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REPRESENTATION ABROAD.

Tho Winnipeg board of trade, as will bo
soon by tho roport in another columu of this
numbor of The Commercial, has takon up o
gery important matter in the nterest of
immigration and commerco. Wo rofer to
tho rosolution in favor of tho appointment of
commercial agonts to ropresont Canada in
foreigo coyntries. Tho resolution speaks for
itsolf g0 cloarly that very little can be added
to show tho valuo of the proposals mado
theroin. It is ounoof the disadvautages, per-
haps, of our colonial position, that this coun-
try is not represonted in foreign lands by any
persons acting in an official capacity. Of
course, Canadians, as B.itsh subjects have
the protection of the officiuls aprointed by the
imperial government. These officials, how-
over, do not make any special effort to
farther Canadian intsrests. Notono amongia
scoro of them would be atlo to answer any
yuestions about Canada, much less be ina
position to further our immigration and
goneral commercial intorosts. Canada not
being an independent nation cannot appoiut
consuls to ropresont her in a foreign country.
Auny appointment wo could make, without
the authority and recognition of the :im-
perial government, would be norely an agent
in an official capacity. There might besome
diffioulty in defining thelocalstanding which
such agents would have in foreign countries,
but no doubt tho imperial government would
sauction the appointment of such agents, in
such & manner as to secure their recognition
by foreign governmeats, il this were found
necessary.

THE IMPERIAL GONFERENGE.

A very important gathering will bo held
in the imperial capital in June next, We
rofer to the congress of the chambers of com-
mercaof the cmpire, soon to be held in Lon-
don Boardsof trade and other commercial
bodies throughout the United Kingdom and
the colonies will b represented at this great
gathering. Winnipeg will be ropresentod by
a delegato from tho board of trade and also
s delogate from the local grain cxchange.
Tho last conforence of this nature took place
somo three years ago, and though its deliber-
ations were of & most imporiant nature, the
{act that the geuoral elections in the United
Kingdom were unsxpectedly brought on just
at that time, dotracted greatly from the in-
fluenco of the conference. The present time
soeme very opportune for holding another
confevence, ospocially owing to the fact that
the tendency of the times is towards a closer
union betweon the various seli-governing
portions of the empire.

At this conference all questions of an im-
perial natare will bo discussed, and the pro-
gramme includes o long list of most important
sot ots, such as the commercial relations
botween the different countries of the ¢mpire,
bills of lading, imperial postage system,
weights, measares and carrency, arbitration,
and numerous othor subjects more- or less

vital to tho wellaro of tho ompire at large.
Undoubtedly tho leading topic for discussion
will bo thaquestion relating to tho cominercial
rulations batwoon tho various divisions of tho
empiro. This is a subject of such import-
anco as to alone justify the calling of the
conforonco. Almost il not all tho varicus
divisions of tho ompire aro in favor of somo
sort of a commercisl union to iuclude the
wholo ompire, though opinion differs very
matorinlly os to tho direction such union
ahould tako. InGreat Britain the preponder-
anco of opinion is no doubt in favor of bring-
ing about such a union on a basis of freo
trade within the empire, whiloin tho colonics
the woight of inflaence is probably in the
direction of an arrangomont on a protective
basis. Great Britain and her colonies arotho
only countries which throw their markets
open to foreign countries on the samo condi-
tions as are eccorded British sabjects.
Wherever the British flag floats to tho breezo
there foreignors have every commorcial pri-
vilego which i3 accorded Dritish subjects.
This is the ideal policy for the world ; but in
tho presont hostile attitudo of foreign countiocs
from a cominercial point of view, it is worth
whilo considering whother this statoof things
should continvo., We, therefore, certainly
look for a very thorough discussion of this
great quession, Tho Winnipeg delegates
havo bean instructed to favor the ‘‘freest
trade relations possible within tho empire,
consistent with revenuo necesdities." This
is very satisfactory and shows that Winnipeg
is in accord with the viow which Jargely pre-
dominates in Great Britain.

