Jesus eaid to his disciples.
thatlam?

Simon Peter answared and said :
the Son of the living Gud,

And Josus answering, said to him:
AND 1 8AY TO THEE . THAT THOU ART

uroN Tits ROCK 1 wiLL nuiLp sty Cuurci, aND
GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVALL AGAINST IT.

Ao Isuart oive To THEE 1% Kvs or Tue Kine-
And whatsoever thou shalt bind
ugon earth, itshall bo buund alsoinheaven . and what-
soevor thou shalt loose on carth shall be loosed also in

VOM OP HEAVEN.

Whom do you say
Thou art Chnst

Blessed ant
thou Simon Bar-Jona . because flesh and blood hath
not revealad it to thee, but my father who is in heaven.
Petrr , AND

<

THh

; - Was anything concealed from Prrer, who was
styled the Rocx on which the Church was huilt, who
received the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and the
power of loosing and linding 1n 1eaveu and on eneth?
~—"TerturLian Prescnp xan.

* There 1s one God, anJd one Church, and one €hair
founded by the voice of tho Lord vrox PeTen.
any other Ahar be crected, or a new Yriesthuod esta-
bl. hied, besides that one Ahar, and one P'riesthoud,
isimpossible. Whosoover gathors elsew here, scatters
Whatever 1s devssed by human frenzy, in vivlation ot
the Divine Ordinance, is adulterons, impious, sacriin-
gious.”’—St. Cyprian Ep. 43 ad plebem.

i *“All of them remaining silent, for the doctrine was
beyond the reach of man, Peter the Prince of the
Apostles and the supremo herald of tho Chuarch, not
following hLis own inventions, nor persuaded by human
reasoning, but enughtencd by the Father, says to

T'hat

h . S. Matthew xv1. 15—19. I « him: Thow art Christ, and not this alono, but the Son
even Hatfow i’ of the living God.—St. Cynl of Jerusal. Cat. >+, L.
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CALENDAR.

Juty 9-~Sunday—IV after Pent Feast of the

Miracles of B V M G.

‘¢ 10~—Monday—Seven Martyrs Brothers, &c
Semid.

¢ 11—Tuesday—St Pies I P M Doub Sup.

* 13—Wednesday—St John Gualbert Abbot
Doub com &eo.

++ 13—Thursday—3St Anacletus P M Doub.

¢ 14—Friday—St Bonaventure B C and
Doct. Donbd.

¢ 15—Saturday—St. Heory Emperor, Conf
Semid.

ON THE INVOCATION OF SAINTS AND
ANGELS
(Continued.)
IX.—Incocation of Smnts in the Prinutive
Church proved from ancient inscriptions.

In favour of the belief and practice of the In
vocation of Saints by the primitive Church,
there is a species of proof which has been sel-
‘dom, perhaps never befure, introduced to the
notice of the English reader. The Roman cata-
combs are perpetually exhibiting such Jucid evi-
‘dence ugon this arnticle of apostolic doctrine, as
tu dispel the faintest shaJow of doubt or uncer-
tainty from about the subject. For whenever
thst burial-place of the primitive and persecuied
witnesses to the faith is explered, it alinost iava-
¥iably happeus that an inscriotion is discuvered
over sume martyred saint, in which the prayers
of the Christian chainpion who sleeps within,
are desired by those who with religious rever-
once interred his mangled bedy, and compoused
his: sitaph.® In the year 1694 was discovered,
in 1 3 cemetery of 8S. Gordianus and Epima-
chus,§ the grave of the holy martyr Sabbatius,
along with the following inseription, between a
Paim branch and wreath, ona marble slab which
closed up the oblung niche in the wall or sepul-
chre containing the martyc’s bones.

Sabbati Duicis Anima Pee et Roga
Pro Fratres (sic) et Sudales Tuos.1

O Sublatius, sweet soul, pctation and pray for
Thy bretiren and companons.

¢ The religious zeal which prompted many of
the faithfu! to expend large sums of money, aud
even to risk their lives to rescue the bodies of the
martyrs [rom insult ; and to possess themselves
even of the carth which was sprinkled with
tierr bloed, will be noticed 1 the next chapier,
Non. 6, 7.

