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THE COMMERCIAL,

about 250 of their miners, We presume thore
will be no question of the validity of sucha
contract. While it may be coutvary to tho
policy of the mines’ union. it certainly is not
contrary to public policy, Liowever muchits
wicdom may be questioued. Itisa contract
with considevation—rogntarity of omploymont
on one side, and an agreement not to strike on
the otherside. While, therefore the contract is
a legal one, being for considerations and not
conteary to publie policy or in contravention of
law, it is exceedingly doubtful if its provisions
can be enforced. Certainly the court cannot
compel a specific pecformance of tho contract—
that is, cannot force the men to continve to
work after they heve struck—and it therefore
becomes valueless so far as its intent to secwie
un uniaterrupted supply of laboe is concerned.
The ouly remedy in the case of the violation of
such a coutract is a suit for dawmages, nuless by
its terms a certain peoportion of the wages
eatned is retained as a gnarantee fou its faithfel
periorwance.  But such suits are very unsatis.
factory. Their expense is always more than is
or can be recovered, so that as a rule suit have
rarely been entered.  On the whole, the experi.
ence of those who have been parties to such
agree:nents is thut tuey are of little vilue.

The argument is advanced by unions against
these contracts that they infringe the liberty of
the individual. While there is a suspicion of
trath in the claim, it can be assceited thut such
a contract freely entered into by a laboringwan
i3 vot as greatan iaterference with the freedom
of the individual as ave in many cases his obliga.
tions to a trade union. The only difference is
that in the one case tiie agieement that restricts
freedom, if there be any restriction, is between
an employer and employee, and in the other
case it is between Lwo or moce employees. It
is gencrally conceded by those who have exam.
iaed into these questions that the tyranny ex-
ercised by a trade union over its mcinbersin
many cases has no parallel, and is far more
absolute and restraiving thap that attemipted
in the present day by employers over employees.
—Iron Agye.

Sugar.

Onr scientific knowledge in regard to sugar
extends ouly io the fact that certain mo'ecules
of matter grouped in certain forms have vhe
pewer of pioducing upon the moist surface of
the moath and tonguc the agrecable sensation
called sweet.,  Analysis shows the structure of
sweet Lodies but nothing more. So far as
scicnce is capable of explaining things, it often
faile at the most interesiing stage of inquiry,
and this is thecase with sweets, Itfailsto
show wiy a lump of sugar iy sweet and a drop
o vinegar or acetic acid is sour. The point
where light ceases to full on the pathway of the
investigator is that whete curiosity and interest
most inteoscly centre.  Why bodics are sweet,
gour or bitter cau never be known.  The mys-
tery belongs to that department of the organic
world ot open to human rescarch.

Of late years we have fallen into the nabit
of classing all sweets, with the exception of
honey, perhaps, uader the common name of
sugar, 83 CLI8 SUGAT OF grapu sugar and so on,

but really there is but one subatance properly
entitled to the name, and that is cano sngar, or
sugar of a similar character produced from
other substauces, as beets, sugar maplo and so
on, All the other sweets, scientifically classed
to themselves as glucose, arasimply sweet gams,
not sugars

The tiue sugar is presented to us in the form
of aggregated, well defined crystals, permanent
under all atmosphieric chianges and elegant in
lnstie and freedom fiom color when wellvefined,
It is not ouly the sweetest of ull sweets, but
one of the indispensible gifts of a wise intel.
ligence to man.  Ie is ealled cane suga.s beeause
it is producaed spontancously und abundanily in
the cane grown in tropical climates, Wheile it
is impossible in 41e present state of our know-
ledge to make cane supar artitically, it is quite
casy to make the sweet eubstance kuown ay
grape sugar or glucose, and to make it in im-
mense quantiries ab vory small cost, which fact
of itself is encugh to condemn it as a sweet to
take to take the place of veal sugay  With the
exception of airand water, perliaps, nature puts
none of our absolute needs to us so casily as she
puts glacose.  The fact is, glucose is neither an
cssential nor a makeshift. Wo must have
suZar to meet the requirements of the animal
orsanization, and we can no wore get it ovt of
glucose than we can out of pipe clay. We may
gratify the palate with glucose, bat we cannot
supply the natwmal demend.,  Were it possible
to feed us on gtucose alone, we should still find
ourse’ves dying for the want of sugar—the
glucose counld not supply the demand.—Boston
Jowrnal of Chemistry.