In addition to the list of questions proposed
in the draft programme for dizcussion at the
conferonce, any commercial body is at liberty
to propose other subj~cts for discussion at the
conforance. Tho Winnipeg board has pro-
posed an additional subject, and it is one
of such vital importance to thiscruntry as to
take rank almost before the trade question.
The qestion proposad by the Wiannipag board
was published in The Commercial of April
20, but it is & suabject 8o far reaching that we
reproducs it bolow a3 follows:

“Resolved,that this congress views withre-
gret the disposition on the part of many peo-
ple of influonco in Great Britain to direct the
tide of surplus population leaving tbat coun-
try to foreign lands, thus drawivg from the
strength of the euipire to buiid up alien
yowers. That this congress Jooks upon such
& tendency as notonly wasteful of the vitality
of tho empire, but altcgether annecessary,
seeing that the British coloniss and depend-
encies offer fields for imwizration as attrac-
tive, if not more attractive than can be found
in any other foreign country. That within
the bounds of the British Eampire the emi-
grant can find any variety of climate, and
reach success in any pursuit, and yet retain
all the trivi'eges ota Britishsubject Thero-
foro this congress deems it the duty of the
imperial and cclonial governments, as well
as all patriotic citizens of the empire, to use
every means avsilable to encourage omigra-
tion to the colonies from tho mother land,
and to discourage in every possible way the
directing of such ecmigration to foreign
countries.” ’

This great imperial congross presents cer-
tainly o grand opportunity for discussicg the
question of immigratica. It is certainly an
¢.pportnity which shonld be taken advantage
of by Canada to make her resources and yo-

quitomonts as to population and capital
known. ‘I'he proceedings of the conforenco
will bo published throughout the Eoglish
speaking world. The conforenco itself will
bo attended by tho leading thinkers of the
ompire, and its procoedings will bo closoly
studied in all parts of tho ompire, 'fho op-
portunity is thereforo ono which happons
only at intervals of years. It is thorefore
very urgont that Manitoba in particular and
Woestern Canada in genoral should bo ropre-
sonted at tho groat gathering by a fow of the
very bost public speakers which we have in
thecountry. It has been proposed by tho
Winnipeg board of trade that an effortshould
b3 made to socuro tho help of some prominent
gentloamon in Greoat Brituin toassiat our dele-
gates in advocating the rosolution proposed
by the Winnipeg board. This is all very
well as far as it goos, but it does not go far
enough. If itis felt that the delegate of the
\Winnipeg board needs assistahey, it is notsafe
to rely entirely upon others to help on the
rosolution. Many people know from oxperi-
once that it does not do to depend too much
upon others. Get the holp of prominent men
of the United Kingdom if we can, but let us
help ourselves also in this matter. A very
stre ng dolegation should be on hand to favor
this resolution, and as wo have already said
ono or more of the very best public speakers
in Manitoba should be induced to aitend tho
conference, with the object of supporting the
resolution. This i3 a matter which might
woll bo represented to tho provincial govern-
ment, with & view of having further repre-
sontation for Manitoba at the great
gathering.

EDITGRIAL NOTES.

THE committee of the Winnipeg city coun-
cil has reported that it cannot approveof the
motion to limit the working day to eight
hours ou city works, at the same rate of pay
as established for the day of nine hours.

* = *

The appointment of Sir Dorald A. Smith
to represent Canada, as High Commissioner
in the United Kingdom, will be particuiarly
satisfactory to tho West. Weo may justly
claim Sir Donald as & western man, and his
interests are still largely in tho West. Ho
may certainly be trusted to make uso of
every possible o} portunity to further western
interests.

= * *

COMPLAINT has been made by a dealer in
dairy produce, to the Winnipeg board of
trade, against the uppointment of a subiidizad
agent of the Manitoba Dairy Association, to
actas asalesman for the as2ocintion in Wiani-
peg. The Dairy Association are of courso at
libarty to do what they like in this matter,
but it i3 felt that the local government
should not assist by grauting the Dairy
Association asum to pay the expenses of such

.an agont, If the agent is merely to look

after the consignmonts of the members of the
association, seo that they aro weighed, placed
in cold storage and properly handled, no
rcasonable complaint conld be made, but there
would certainly be govd ground for complaint,
if.it is found, ss has been alleged, that tho
lotal government is assisting to_pay the ex-
ponses of an agent who will act in the