1 This cametery is on the Latin way, and about
a mile from Rome,

1 Grammatizal inaccuracies are of frequent oc-
burrencs in ancignt inscriptions, hence we must
s1ot be surprised 1o find * pro fratres’ instead of
¢ pro fratnbus,” &c.  This 1nscription was alter-
wards preseated by Caxdinal di Carpegna to the
Jearned Florentine senator Buovarruott, who has
Pnsosted it in his interesting work entitled Osier-
yazions sopra alcun: Framment: dr Vas: antichs di
velro, whete the reader may see it at p. 167. In
the works of the pocts and tho orators of paga «
jsm, a palm-branch and wreath were emblewnau-
cal of vistory. Thosacred wrters also have no-
ticed the palm-branch as a symbol of tho triumph
gained by the martyr 2ed the truc believer
(Apacal. c. vii. v. 9.) and the crown or garland
as indicative” of that eternal glory which the
s2inte eajoy in heaven. (Iseiah, ¢. xxwiji. v. 5,
& 1 Cor.c ix. v.25. 2 Tim.c.iv.v. 8. Epst,
of St. James, ¢.i. v, 12. 1 St Peter, c. v.v. 4.
Apoeal. e. il v. 10.) Henco it is that a palm
branch and a3 wreath of laurel arc usually traced
n tho mortar, seratched on the tile, or sculptured
an the-naarblo slab, which may have been saver-
ally employcd by the first Christians, to scal the
mertyrs’ gzaves in the catacombs. Both these
types cf victory are meationed by the Christian
poet Prudentius, who lived so near to the times
of persecution.  In his hymn in honour of St.
Yiacent, ho says of thatillustrious mastyr :—

Tho tollowing sepulchral inscription was ox-
tracted from a tomb in the cemetery of Callistus
ATTICE SPIRITVS TVS
IN BONY ORA PRO PAREN
TIBVS TVIS

O Atticus, thy spirit 13 in good, pray for thy pa-
rents.®

Another inscription, found in the cemetery of
Cyriaca,} is to a similar effect ,

Javiaxe Vieas v Deo et
Roc (id est Roga.)

In the cemetery of Priscillal was discovored
the following :

ANATOLIVS FILIO BENEMERENTI FECIT
Qv vIXTL' ANNIS VI, MENSI3 viI. ik
BVS XX. ISPIRITVS TVVS BENE REQVIES
CAT IN DEO PETAS PRO SORORE TVA.

The two succeeding inscriptions were inedied
until a few years ago, when they became the
subject of a particular dissertation, and were
published by an Italian antiquary.$

Siirricio
Vexesenes
T1. Fivto. Tg ——
In Paci vt
DT PR.ON. S,
that is :—
Swvrricio Bexeusrestt Fivlo
{Susapiat) 'U'e (Christus) 15 pacs
Pe Te PRo NobiS.jj

The secand, in Greek, 15 preserved in the
church of the Blessed ‘I'rimty at Velletri :

To Analolius, our first begotten son, {thon) who
wast given 2o us for @ short time, pray for us.
Euchon per smon.

The following inserption, which may be fouad
inserted 1n the works of one of the must celebrat-
ed scholars in lapidary writing 9 13 fequally de-
mopstrative of the belief and pracuce of the pn-
mitive Charch with regard to the invocauvn of
departed saints :

Roces. Pro, Nosis. Quta.
Curisto.**

Scsus. Te. Iy,

Tu solus, o bis inclyte

Solus brabii duplicis (brabii pro Iravii)

Palian tubisti ; tu duas

Sumul parastt lavreas.’

Peristeph. Hymn 5, v 537.

The palm-branch and the lautel-crown, which
acrompany the inscription, unitedly tesufy that
Sabbatius was martyred for the faith.

# Apud Muratorium in Novo Thes. p. 1833,
nuta 6.—Bianchini, in his learned work enutled,
* Deaoustrativ Hiswrne Ecclesiasua: Quadnpar-
tit=x comprobata: Monumentis,” places this inscrip-
tion in the first table of the first century of the
Christian Church

t This cemetery is on the T'yburtine way, and
has 1ts entrance at the Church of Si. lLaurence
vat of the Walls.

