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Gigh-born sistars, wivos with their husbands, and daugh-
otery without mwnber with their trusting parents. I
“have knows, in Derbyshire, a young lady not eighteen
years of age, tho daughter of a widow mother, the mo-
-ther also a Roman Catholic, seduced into a convent
under falso pretences, kept thero in epito of every ofs
fort of her family, with the approbation of tha papal
authoritivs, and only delivered by my own publiv threat,
ava priest, of application to tho civil power,and con-
requent fear of scaudal. I have seen elorical invio-
lability made to mean nething less than licens and -
punity. I have read to the pure and simpls winded
Cardinal-Prefiet of the Propaganda a narrative, writ-
ten o a pious lay fiiend by a respected Roman Yriest,
of such enormities of Just in his fellow-pricsts around
him, that the reading touk nway my breath,—to be on-
swoered, © Curo mioy 1 know it, Tknow it all, and more,
and worsze than all; but rotting can be dene 1 have
"known a priest (hero in England) practise Liquori on
lus clientele simply asan amateur of wickedness, appa-
rontly without conscious malice, just as ho would try
poison upon dogs or cats ; an Jagu, without cven an
imaginary wrong from any body. I have known this
creaturd get up, and very successfully, a miraole.—
(I havo proofs in his own hand-writing,)~at the very
moment when as a brother priest satisfied me, ho was
oxperimenting in seduction. But nething could bo
done ! I have known a priest received aud honoured
ata prince-bishop's table, when the host knew him to
have just seduced a membor of his own family. But
nothing could bodone! I have been mocked with
falso promises by dean and bishop in denouncing a
soung priest in whose bed-room,—~and before thore had
been time for him to dress himself,—in broad day. in
England, undera convent roof, I had myscif found a
young nun, spparently as much at home as her confes-
sor was himseli. Ihave been forced to let pass, with-
out even ecclesiastical rebuke, a priest's attempt upon
the chastity of my awn wife, the mother of iny children,
and to find instead, only surs means taken to provent
tho communication to me of any similar attempt in
future.

This isa part of what hias como within my own ex-
porience. But it is not yot the worst of that sad ex-
perience.

U have scen priests of mean abilities, of coarse na.
tures, and gross natures, practise upon pure and highly
gifled woman of the higher ranks,marricd, 2nd unmar-
ried, the teacbings of their treachorous and impure casu-
istry, with a success that seemed more than homar. 1
havo scen these priests impasa their pretendedly divine
authority, and sustain it by mock miracles, for ends that
wero simply devilish, 1 have had poured into my ears
what can never be uttered, and what ought not to be
‘believed, but was only too plainly true. And 1 have
scen that all that is most deplorable is not an accident,
bat a rexult, and an inevitable result, and a confessed-
Iy inevitablo result of the working of the practical sys-
tom of the Church of Rome, with all its stupendous
machinery of mirchief.

And tho gystem isirrevocable and irremediable.

When I eomnpase tke Church of Rome, as I now sce
at, with what I painted her to mysell, with the imspinary
realization «f our blessed Savivur's scheme for fallen
man's sanctification, no words can convey my horror at
the contrast. 1 ehould often doubt the conclusions of
my reason, mistrust my moral zente, and reject my cer-
tain knowledze as a dream, if God's written word and
man’s universal conscience, if the experienco of both
hemispheres and tencenturies did siot confirm me.

And though I acknowledge, dear Lord Shrew-bury,
you are the man of all others in the world, to whomn 1
am most bounden by duty, as well as affection, to de-
fend my renunciation of communion with Rone, 1
should not hiave had the heart to do so, if I doubted for
a moment that tho character of the system which I
rovealed, was ns abhorrent to you as to mysel. Nay,
wmore I should bLelic my conscience, if I professed to
think that the mass of Englishmen who think themsclves
Roman Catholics, really are s0.” [ profoundly doubt
#.—~out of tho ranks of the recent converts to Roman-
ism,—there can bs found thirty Englishmen of thirly
years of age, who are really Roman Catholics, who are
ready to act upon their principles, when they maintain
the spiritual supremacy of the Pepe, and his infallibili-
ty as the Mouthpiece of tho Almighty,in faith and
wmorals.

The tizs which bind an individual to his hereditary
raligion partake of the mystcrious character of religion
itasl. But reliion has ¢laims as o nationat as well as
an individual affsir. And tho selizion of the Bible
prgtasting asainst that of Rome, is emphatially the
national religion of Great Britain and America. And
w sey soul Lam perguaded it is their religion, that bag,

mado thesa countrics, and that keeps them what they
are, just as 1 am porsuaded it Is its religion that has
made Franco what it js just now. Those who think
any religion contemptible becanso it mixes error with
trutl, or becauso they see its eeclusiastics fndividually
contemptible, aro lopeless.  They ara alimost fitto bo 4
considered what Roma bas always considered mere men
and women, as creatures halliway batween priests and
monkies, not to be reasoned with, but ruled absolutely.