Interstate Commerce.

A late decision of the United States Supre:me
Court has an important beacing upon the inter-
state rights of commerce. An agent for a
lignor house in Chicago was proceeded against
befose o Michigan ccurt because he had been
pusbing the business of his honse in Michigan
without paying tiie tax of $300 imposed by the
act of 1873. This tax is laid upon all peisons
who shall gell, solicit or take orders for the sule
of spirituous or intoxicating liquors to citizens
or residents of Michigan, to be shipped to the
State or furnished at wholesale by non-resident
parties, as the law reads, The offeading dvam.
mer, being arrrigned before a local court, was
fined. Appealing to the Ciienit Court, his
penzley was confirmed by a jury, and, taking
the case up to the Supreme Court of Michigan,
the findings of the lower courts were all sus.
tained.  The decisiong rendered by the upper
courts in Michigan were uniformly adverse to
the defendant, and the justices werc unanimous.
The United States Supreme Comt, however,
1everses the State decisions and finds for the
defendant, on the theory that the Michigan law
is opposed to the Federal Coustitution, which
reserve wholly to Congress the power to vegu-
late commerce between the States; that it was
aiso unconstitutional because it opeintes in
effect to finpose duties upon imports, and be
cause it interferes with the mivileges of the
citizens of other States secured under the clause
of the Constitution which guarantees the citi-
zens of each State all the privileges and immu.

nities of citizens of other States, This decision
has an iundireet beming upon the rights of
travelling salesmer, though avising under o
discriminating low to discoursge tho whirky
traflic.  All the points wmade by the Supreme
Court aguinst the law in Michigan woold apply
witit cqual foree to toe sale of cuy other class
of wmerchandise by any other means.~Chicuyo
Journal of Cenunerce.

——

The Food Yalue of Oatmeal,

When we examine the change that has taken
place in flour when converted into bread,
wo see that it has gained a considerable amount
of water, a non-untritive, and at the same time
has Iost much of autritivo ¢'ements—albumin.
ates, fats, cmbon-hydrates and salts, o loss which
has taken place while fevmenting as dough, and
while in the oven during the process of boking
The averigo lnrs may be stated as sixteen and
one-half pounds to the bacrel, or a loss of one-
twelith of cach hurrel, oroae barrel ont of every
twelve, so that while flour in the beginning
compared somewhat favorably with oatmeal in
value, yet when mude fit for cating 2 startling
loss occmis, a lossthat oatmenl is not subject to,
for, by the usual method of converting catmeal
into palatable food, thut is by boiling it in water,
there are no changes in its elements and they
existas complete inthe cooked food as they did
in the natural grain, It will also be observed
that there is a large percentage of “salts” in
the oatmeal, much greater than in the bread or
taan in any other article on the table. The pres-
ence of these is neeessary for the building vp all
that belongs to tho bony structure of the vody,
aad their absence or deficienty is the usual
cause of imperfect de selopment of bony tlissue.
—dmerican Grocer.

General Notes.

Tue proprictor of ‘he Paris Petit Journal was
once & workman at three shillings a day. and
now aveiages £100.000 o year, A duily circula.
tion of §00,000 is claimed for the prper.

PaTexT medicine stamps in England are
hevrafter to beay the words: ““This stump im-
plies no Governmeut guarantce,” so as to do
away as far as possible with the notiou held by
igrosant people that the stamp warrants the
eflicicncy or exclleuce of the contents of the
bottle or package.

Tue managerof the Awmerican Fish Buvean
at Gloncesier, Mass., writes that this year's
mackeral cateh of the Americau Beet wil! be at
least 100,000 harrels short of that of 1884, and
perbaps us much ag 123,030 to 150,000 barvely
short. Importations of mackerel, owing to the
small size and poovr quality, will also prove t¢
have fallen off some 30,000 barrels,

A savEe thatis pronounced 2 marvel of mechar
ism has just been fivished for the Naticual
Bank of Scotlund by a London (Eng.) firy
This immense money box, which is wholly
Fard steel and weighs close upon 100 tons, ccx
sumed seven months’ in building, 2nd bas
Jess than forty-cight locks. Kacir door weigks
a ton, and the bolts thereon two huudred peunde
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