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THR FARMER A MANUFACTORER.

Wo hear very littlo nbout the farmor as a
waoufacturer. In fact he i not ¢ ken into con
sideration in this light at all. But all the sawe
farming is the most importaut manufastuing
industry which we have in this Dominion of
Canada. In somo of our large factorios a quan-
tity of wood aud iron is procured, and by the
arocess of labor and skill a valuable machine
is produced. The farmer takes & hushel of
whaat, and by his labor and skill ho produces
fiftecn or tweuty bushel of wheat  The farmer
from a few bushels of grain producos o large
quaatity of grain, aud from this again he pro.
duces & fine fat porker, ot a chiice buof animal,
What is this but a double process of manu
facture? Of course wo know there is & techni.
cal difference butween the prnduction of a roll
of cloth from cotton or ‘wool, and the production
of a fat steer from grain. But in the broad
comenercial sense the farmer is a .ranufac.
turer.

The trade policy of thiz vountry for the pust
decade or more, has been devoted to the build
ing up of manufactures. Thoto has been mach
tallc about the tall chimneys, und big buildiugs,
and in all the atteution given to this line of ia.
dustries, the furmsr as a manofacturnr, has beon
almost lost sight of.

What thia country requires is, that more
attention be given to the furming industry, In
our policy to encourage manutfavtures, the far.
mer manufacturer should no% he lost sight of.
In fact ho should be the cantral figure in our
policy of encouragement to home industrics.
Tho importaunce of the farming intercst greatly
exceeds that of any other industry, The coun-
try would survive the destruction of wmany of
our industries which wo cousider amonyg the
most important, but the destruction of the agri.
cultural interest would lead to general desola
tion. Agriculture is the foundation upon which
all our commercial intevests ave based.  This
is the point which should be kept steadily in
view. In framing a pelicy for the encourage-
ment of our natural industries, let the agricul.
taral interest thevefore occupy first place, as
upoa its prosperity depond all othor interests.
‘The farmer, of course cannot bo made prosper-
ous by act of parliament, but ho can Lo made
less prosperous vy act of parliament, and in
many ways his interest can bo either furthered
or injured.

Lf we can build up a great and prosperous ug-
ricultural community in this Dominion, we
will achiove greatness in other vespects, for
these will of nocessity follow,  The first thing
uccessary is land. The greatest freedom of in-
dividuat owncrship, and the provention of
landed woaopolics, shovld therefore be pro-
vided for. With a view to thu encouragemenl
of this agricultural industry, eur public dowaiv
should have been carofully resorved for the far.
mer, ivstezd of allowing such & large portion of
it to have been monopolized in various ways.
The land policy is a pressing ono, and needs

immediate attention, in tho interc 't of the
future prosperity of the nation, .\ wide mar.
kot aad the limiting of vaxation ave other im-
poreaunt features. The farmer should be atlowed
the widest market to buy and sell in, which it
is porgilile to secure. The trade policies of some
foreign.countries, as well as that of our own,
uuhappily interfore with the natureal move
mants of commerce, and therefore yesult injur
fously to the farmer  To remmve theso as far
aa possible, would be to improve the prospects
of our agricultural outlook.
WHEAT IN BRITAIN.

Tho last issuc of 7% Miller, of Loudon, Fu-
glaod, gives a diswmul account of August
weather in Britain. It is described as extrente-
ly nasettled chilly, and with rain coming iu
gusts aad squalls  This was at the commence-
ment of the mouth.  From the fourth to the
soventh it was a continaation of heavy rain
storms und low temporature. A few fine days
followed, and then rain and shine followed
cach other in rapid succession, with a warn
temperature, suited to cause rust and mildew
ia the uncut, and sprouting in the cut grain,
Frequont showers continued to the end of the
woath, but later in the mounth tho temporature
was much lower. A little grain was cut as
carly as August 12, but it could not Le secured
from the fields on account of the raius, At the
close of August, the outlook was very discour-
aging. ‘The uncut grain, especially barley, was
badly lodged, ard great loss had been experi.
enced frem shelliog by the stoxrms,

On Scptember 7ih Phe Jiller estimated the
total wheat crop of the United Kingdom at an
average of 29 10 bushels per acre, on 2,307,277
acres, or a total yield of 69,288,436 bushels,

The Miller places the mean price of English
wheats for the cereal year just closed, at 33s.,
b6d. per quarter, as compared with 3ls., 2d.
the previous year, 30s. 8d in 1888.89 ; 3ls.
1d in 1887-88, and 333 6d in the crop year 1886-
87. The highest prices reached during the last
crop year werce 403, 5d. in May and 40s. 14, in
August. The lowest price was 31s in October.