This cemetery is on the Salarian way.
Intorno un® antico Marmo christiano, Lette-
ra di Clemente Cardinali, Bologna, 1819,

{l In ancient inscriptions, the V is frequently
substituted for B 5 and 10 those who are anywise
versed 1n the lapidary style of wnung, it i3 well
kaown, that very often words are so abhraviated,
that their consonants only, sometimes no others
than the first and last, are insctibed.—Fabrettz,
Inser. Dormest. ¢. iti. p. 164, Mazzochs de Epast
Hilarii. p. 11, in nolis.

€ Gaotano Marini, who expended forty years
in studying and transcribing the Christian
mscriptions discovered in tho Catacombs. These
valuable monuments of ecclesiasucal antiquaty,
with others relating to the el lustory of Pagan
Rome, to the number of many thousands, were
collocted and classified by Marini, and now in-
crust tho walls of the first cornider of the Va-
ucan gallery, They furm a body of documonts
which, 10 use the cxpression of ilanm himself,
¢ é una raccolta la piu grando < la pin dotta che
sliésmal mondo.'~—4ned. di G. Marini, Roma,

** Marini. Zscrizioni Albane, p. 37 : aad Fr.

Arveali, p. 266.

At Rome, in 1758, 1n an excavation at the
church of St. Agnes out of the walls, was disco-
vored an epitaph composed by St. Damasus, who
was elected Popein 366, in honour of that youth-
ful martyr and illustrious virgin. ‘The pontiff
concludes his verses with this invocativn of St.
Agneos :—

0 VENKRANDA MIH1 SANUELM DECUS ALMA PUDORIS
UT DAMASI PRECID | FAVEAS PRECOR INCLYTA
MARTYR.®

The following inscription records a vow dis-
charged by the religious empress Gaila Placida
and her children, towards the year 440, when,
as 1t would appear, the 1mpenal family exper-
cnced the efficacy of the intercession made in
their behalf during a tempest at sea, by St John
the Evangelist.

SANCTO AC BEATISSIMO APOSTOLO
JOANNI EVANGKLISTE
GALLA PLACIDIA AUGUSTA
CUM FILIO SUO PLACIDIO VALENTINIANO
AUGUSTO
ET FILIA SUA JUSTA GRATA HONORIA
AUGUSTA
LIBERATIONIS PERICULO
vates soLviT §

X.—Invacation of Sawnts v the Anglo-Saron
Chureh.

[1 will not, the writer presumes, be considered
ng lh&j}rhish reader as an intrusion on his pa-
tience, If a3 few extracts from an eleyant and
learned work on our nauive histary.} be present-
cd to his natice, in proof of the pecfect confor-
mity in belief and practice concerning the 1avo-
cation of Saints, which subsists betweon the
Anglo-Szxons and the present Catholic inhabi-
tants of the British Islands.

MARIS

¢ But a short acquaintapce with ancient lntera-
ture,” observes Dr. Lingard, * will prove, that
our ancestors were too well instructed to ccn-~
found man with God. They knew how to dis-
criminate between the adoration due 10 the Su-
preme Beiog, and the hunours which migh: be
clanned by the most holy among his servants ;
and wiile they worshipped Him as the author of
cvery blessing, they paid ne other respect to
them than what was owing to ti.ose whom they
considered as Ars favourites, and thar advocates.
Whoever shall attentively peruse the works of
the Saxon writers, or the acts of the Saxon
eaurcils, from the era of their conversion to what
is deemed the darkest period of their history,
w.ll observe this important distinctivn accu-
zutely marked and constantly inculeated.—
When the poet sang the praises of his patron,
ho sought neither 1o interest his mercy,
nor deprecate lus justice : to obtain the as-
sistance of his intercesston, to be remembered by
him at the throne of the Almighty was the sole
object of his petstion.§  If the prescher from the
pulpit exhorted his hearers to solicit the prayers
of their more haly brethicen, he was careful to
inculeate, that they should adure God alone, as

!

—— .

* Apud Marapgonium in Appen. ad Act. S.
Victor, p. 138.

t Ravenare, in Eecles, S, Joannis Evangel.
apud Muraterium, p. 1878.

