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thee in this state of humiliation? Yes,
O Loving Heart! when we consider
the object of thy coming, no transgress-
or howsoever stained with crime,
should be absent from the scene of wer-
cy und love.

Approach, then, with confidence, O
sinner ! for He has come to eall, not the
just, hut cinners : He has come to seck
and to save that which had perished ;
He has come to restore the lost sheep
of the house of Israel ; tie has come to
unlock the gates of mercy—and to shew
his extraordinary love fer sinners, ile
assumes thet frail, corrupted nature,
which He has come to repairy to Lionor
and to purily.

Rewn, then, thou straved sheep-—

thou unhappy wanderer, to the arms of
thy tencer Sheplierd, who comes to
take thiee on his shoulders to his peace-
ful and happy fold.

Return, thou precigal ehild, witha
tear of sorrow in thine eve, to the bo-
som of thy tender Father, who awaits
thy arrival in anxicus solicitude : ve-
twin in Laste, for he las prepared a
fatted calf for thy entertainment.
ner, | say, advance : enter the humble
grot; bchold
gratitude, and confidence, your future
victim.  Repel the gloom of despair

, from your troubled bosom, when you-

ceontemplate the smiling Intunt, who
comes with a burning desire to wash

,away your crimes in his blood ; and let:
_not their enormity by any means weak-:

en your confidence, for He is all suli

cient. If you are polluted with sin, He
is holy by exce’lence; if you are am-:

Litious, Ile is Lumble ; if you are rich
in spirit, He is poor ; if you are elothed

in purple, He is covered with rags ; if':

You are defiled by impurity, Heis a-
dorned with chastity ; if you are disor-
dered by intemperance, He comes the
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there with amazement, -

. — —
i Inavcent Mastyr of Penance. for _your
sake, and the willing Viétun of Morti-
fication to atone for your many crimes.
Christian Matrouns ! behold your Mo-
del.  Contemplate Mary, the Mother of
God. Sce ker respect for her liusband
the virtuous Joseph, and her most pure
love for Jesus, the fiut of her womb;
she kisses, with mateinal tenderness,
the divine face ¢f her new torn Scn;
she at the sunie time adores him as her
God, and her heart bests in silent 1es-
pense to tis love ; though erowned wita
henour, and Jignity, and  glory <he s
rot clated ; she is meck, and silent, and
reserved ; she treasures up in her heart
“uil the wen she beholds, :
U ve unspotted virging ! chosen pors
ti.n ui'the foex of Christ! enter angd
behoud Jesus the King and (rown of
jranay. Bebold Mary, bis Immaculate
Motiar. Learn from this scene, how
“Gear to him s a viigen life, abd love it
(ot hus sake. Here contemplate thet
virginal dlesh that knew ne corruplios,
amd weat spotless ereature, wliose }oi'x‘a
for purity is rewarded by the diguity of
Mother ¢f Jesus; epulat: lier bright
example that you 12y deserve to share
n Lo reward 5 preserve the ingsuma-
“ble viriue of virgirity wiih the utmest
,care, ihat you may be worthy, by faith,
to conceive within your chaste minds
Jesus ¢ the mirror without stain ;. that
' vou may have llis name and that of Lis
* Father written on your forcheads ; that
witit whice robes, the emblens of your
tputiiy, and palms in your hands, the
tokens of your tiumph, you may- sing a
ncw canticle to the Lamb, and be per-
mitted to attend him through the spaci-
ous mansions of hesven in his virgin
walks. ‘
O ve parents! behold ‘Joseph -and
Mary, your piodels in theconjngal sfate :
contémplate the-hely Joseph,: the dnd,
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