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THE CRITIC.

A MAN OF HIS WORD.

{Continued.)

V.

The young mun's thoughts woro not of the most cheorful kind. With
his olbow resting on the table, and his 1ight hand carcssing his beard, he
sat idly and half-unconsciously surveying the great dining-hall which visi
tors to Rye Court so much admred on show-days. Tho dark oak pannell-
ing, tho carved chimuey-pieco, which reached from floor to ceiling, the
inlaid cabinets, the broad sunbeame sloping through themullioned windows
and docponing the gloom of dark corners—all these things he noted with
an artists appreciation of light and shade, and with a regretful recollection
of past years, whon troubles had been loss {requent, when his mother had
been still alivo, when Grinstead had not yet gonoe to tho dogs, and whon the
old house had always beon full of guests. It would havo to be let now, ho
supposed. Timo had been when the raising of £20,000 wonld have boeen
almost a triflo to tho Tarls of Rye, who had formally been tferritovial mag-
nates of the first wator; but those good old days were gone forever
Having once bogun to descend the lull, tho famly had rusked downwards,
as families which follow that path genorally do, with alarining rapidity, and
the present head of tho great Houso of Dounne had nothing that was great
Jotu to him, except his namo and tho chivalrous, if somoewhat exaggerated,
voneration with which he regarded 1t.

Egbert, who belonged to tho latter half of the mneteenth century, did
1ot altogethor share this feeling , yet hio could not but adint that in marry-
ing tho daughter of a successful grocer ho would bo marrying benoath him.
This admission did not shake s resolve: his view of the case was the
modern ono—that a lady may be permntted to lack ancestry so long ns sho
posseases & handsome fortune. IDut his father, it seemed. was of another
opinion ; and his father was very obstinate, as was aleo Mr Hobday. For
himself, he was conscious of boing somowhat deficient in obstivacy He
had always taken lifo easily, gtving way tn most thinge, as he had done in
this present matter of his entering Parlianmient, because it was pot worth
while to have a fuss; and although ho did not waver in his allegianco to
Josephin ho did doubt a little whether circumstances might not, in the
Jong-run, prove toc strong for him. It was all very well to talk about
carning an independent incomo ; but in his heart of hearts ho was inclined
to agree with Lord Rye, that, if he postponed his marriage to that epoch, he
would never warry at all. Yossibly old Staveloy nught be ablo to suggest
something in tho way of oncouragement. o took his hat presently, and
strolled down the avenue in tho antwmn sunshine, thinking that 1t could at
all events do no harm to consult the aracle.

However, he was not destined to bo consoled by his ingenious friend
that day ; for, as the morning was a fine one for walking, and as he was in
no great hurry, ho wen$ a littlo out of his way in order {o revisit tho sceno
of his first meeting with Josephive, aud, when ho reached tho spot, whom
should he see, leaning over the boundary-fonce in an attitude rignificant of
listless dojection, but Josophine herself! 1Ile hastencd to join her, and
though her first words were, “1 can't speak 1o you,” she was persuaded,

.without vory much ditliculty, to consont to a brief interview, upon the
understanding that her lover was not {0 cross the frontier, which e had
shown signs of atiempting to do.

« T may sit upon the fenco, though, I suppose,” said Egbert, suiting the
sction to the word.

“Verg woll,” answered Josephine, who had retreated a pace or two,
“but you must not como any farther, and 1 can only stay a very few
minutes. We ought not to meet at all.”

“IWhy not, when wo aro engaged 1" asked Egbert, roproachfully.

Sho shook ber head. “*Wo are not engaged ; how can we bv, now that
overybody is against it7 I did not mind #0 much about papa, because there
was no real renson for his objecting, and I thought perhaps hie would give
in if ho saw that we were deteroined 5 but ho has just told me that Lord
Ryo would not hear of such a thing as our being married.”

“Well, what of that? My father has cven less right to object than
rours.”

i Oh, I don't think so. Thoy both have a right to object, 1 supposo;
only I can't understand papa’a objections, and I do quite understand Lord
Ryo's. 1t is much better that every ono should keep to his or hor own class,
and I ean’t mako myself your equal.”

* No, because you aro my superior in overy way,”
man, quickly.

“ Ah, you don't really ncan that; aud, if you did, your thinking it
would not mako it so. Just pow you don’t mind, because—becauso—"

* Bocauso I Tovo you.”

“ Woll, becauso you arv in love with me.  Bat some day it would Lo
different, and even now I don't think you would quite like telling your
fricuds that you were going {o marry a grocor's daughter.”

There wasa degr - of truth in this assorhion whioh Egbert was honest
onough to loave uncoutradicted.  “ Tho only question of any importance,”
he eaid, ¢ is whether weo love each othor sufficiently to bo constant in spite
of drawbacks. If wo do, no drawbacks can he worth considc}ing. I am
surp of myself, may 1 not be sure of you teo 1"

Sho did not amswer; su, afler a minule, ko repeated his question.
# Won't you say that you love me as much as you did, Josopkine ¥

% Oh, you Anow.” exclaimed the girl, without looking at him. * How
could I ohango? It isonly that I can't bear to think of your doing a thing
which you might live to regret.”” .

It was al this juncturo that Egbert, who had hitherla been xitting side-

returned the youny

ways on the fonco, with his legs loyally on lus own sido of tho boundary, !
swung himself over aud committed a trespass on Mr. Hobday's proporty. -
Tho st inoxperionced reador will hardly require to be told what followed
this Jawloss act. Josophipe protested ; but hor protests wore not listencd
to, nor, in truth, wore they very forcibly urged. Thoe lovers parted, after -
exchanging promises of coternal {idelily, and one of thom, at 21l ovonts, folt
that in combating the misgivings of tho othor ho had overcome his own.

