our 0 dealing with a noble Christian gen-
tleroan, who had goue ont to head our troops’in one
of our Presidencies upon the express condition: thas
he should -vever be called upon to pay bomage to
idolatry—1 mean Sir Peregrine Maitland ? Because
he eefueed to allow the altar of their detestable ido}
fo remiin with the troops, or to be longer saluted
by them, he was olilized to give up his command and
retura to England, as though be bad committed some
dishonourable action, instead .of allowing that he had
done one wiuch eatitled bim 1 its consequences to
take bu piace among Christ’s confemors, upon the
very matgin of the neble army of His martyrs.—
(Loud applause.) Here has bean onr folly, our mis.
taken conduct. Many of you kuow something of
casts in India, and pezbaps some of yoa ‘do ndt;
therefore, for your information, 1 will say a faw words
on tbe subject. Caste in India is thig':—In the first
blace, it is distinctly a religions difference ; tbat is
the basis of it. Itassames: as its' foundation this Girst
preat lio, and s mos? poitonous one, thit God hasnos
made all. mea of one blood,- but that men are jrtheisr
original difference, some -made 10 serve and ‘others
wade to .govern. His lordsbip .went folly -into-the

distinciions observed between -the Brabming :and-the -

Sudra, and then proceeded 10 say—Can you concejve
any schems more vile than-that missrable doctrine ?
Tie people of India wers divides by is. <They were
led to brte one another as ooly the-evilone vould
have led man to dream of bating. - Surcly’yoq can con<
ceive what our command ought to+bave been-=to
throw overy discredit we could, consistent with trath’
-and hooour, on this, miserable distinotion. -But'what
did we.do-? . We bnilt on.that :very caste'Gistincrion
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