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chairman broke his own rule and spoke for
ten minutes. Only one man kept within three
minutes, and only one woman exceeded it.
Lot this be noted in favour of missionaries’
wives, All too soon time was up, and many
had to remain unvecognized so far as this
formal recognition is concerned.

Sabbath, July 7th, this fine island city of
about 30,000 inhabitants with its score of
churches had only missionaries to listen to
morning, afternoon and evening, We listen-
«l with interest to Rev. Cyrus Hamlin, of
Cunstlmtinople -now the aged--as he told of
his 40 years' work, and in the evening told
of our own shorter term, —Pres, JI7t.

BRITISH OPIUM IN CHINA.

BY G. L. MASON, AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSION,
HUCHOW, CHINA.,

British Christians lead the world in benefi-
cence. Their home charities are multiform,
their foreign missions are everywhere. But
the British Government, for the sake of rev-
enue in India, persists in a course-against a
weaker nation which Canon Wilberforee
prenounces ‘‘simply dastardly from beginn-
ing to end.” John Bright and many other
distingnished men express the same view,
Christian opinion in China is fairly represent.
ed by & conservative Englishman, Archdea-
bon Monle of Shanghai, who says: Govern-
ment, deliberately engaged in the prepara-
tion of opium for China, with only two years
intermission, continuously for sixty years.”
Americans, too, blush at sight of the
Chinese caricature of an Englishman with a
whiskey bottle in one hand and an opium
ball in the other.

In may ways so closely linked to Great
Britian, and especially so in evangelization,
it behooves American Christians also to
know the facts and to labor and pray for the
1emoval of this tremendous hindrance to
nussions and to honorable commerce and in-
ternational good-will—a professed Christian
fovernment engaging in a trade whichis a
blighting course to millious.

Since many may not have access to ianfor-
n.ation, the folluwing outline of events has
been compiled, from personal study of the
Chinese maritime customs® reports, from
tles of the Chinesc Repository, and from
other trustworthy soucces. As partisan
statements have beer made in Looks and
ucwspapers, ‘‘that opium-smuking is as
“armless as twiddling one's fingers.” and
that “Great Britain has not coerced China
on a>count of opium,” it may be well to re-
mark that the writer is prepared to cite
authority for every statement in this sketch.

Some hold that opium was first brought to

China by the Arabs toward the close of the
thirteonth century.g But it was in small
quantities, and ‘“‘commonly used as  medi-
cine before the trade with India commenced”
in the eighteenth century. Previous te 1767
the trade was in the hands of Portuguese,
but with nn.imgurt, of only about 200 chests
ayear, a chest being about 140 pounds. The
habit of smoking was scarcely, known, Even
as late as 1830 large inland cities like Hang-
chow bad no opium smoking-shops. + Now
that city has,approximately, 2,000, The very
rapid growth of the habit and of the trade
began when the East India Company regular-
ly engaged in the business in 1773, In 1790
the importationreached 4,054 chests, twenty
times the amount imported ‘yearly previous
to 1767. In 1799 it was 5,000 chests: in
1856, 9,969 ; about 1830, a yearly average of
16,800 In less than ten years just preceed-
ing the first Opinm War the trade more than
doubled, reaching 34,000 chests in 1836. In
1834 the East India Company closed ita
career, but otber British officials continued
the:traffic, which has grown to 52,925 piculs
in 185('10 and 75,308 in 1880, a picul being 1333
pounds. .

Smuggling is the proper term for this trade
previous to 1860. In 1780 the British estab-
lished a. depot near Macao on lwo wessels, a
plan ontinued.in later years, when armed
vessels lay outside the ports, and delivered
the opium to Chinese smugglers who had
previously negotiated with American or
British merchants living at the ports under
consular protection. The East India Com-
pany entered upon the trade knowingit to
be contraband. For the Abbe Roynal (tr, i.
424) writes, as early as 1770 : ¢“The Chimese
Emperors have suppressed it in their domin-
jons, by condemning to the flames every
vessel that imports this species of poison.”
The Emperor Kiahing in 1796 issued an edict
against 1t, und the prohibition was often re-
pewed by imperial decree of high provincial
anthority (1799, 1809, 1820, 1836 and 1837)
and the prohibition always based on moral

rounds. ‘‘Severe -prolubitory laws (1828)

estroyed the trade temporarily and exasper-
ated the British, who 1831 and 1834. Mean-
while the contraband opium trade was foster-
ed and the smugglers provide with armed
ships " — American Cyclopedia. See also
British Encyclopedia.  Iu the penal code of
1830, strangling is the punishment for
keeping an opium shop. In 1832 at Macao
foreigmers witnessed a caze of its execution,
the culprit being tied toa cross and strangled.
That the prohibition of the importatior uf
opium or planting of the poppy was onty
partly successful among a heathen people is
not strange. But is the fact that Chinese
ninor officials often connive with native and



