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chairinan broke lus own rule and spoke for
ucn minutes. Oauty onue mni kopt u ithin threo
iniutes, anid only ono wvoinait exceedeci it.

Lot this ho nlotod ini favour of iissionaries,
w%%ivos. Ail too soou timo wvas up, and inany
hiad to romauin unirecognized so far as this
forinai recognition is couicerîued.

Sabbatlî, July 7th, this fine island city of
. 4bout 30,000 inhabtanuts witli its score of
clnrelies hiad ouly issioiiaries to listeit to
morning, aftornoon aimd evcning, M'e listeiî-
ttl withi iutcrest to R--%-. Cyrus Hanilin, of
Cunstantinople -Uow ti e uged --as hie told of
aib 40 years work, ani in the eveniug toldl
of Our oivn siiorter ternIi. -Presq, Wit.

BRITISH, O PIUMN IN CHINA.

BY G. L. RASON, AMEICAN BAPTIST MISSION,

China by the Arabs toward the close of the
thirteenth century4 But it wvas in fimal
qýuantities, and "*commoniy used as b- medi-
dune before the trade.withIndia comnmenced"
iii the eighteenth century. Previoue te 1767
the trade was in the hands of Portuguese,
but with an. inipurt of only about 200 chests
a year,, a chest beinig about 140 pounde. The
habit of smoking was scarcely, known.ý Even
as late as 1830 large inland cities lilce Wang.
chow had no opium simoking.shops. - Now
that city hss,approximately, 2,000. The very
rapii growth of the habit and of the trade
be&an %vhen the East India Company regular-
Iy engaged ini.the business in 1773. In 1790
the importation,,reached 4,054 chests, twenty
times the amouint imported yearly proviens
to 1;07. In 1799 it was 5,000 chests .in
1856, 9,969 ; about 1830. a yearly average of
16,800 In less than ten years ju8t preceed-

ZXVUM1, I e r teW JpLK ii r~ theU LUUI.W moreO ti

British Christians lead the world in benefi- doubled, reaching 34,000 chests ini 1836. In
cence. Their home charities are multiform, 1834 the East India Company closed itft
their foreign mîissions are everywvhere. But career, but other British officiais continiuedl
the British Government, for the sake of rev- the. traffic, which bas grown to 52,925 piculs
enue in India, persists li a course-against a 'i 1850 and 75,308 in 1880, a picul being 133à
wcaker nation whiuch Canon Willherforc6 Pounids.
pronounces "1simply dastardly from beginn Smuggling is the propeur term for thîs trade
ing te enid." Johin Bright and inany other previous to, 1860. In 1780 the British estab.
distizignislied men express the samne view. 1:shed a. depot near Macao on ico vessels, a
Christian opinion in China is fairly represent. plan .-intinued.in later years, when armed
ed by a conservative Englishman, Archdea. vessels lay ouiside ilie lxOVI., and delivered
bon â1onle of Shanghai, who, sys : Gov'ern- the opium to Chinese emuggzlers Who had
mnt, de1liberately engaged in the prepara. previoualy negotiated witt- Aiwericqu el:
tion of opium for China, wlthf only two, years British rnerchants living at tbe ports under
interiiission, continuously for sixty years." consular protection. Thie East India Com-
Amoericans, too, blusli at sight of the pany entered upon the trade knowing it to
Chinese caricature of an Englishman witi a ho contraband. For the Abbe Roynal (tur. i.
whiskey bottie la one lîand and an opium 424) wvrites, as early as 1770: 41The 3Dhinese
bail in the other. Emperors ha% e suppressed it la their doinin-

In inay ways 80 closoly linked to Great ions, by condemning to the flamles every
l3ritian, and especially so, in evsngelization, vesse that imports this species of poison."
it beliooves Amiertcan Christianis also to The Eunperor Kiahing in 1796 issned au edict
know the facts auud to labou' and pray for the against it, and the prohibition was often re-
oniioval of this tremendous hindrance to newed by imperial decree of high provincial

missions nnd to honorable commerce aud in- anthority (1799, 1809, 18,20, 1836 and ]837)
ternational good-will-a professed Christian and the prohibition always based on moral
governitient euugaging ini a traie wvhich is a grounds. " Severe prohubitory laws (1828)
blightiçg course to millions. destroyed the trade temporarily and exasper.

Silice miany mnay not havec access to infor. ated the British, Who 1831 and 1834. Mean.
n.at-on, the foll.wiuug ontline of events has wihile the contraband opium trade was foster-
beelt coipilcd, froia personai study of the e d and the sniugglers provide with armed
Chinese miaritimne cnstours' rcports, from ships "- -4 gieicu.? Gyclopoedia. See aiso
l'les of tu CA àw.( epsitry aud from Brut ù.4 Eicyclopoe-dia. lu the 1pewal code of
other trustworthy sources. As Partisan I130, i;trangling is the puniishmreut for
statenients have beeL made ln books and keeping an opium shop. In IS32 ait Macao,
ucwvspaperp, -that opium-sm-oking is as foreigners wvitncssed a tase of its execution,
.arnxless as twiddliug one's fingers.* and the cuiprit being tied to a cross and strangled.

timat "G.'roat Britain lias not coerced China IThat the prohibition of the imipartatiol u

on a'count of opiumî," it may be weIl to re- opium or planting of the poppy %vas oniy
ilark, timat the writer is prepared to cite parti y successf ul among a lieathen people is
authority for cvery statement lin this sketch. uîot strange. But is the fact that Chinese

Snnme hold that opiumi %vas first brouglît to neinor otricials often coanive with native and
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