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BETTER ROADS.

As a result’ of the movement in Win
eipeg and the adjoining municipalities
for better roads, It has been decided
to press the guestlon upon the atten
tion of the provinclal zovernicut. One
thing which wlll be asked for is  the
sppeintment of o provincial rond m
spacter. L0 this no objection can Lo
taken from any quarter, and it 8 to
be hoped the goverunment will concede
at once to this request. The appding
ment of a provincial inspector or in
structor in road making, whose aerv
fees and wdvice would be avallable op
ali districts fu the province, stivuld b
a materinl assistance to the cause of
better romds.  The government il
also be nsked to pass a wide tize acy,
1t is hazdiy necessary to say anything
ot this polut. Wherever the yuestion
of good roads hus made any headway,
the necessity of enforcing the use ot
wlde tires has been recognized.

The proposal that the goverament
be asked to contribute 50 per cent of
the cost of constructing and maintain
ing roads leading into the city, may
bring objectlons frow other distriety.
Nuturally, resldents of -wther wmuniel
palitics wilt consider themselves nqual
ly entitled to assistance in road buil
ing which eannot be controverted,

It Manfioba is to make the progress
wvesired in the directlon of securing
tetter roads, it would seem that egome
cenitral influence Is necessary toicke
the matter in hand. Roads, it hag
teen sald, ure the arterics of com-
nmerce, alonys which  flows the iife
stream of the nation. Good rovads
Lring prosperity aud countentment.
They exert o great clviiluing influoace.
Our murleipal eystem is not adapted
10 the sceurlng of good roads to the
extent at least that is required. A
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weli defined and comprehens've plan
shoukl! le undertaken and systemati:
cally carrled out under control of a
central authorlty. Under the municl-
1t systein we could at best hope only
for patcher of good road. The main
rowis, at least, throughout the coun.
iry, rhioula Lo constructed by the gov-
ersment. Tn ncarly all Kuropean coun-
tries, and in some of the states of the
Amer:can un‘on, state ald for country
roads I8 recognized., In England, Ire-
land and Scotland county englneers
are appoluted to supervise work on
the romls. Stateo ald is also glven.
The county system for road manage-
ment 8 mueh supoeror to the parlsh
or munic.pal systom. In  Germany,
Fran-ce, aud nearly all other advanced

Furopean countries, the main  roads
are under national control,
TERRITORI AL LLUGISLA-

T1ON.

The Winnipeg board of trade will
take vigorous steps to oppose the meas.
ure introduced in the Territorial legis.
Inture relating to assignments. The
object of the "Cerritorial act is to have
insoivent estates wound up by a resi.
dent of the district. In the [irst place
this would mean that in ntne cascs
out of ten estates would be placed in
the bands of an incompetent or inex-
perienced person, wherens under the
pregent procedure such  estates are
ahinost invariably placed in charge of
experty. Tho cost of winding up es.
tates under the proposed new  territor.
izl law would undoubtedly be greatly
ircrensed, and besides this there would
certainly be much greater delay in
closing up the estate than under the
presenit mode of procedure.  Insolvents
are naturally mterested In having their
estuies pay as large a4 portion of their
labliities as possible and therefore the
proposed change is not In the intercst
of wsolvents.,  So far as the creditors
are concerned, the proposed act, if car.
rled to the extreme, would deprive
thew of the right of disposiug of their
ow.a property to the best advantage.
Statistics compiled here show that only
about five per cent of the Habilities of
Insolvent estates within the Territories
has been owlng ‘to local creditors. Even
this swall preportion has been made
up wostly of preferred claims, such as
reats. ete., which must be pald In fuil,
before other ereditors receive anything,
regardless  also of  the expense of
winding up tlhe estate. ‘This shows
that the proposed Territori.l uct is
entirely unreasonable and unwarrant.
cd.  Merchants in.the Territorles will
naturaily be opposea to the measure,
as it will heve the effeet, if enforecd,
of curtailing their credit with Wiani.
peg and Eastern jobbers. X the weas.
ure is passed in the objectionakble jorm
as Iutroduced, stops should be taken to
have it disallowed by the federal gov.
erhment, as it would secem to be an
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vurcasonable interference with trade
freedom  within the Dominion. The

Winnipeg toard of trade has communt.
cated with the "Perritorial government,
and will send a delegation to Reglna to
oppuse the measure, If the bilt Is not
medliled satistactorily.

STATUTE LABOR.

A century has gone Ly since the adop.
tion of statute labor in Ontarlo for
“improving” country roads. 1t was
an  act  of the first parlin-
ment of  Upper Canada, convened
by Jord  Simcoe, the firat
Licutenant-Goverior, at Newark, now
Nugara-on-the-Lake.  his was in
1796.  Less than ten yemrs Jater Eng.
Jand and Scotland repealed thecir sta.
tute labor law, because of i exces.
sively bad condition of the roads, sub.
stituting a system of bLevter manage.
went snd expendsiure wihich  under
thie methods of Mocadam, Lelford nnd

MeNeil  fwve amply  justitted  the
change. {
Manitoba has adopted the statute

labor system of Oatario, which is here
shown tv b2 just about a ceitury be.
hind the times.  In this yespect the
“progressing West” has not shown =
very progressive spirit. When we get
the statute Jobor system abolished we
wili b in o beuvter positivn to adopt
sone modern plan that will prove more
efiective In securing better roads.
SMALL-POX,

The intewperate langnage of a Win-
nipey city oftlelal, in conpection with
e smull-pox scare here, hag doue
great njury to the business interests
of thie city. ‘This officiul seems to
faave jost his ‘head, or his senses for o
thae, and used lamguage wlueh would
mwake 6 appeut that the situation is
e tmes more serious than it really
s The facts of the case, briefly, are:
A slck passenger was a short time ¢ £0
takeit from & trawm here to the public
hospital,  The disease turned out to be
swali pox, but was not properly diag-
nosed, I consequence of wilieh & aum-
ber of persons were exposed to infec-
tioa.  In due time & number of the
exposed persons, princpally nurses and
attendants av the hospltal, developed
the discase. No desths, however, among
these, have oceurred, and nearly il are
1ild cases, only two or three being
reganrded as serious, Al pavients and
suspects lave been caresully quaran-
tiscd.  The statement that the dis.
case iw of 2 most virnlent type, und
thai there is danger of an epidemle,
seem entirely. without foundation in
Tact, H
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Tho town of St. Catherines, Ont.,
took o vowe of ratepayers on  the
Jrestion ot gwving o Loauws of 340,000
10 & weer sugay factory which 1t is
proposee to suart there, wicth the re-
sule w3V the Projosit on was emphat-
ically rofected. . .