Following were tae prices for leading wheats
at the commencement of the present cropyear,
on September lst last  Americsn red winter,
423 ; California, 433, 6d ; Australian, 45s;
No. I Be nbay, 41s 94 ; No. 2 Calcutta, 39s,
8d; Odessa Ghivka, 39s 6d; English' wheats,
average 403 11d. Samuiiog up the situation the
first of September, 7he Miller says

“The wheat crop as we estimated it five
weeks ngo promised 29 54 bushels to the acre
s it stocd, with possibilities of pulling in an-
othee busk:el with a really fine August. The
promise to-day i3 not 0 good ag it was a month
ago, and it is still only a promise.  Extremecly
littloe wheat is in stack, not much is in sheaf or
shock. The markets bave advanced about 24,
per qv. on the moath, and the new czreal yoar
clarts with values averagiog 5s. higher than
they did a ycar ago. September will draw on
old resources mors than on new supplies. "There
will be very little new Eaglish wheat sold this
side of dMichaelmas.  Fareign wheat is not ex-
pected to wrrive i any extraordivary guantity,
snd value may may not impossibly make a fur.
thee forward movement. We are, however, in
the hands of Foeuch and Belgian traders for the
nonco, as they can throw what proportion they
please of the 2,400,000 grs. of wheat on passage
to the continent, on the open market, buying

ficshly, if they like, of Awmerica, which with
over 20,000,000 qrs. surpius to move, is not
likely to hearken to facmors' alliances, advise
they *“a bolding of the harvest” uever so
wisely.  Left to oarselves, prices during the
next few weeks would improve, but America
and the continent have it in their power to
effectually “‘Leat the market, should such a
policy conamend itself to them.  Last week it
rather looked as if such an caterprise might bo
on foot, but speculation is proverbially
‘¢ ghifty,” and the wants of the continent itself
are genvinely and indisputably large.

A REFORM NEEDED.

Witls the advancement which fnternational
commerce has made of late years, it scemns
strange that some oftort has not beon made to
provide a uniform aystem of weights and
measures. Kven at home we are without a
uuiform systew of caleulating commoditics. In
the United States, in some maikets, grain and
other commoditics are sold and the price quoted
by the bundred weight, while in otiier markots
quotsations are given by the bushel. ‘The same
thing is true in Canada, different systems pre-
vailing in diffcrent markets. [In Manitoba, for
instance, we buy and sell grain by the bushel,
while in British Columbia, following the cus.
tom in the Pacitic coast states, grain is sold and
quoted by the hundred weight, or ton.  This
lack of uniformity creates endless cofusion
and annoyauce. Across the Atlantic, the
same difliculties are met with. InLondon, per
quarter is the common way of reckoning grain,
while at Liverpool it is olten quoted per cental.
Those who are not posted in the local peculi.
arities of the differeat markels, are thorefore
unable to anderstund the quotutions sent cut.
It should certainly not be a very diflicult thing
to arrange a uniforin system of handling com-
modities, which would have effect in all the
principal countries, if the move were inaugur-
ated in the right quarter.  Per cental seems to
be the common sense way of buying and quot-
ing grain, and in fact nearly all commoditica
and articles. The system of buying by tho
bushel is awkward and unbusinesslike. If the
per cental system could be inaugvrated gener-
ally throughout Canada and the United States,
it would be au immense convenicuce, and the
extension of this system to Murope would fur.
ther enbance its valae.

A PEOULIAR SEASON.

The present season will be remembered as
one of remarkable climatic peculiarities. Spring
opened ratner earlior than usval.  We do not
know what the records may say of past years,
but speaking from personal experience we
would g3y that the wmonth of April this year
wag the warmest one in the modorn history of
Manitoba. Some cxtremely warm weather
was oxperienced during this month—weathor
which would have been considered “ hot “even
in widswmaer.  May brought a change. May
frosts in Manitoba arc not looked upon as un.
usual, but they were excecdiugly severe this
year and the moath averaged cold and back-
ward.  Vegetation which was abnormally ad-
vanced by the excessively warm weather of
April, was nipped back by the May frosts.
June way a normal wonth, with abundauce of
rain and moderately warm, though the firat