“ You'll lot mo seo you again, won't you1" ho asked bescechingly ; but .
upon ths point Jusephmo was firm.  “ No,” she answored ; “ I don’t chooso
to decerve my father, oven if I can’t oboy him. Indeed, I shall tell him .
that wo have met to-day ; and I think you ought to tell Lord Rye™"

Egbert Inughed.  “Oh, I don't think that is nocessary,” said he, 1
don't cungider myself bound to keep my father informed of all my pro- -
coedings, and [ doubt whether he would thank mo it' I did. I must trust .
to chanco, then, fur my next sight of you, and I warn you that I shuil assist
chancee if I can.”

Josepliine, without saying anything, mado a slight gesture of dissent.
Shoe hardly expectod that Egbert should undorstind her fooling, which was
novertholess a very natural ono. it seemed to hor that she was entitled to
resist hor father's will so far as to romain faithiul to an absent lover ; but
sho was Jdotermined thoro should be nothing clandestine about her rebellion. .
Sho kept her word, and communicated the fact of her having encountvred | |
Egbort to Mr. Hobday, who showed less displeasure than might have boeen |
anticipated, merely saying, ¢ This must not occur agaiu, mind.” b

Mr. Hobday s attention was engaged with matters which ho considered . -
mre important than the philanderings of foolish boys and girls. The .
pulling day was déawing near, and, as it approached, it became more evidont ! §
that the chances of the Radical candidate were scarcoly worth taking into « °
accuunt. All that ho hopod for was a minority of votes sufliciently largo tuv
givo him somo sort of standing at tho next olection, whon the opposite side -
should be represouted by some less formidable porson than a member of the . }
Denne family. He knew something of Lord Rye’s affairs, as well as those -
of Lord Grinstead, and he foresaw thst at no distant day the wholo House
of Denno would fall with a ciash, and that Egbort would have to resign his
seat.

This cheerful anticipation cnabled him to bear with fortitude the very
unfriendly reception accorded to him when, accompanied by two or three
bold spirits who had avowed themsolves on his sido, he drove down to the ' ;
Flying Horso, thero to await the counting of the votes. Ho was made to :
wait a long timo, the proceedings being an entire novelty to Stillbourne,
and tho officials meeting with many difficulties in tho performance of their
dutics. Mr. Hobday's supporters woro discouraged and discouraging, and * 3
tho landlord of the Flying Ilorse was exceedingly grumpy—as well ho - ¢
might be, seeing that, by espousing tho wrong cause, ho had kept his house
cmpty when he oughit to have been driving & roaring trade. At the Ryo
Arms, over the way, ali the magnates of tho couuty wero assembled, having
felt it their duty to doprecato factious opposition in a public manner. The 3
frec and independent electors paraded the streets, cheering Egbert lustily, . -
and howling at Mr. Hobday’s snub nose whenever that feature could be
discornéd at tho first-floor windows of the Flying Houso. It was not until
half-past eight o’clock in the evening that the following result was announced
from the town-hall :

-

DESNE veeeerieeeneisesseiosss sseversesnssssesasss seeses 349 b

HOBDAY cetvtriticeesniiiieenreene i nniniancsssaeenees 22 g

MOJOTILY evreeenererveenes oo o00es323 o

An amiable cceentricity had led half a dozen clectors to record their 1
votes 1 favor of both candidates, and about a scoro more bad sp3siled their

voting-papers in other ways. .

Ygbert, in a fow well-chosen words, oxpressed his doop sense of the :
houor couferred upon him, and then Mr. Jobday was given {o understand

that he would be oxpected to say something. 1o had got ready a short
specch 1n anticipation of tho popular verdict, but he had not boen propared
for so crashing a dofeat, and in his wrath he substituled an impromptu |
cration that came straight from his heart :

* Electors of Stillbourno,—Nobody could mix with you fora wock
with- » discovering that you aro ono and all fools, but I didn't kvow that
you 1 sucha lot of cowards among you. There are more than two-and-
twenty of you who'd have voted against Iord Rye if they'd dared. Don't
toll me! 1 hope you'rs ashamed of yoursolves, that'sall.  Why, what harn
do you suppose Lord Ryo can do von? What good do you supposo he's
going to do yon1 Precious littlo—you may take my werd for thatt Now, -
you needn’t think I'm disappointed. I mesn fo represent you beforo vory!
long—not because it's avy honor to represent such a pack of blockhoads, |
but becanso I said I would My compliments to the honest fellows who'
promised to voto for mo, and then broko thoir promise. That's all Y'vo got'
to eay to you for the present.  Good-night.”

Mr. Tobday chen retired, pursned by sounds which the local nowspaper
aftorwards described as ironical choering. Iie was inore despondent than
ho was willing to allow, and a3 ho drovo homo he wished he had nover said
that he meant to be membor for Stillbourne. Having said so, ho was of
course bound to persevero ; hut it did soem rathor absurd that he sbould bs 4
put to so much trouble in order to bo returned for s potty borough which
would certainly bo dono away with when the noxt redistribution of seats B
took place, while there wore plonty of imporiant constituencios which would
doubtless clect him gladly. %

“ Theso intelligent beggars won't have anything to do with mo, you sce,"§
ho remarked, with a rathor sour smile, to Staveloy, whom ho mot a fow days 8
aftor tho ovont, :

* