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this is to bc a nation of atheists, I believe
it will witîîesz scenes wîiciî I would that
iny eycs chould be closed ini death rather
than belîeld.
. Tlîus the loss of popular respect for ]Reli
[tion is the dry-rot cf social institutions. lai
socioty as in everything clac there is a la"i
( f strcngthi and a Iaw of wvcaicness. a la"
of progress and a laiv of decay. The idua
of GoÏas the Creator and Fîîtler of all
inankiîîd, is in tke nmoral world what gravi-
tation is iii the naturai-it holds a lto-
getiier, arîd causcs thein to revelve around
a c(iimniofl centre. Take this away, and
institntly nien drap apart: there is no such
thing àà - collective hunîanitY, but only
separato nioecules, with ne mjore cohesiorn
th:în se inany grains of sand. Man-has no
tic to bind ini te anythinge ia 1îeav'en or
carth-nio Fiather ahuve and ne brother
boere, withi no end iii existenîce but te seek
the infimitcsim:dl interest of tic atoin hie
calîs imaiseif. Whemi society is thus separ-
a.ted into atns, it will speedily crunible to
pmees; and 8oî yourcrusmde against{e!igim,
îîîust eîîd at Imîst ini îSmILISM, Wvhich ýnas
te, destroy Iteligion muid bociety tegether.

Perliaps you are not distur-bcd mît. the
prospect. Soin refermnera %vould like te
see tlîe carthi swcpt clean aîîd bare before
thcy undertake te construct ul)on if. fxe
fabrie of their new civilization. WVelI, if
thieir l)hilosophy be carried out, thcy %vill
have their wishi: the earth ivill be aglain.
%vithout forîn and void, and daikncss %vill
be upeui tho face cf the deep; or, te be more
exac~t, we shial have sointthing likze a
recurrence of that Glacial Ep',-ch ef whichi
geologists tell us, when the eîrth wvas
beund ini niasses cf icL. ..%iIes in thickness,
wîch, as they begami to stîr, grouuîd the
rugged faces of the ineuntainis inito the
ismuueth clifts wvllicli we sc to-daiy, and
destroyed ail animal and vegretable life
on) tîxe globe.

ls this anl extravagant figure te apply te
the nierai state cf the world, wlen you
have destroyed Religion aid ail the institu-
tions fcunded upexi it, witli the -ýrt and the~
Literatu'reef wvlicli it issuo 1mrý,cai elemnent!
Ner dets that end your task, fer you inust
ciestroy History aiso-a ivork wvhich yeu
will giadIy undertake, since yen tell ine
that1 .alllhistory is alie,." Wlien youlhave
eltitred awNaty ail tisis rubbish, theit indeed
t ie earth wxll bc bare aîîd flat enougi for
thiat îîighty Towver cf Babel wvhich you are
going, te build upon it, and te build go lîigh
tiimt its top sai reacli lîcaven. But tliose

whe underteok tlîat task- befere camie to,
grief, and such niay be your fate. Wlietî
yen have overturned everytlîing that be-
longs te tlîe past, axîd utteriy discredited.
the history cf the huinan race, it niay be
that you will final that you have only turncd
back tlîe shadow bni the dialef the world.
lWHAT fIAS CHRISTIANITY DONE FOR Se-

CIETY ?

At tlîis peint you niay tum suddlenly
and sharply, and ask, Whiat -lias Chîristianî-
ity donc to relieve social iiueqnality, aînd.
tîxe injustice whiclh pervades the institu-
tiens cf socictyli Little eneugli, I coinfcss,
coinparcd with îvlimt if oughit te have donc,
aithougli prctty inucl ail that lias beoi
donc lias beeni by its inspiration. It ivas
the firat tuecstablisli the doctrine cf hxumxam
riglits on tîxis sure fenidatioxi, that ail mi
arc the cmatures cf une Ged, childrcn cf
a cuixmmon Fathier. Man's worth lies îlot
ini rank, wvhich belongs te a few, but iii
the sot.1, wvhiell belengs te every.humaxii
bcing, the piool est and the huuxibiest. Maiis
miakes hunianity sacred. No ratier, how-
ever great, liuw, a riglit te t3'iannxze over
it. Thîis eeam ictiexi il, the hearts of \Vih-
berfforce and Cli kson put anl cnd te the
slave tiade, and fiuially banished slmîvery
itseif frein the I3ritiali Empire; and iii
evcry age, and Al over tlîe Weorid, it ba&
been the inspiration cf innunierabie strug-
gles for liberty.

Tc, the sine inspiration are (lue the
institutions devotcd to the relief cf lhuian.
suffering. Count up timoso within. the
himit cf a single city-tlîe asy1îîiîs, thé
luospitals, and7 the hiundred niiior cliari-
tics, w1iîcli reaehi eut unscen lîands te the
dweilings cf the pou>r, reicving puverty
and sickness, and every forna of niisery-
lxow nin of tixese %vouhd live through a.
single %linter -Nithout the, active support
cf Chîristian maii aixd vonien?
A-N ILLUSMiATION AT YOUR ONWN DOOR.

Bero is ain illustration at your own door.
Yen have lately reiîioved your restdence
te New York-the great city whicli at-
tracts te itself distiîxguisliedl talent of every
kind. As you take your niiing wahk
down toivii, iii going frein the Fifthi avenue
te Union square, you rnay pass throughi
Fifteenth street, where you will sec a
inassive building, over the arebhed, portal
of which is elise1a(ed iva the red sand-stone,
YOUNGi WOMEN'S OBIESTIAN ASSOCIATION.
This is designed espccialiy for the benefit
cf youxîg %woinr wlo ceule te the cit.y Lo,
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