1 The Antiquities of ths Anglo-Saxoen Clurch,
by J. Lingard, D.D.

§ See Alcuin’s Address to the Virgin Mary.
Tu mundi vitam, tetis tu gaudia sxzelis,
Tu regem celi, tu dominum atque Deum
Ventris in hospitio genuisti, vitgo pereanis
Tu precibus nobis auxiliaro wis.

Alwi:. apud Can. Tom. ii. pars, ii. p 471.

Also S. Aldholm de Virgin Bib. Pat. tom. viii.

their true Lord and true God.* If tho Chrisuan,
when he rose from his bed, was accustomed 1t
beg tho protection of the saints, he was yet
commanded in Jlie first place to worship with
bended knees the majesty of his Creator.t These
distinctions were too easy to be mistaken. The
idea of intercession necessarily includes that of
dependence , and to employ the mediation of his
favorites, is to acknowledge the superior excel-
lency of the Deity.{

X1— Contained in all the Liturgics.

The unhesitating helief of our Anglo-Saxon
ancestors in the intercession of the saints, and
the rehigious ardour with which, as s attested by
a variety of monuments, they invoked their prav-
ers, demonstrate the genuineness of thewr reli-
gious credence, aud its consequent idontity with
that of the universal Churel, whether in the
cast or west, on this important ariicle of faih.
‘That such a doctrine was 1 fact mozt studious!y
inculcated by the Apostles and their immediate
successors, may be readily ascertained by refer-
ring to the litnrgies thatghave been in use from
time immemorial in those seseral Churches,
which those first preachers of the Gospel, or
their immediate disciples, founded.

X11— Objections Answered.,

If it be idle or1llicit to call upon the saints v
pray for us, then the impropriety ard unlawful-
ness of our invocations must anse from some of
the following causes ; namely, the unwillingness

wcapability of the saints to pray for us ; ot,
begsuse they cannot hear our prayers; and
even though they could, the offering of them up
would be an 1njury perpetrated against the God
head, and a particular derogation from the med:-
atorship of Jesus Christ.
XI1I— Charuy engages the Saints to prey for us.

1. With respect to the unwillingness of the
saints to present our petitions at the throne of
mercy, we cannot for a2 single moment contem-
plate even the possibility of its existence ; fur
though faith shall have a termination when we
shall see God as he is;§ though hoepe will one
day win the object of its longings ;i charty ne-
ver fallethaway, 9] but glows bnghter and purer,
and acts more unceasingly within the bosom of
tho saints in heaven, than in the breast of tne
must nighteous man that ever lived upon eartn.
If, therofore, charity impels each Chrisuan,
whose pretensions to piety are of the very hum.
blest order, inwardly 1o remomber his brethren
and friends, and al' fellow-creatures, in his duly
prayers ; the same viriués must possess an im-

——e

* The Saxon homilist is cery accurate in his
expressions :—-* Him alone shall we adore. He
alone is true Lord and true God. We beg the
intercession of holy men that they would inter-
cedo for us to their Lord and our Lord. Buw
nevertheless we do not pray to them as we do
to God.’—(Homil. Sax. apud Whel. p. 283.)
¢ Nulli martyrum,’ says the manuseript quoted
above, !sacrificamus, quamvis in memoriis con-
stituamus altaria.’--Jbid.

1¢ Having worshipped his Creator alone, let
him invoke QGod’s saints, and pray that they
would interceds for him to God ; firat 10 holy
Mary, and then to all the saints of God.—~Lit.
Leg. Eccles. apud Wilk. p. 272,

1 Thus, in tho Szxon homulies, the preacher
points out the differenco between the intercession
of tho saints and the mediation of Christ, when
ho exhorts his auditory to solicit the intercession
of tho Virgin Mary, with Christ her Son, her
Creator, and her Redesmer.—Serm in Annune.
Marie, apud Wanley, p. 11.  Sce the * Aniiyu.-
tics of the Anglo-Saxon Church, p. $70-250.

d 8. Jokn, C. iii. V. 2.

[ ¢ Buzt hopo that is seen is not hope. Iuc

what a man seeth, why doth he hope for ¥'—
Rom.-C. viii. V. 24,

p- 22, and Bede Vit, S. Cuthb. p. 291, 4

91 Cor. C. xlii.