In the first interviow I ever had tiw houor to have
with Princo Metternich, tho subject of his most minute
imyuities was the religious developement of Americas
pelitically considercd, the relative numbers of the il
orent sects, and their distin etivo doctrines and diecip-
line. Upon my rewarking ono day in bis privato cabi-
et the admirablo * Awerican Alwanae” for the cur
rent year, ho playlully boasted that I could find fow in
Lurape better acquainted with my native country than
himsell'; but it was over,uvon in that now ctapire, its re.
ligion that was hischicl interest, that which he consider
il the prepondor ot interest of thy State.  Tho expe-
rience of Lurope during the last {our years, it would
soetn, should be enongh to makoe all wen think it so in
overy commonwealth,

What thinking man, (thinking of other thinga than
himselt’ I mean,) what thinking man, that saw into
whose hands Fraree, placed anew the sudder of the
State in 1815, but knew whero these hands would guide
it sehether Cavignae or Bourbon, Louis Bonaparte or
Orleans, held the baublo of authority.

When Machiavelli, whoso infidelity was learned from
Papes, whose depths of wisdom was all his own, when
Machinvolli points to profligate and dismembered Jtaly,
“This,” bo exclaime, * i3 what we owe to the Church of
Rome.” What kingdoni on the Continent, but wmay
now ccho Machiavelli's gratitude for Italy !

In bringing this painful Jetter %0 a . .clusion, per~
haps it only remains for me to add, that, though I en.
tored into the refigious part, properly 20 called of the
Papal Bystem, it is not becausgl still cling to any single
onc of the distinctive doctrines of the Churceh of Romo;
but I bave not forgotien the awful regard with which 1
ever approached them during my great delusion. Their
mysterioua fascination of soul and sense, must have been
folt to bo imagined. God ouly knows, how my whole

Jbeing was bowed down before, what I bclisved, His
real presenco in the Mass, how I almost seemed to my-
self sensible of angels kaeeling round me, when 1 lifted
up the host to bu adored, And Icannot but respect
the deep sincerity of such faith in othore, however, 1
cannot longor hold it, when all the visionary basis it
was built on is gone altogether,

Noono knows better than your Lordship whata
wrench it was that broke me from the Church of Rome.
But painful as it was, I should be the most ungrateful
of men, if 1did not ever bless God, publicly as well as
in private, for the grace that delivered me, and if in
doing so, I did not also give my humble thanks to Iiiin
through Jesus Christ our Lord, tiat the grounds on
which I renounced the commaunion of that Church, left
my faith unshaken; that, of his great merey, I was sa-
ved from infidelity which is a too intelliziblo reaction
with those wko, because the fith which grasped at
“ the secret things of the Lord our God” has proved
a great delusion, reject also % those revealed things
which belong unto ys and to our children for ever that
we may do alt the words of the law.”

Believe mo ever,
. Dear Lord Shrewsbury,
With the sincerest affection and regard,
Your faithful servant,
Prarce CosNELLY.
Albany Heath, Guildiord, Dec. 27,1850,
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DIOCESAN CHURCH SOCIETY.

The Hubbard Cove Byanch of the . C. S., held its
annual meeting on Monday, %tk February, when a re-
s{:ecxablc number of memberg, and others interested in
thg advanceinent of religion, asscnbled in the Chured
School House. Two verses of the Hondredth Psalm
werp sung, the Prayers appointed for the use of the
Socicty ofiered up to Almighty God, throngh Jesus
Christ—When thess acknowledgements of divine mer
¢y haq been conchuded, the Rector oponed the businens
of the meeting in on atdress of somo lenpih, in which
he drew the sitentivn of the meeting to tho different
objects of the Society—the numerous calls upon-it for
help, from every part € the Diocese,—and the insuff-
cient moans.at the disposal of the Society to enablo it
to attend toall the calls—4 come™ or send * gnd hel
us” lie then adverted tothe imperative duty, whic
devolved upon the members of the Church.to give,
cven tho smallest sum, frocly, as God rospered

them, W the support of the Sacicty, who:g:_ob{ogts were

for tho temporal and spiritual welfaroof cur felfow erea
turos, as thny thomselver had experienced from tho 1a?
bours and exertions among them, of tho Assistant Mfis-
slonnry, the Ruv.J. 8. Smith, who received much of
his support trem tho funds of that Society.

"Thu first Resolution was then moved by Mr, Thomas
) Skinnor, and exprossed the grateful sonso of Church.
men for the contigued henevolenvu of the venerable
Societivs in tho Parent Kingdom, towards these Colo-
nies, and the gratitude of the pcorlo in this neighbor.
liood particularly ; to the ene, for the allowanco towand
the assistant Missionary in this Parish—and to the other
—tha 8. P, C. Ko—Tor the liboral grant of £60 ateeling,
towards thy completion of the new Church.—"I'his vas
eeconded by Mr. Frederick Dauphiney, and paseedl.

"Tho second Resolution expressed the bounden duty
of all to returss thanks to Almighty God, for the moa-
sure of success thue far vouchafed to tho Society j—
which was woved, with somo ap )rm{rinln remarks, by
Mr. Robert Fox, and seconded Ly Ar. Neil Mel.can,
and pug.d,

‘Ihe next Resolution, acknonledged the duty of all
to gontribute chieerfully acconling tu their ability
amd was moved by Mr. C. P. Wool, who has devoted
much of his timo as scloolmaster in this neighborhood
=1t was reconded by Mr. William Darcx, and passed.

The last Resolution,—which dysired to express praiso
to Gud, for the gencrous support afforded by the D, (.
Society towards Assistant and teavelling Missionaries
througheut the Diocese,—wasmoved by glr. Alexander
Kelly, and seconded by Mr. Georgre Darez, and passed.
“Tho returns of’ the diflerent collectors appointed enme
time provious, by the Rev. Mr, Siith, were then hand-
ed in.—Some, in consequence of tho * badness of the
times,” hnd  been unable to efiect but little,~others
tothing at all. Lo three of the cullectors much proise
is3duw for their activeand eflicient exertiony, viz.—Mrs
C. I'. Wood, Mrs. Laungille, and Miss Sarah Dares
Soveral subseriptions were then paid in, and the Mee:-
iny was closed with the Apestulic Benediction.

Some neevaary buginess was then transacted with the
Building Committeo of the Now Church, and some Re-
solutions passeid, with reapect to the future contributions
of the proplo in the neighborhood, towards the salary
of the assistant Mis<donary.

WA A e N N A T e N AL S AL N,
FOR TItE CHURCIH TIMES.
Wewmmonth, February 8ih, 1848,

Tho Annual Mesting of the local branch of the Di-
oceran Churceh Society was held at Weymouth, on the
evening of the 13th ult.

The proceedings commenced by singing the 100t
Peaalm. After which the Rev. P. J. Filleutinvoked tho
blessing of God, in the forn prescribed by the Society .

Tho various objects of this Institution wero set
forth. Interesting extracts from the last year's report
wero read, and likewiso portions from the report of the
S.P.G. Other information bearing-on the cause of
Missions was irparied. The meoting ovidontly felt
rauch interest in tho proceedings; and at the closs bur
ona fecling scemed to provail—tosupport liberrally thia
tho recognized Missionary Association of our Church.

Threo Reeolutions passod unanimously s—

The fiest—expressive of * gratitude to Almighty God
for great religious privileges enjoyed, &z.,” was moved
by Colin Canmpbell, Esq.. and seconded by Mr. P. Grant.

The sccond—testifying ta “ the great and lasting obli-
gations dua to the venerablo Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Gozpel in Foreign Parts, for a long continu-
ance of fostering cave,” was moved by €. P. Jones.
Esf}" and eeconded by BMr. Jas. Payson.

‘ho third Resalution appointing the Board of Offi-
cersand the Cowmittee for the cusuing year, was movert
by Mr. Sorcuson, and scconded by Ar. Milden.

‘The soul stirring Hymn of Bishop Heber, was then
sung, and the mecting dismiscd with the Apostolic
Benediction, .

A meeting for a similac purpose, was also held a few
evenings afterwards in another part of the Parish.
where also a gencral determination was exinced of con-
tributing to an ITustitution,"which offered 50 many o
%orlbl‘m'usﬁu of doing good to tho souls of men asdid tg;

The best proof that can be offered that the Church-
men of Weymouth are anxious, according to their
means, to advance this good cause, will appear in their
sendiag this year an_increased amournt of £11 5., to
the general fand. When the remaining subscriptions
are taken in (which will be during the 2ext fortaight,)
the offerings of this Parish will be at least $T4.

3 may not be out of place to state, that within the
last fuw months £25 bave been expended in repairson
the Church and Parsonage, and that the congregation
contemplate during tho next swmmer, iff God permit,
painting the Church internally, and as so0n as possible,
procusing a Boll for the Charch,

It may serve to encourape otbers in good worke to
mention that the following ladien, Mrs, Alpbsuns Jones,
Mrs. Sorcason, Miv. Vail, afd M. Filleu), most kindly
undertook the office cf collecting the contributions.
The zeal with which this IaBor of love way performed:
ap in the success they met with,

e pny that our efforts.in this holy. causs may in-
ereasc moxp ard more, and thal we may ever fee) it to
bo not only a duty, bat the bighest privilege, to impant

to the poorcs brethren of exr Novsehold of faith, the
knowledgo of mivation throvgh the crucifiyd Suviowr oS
sinners. "
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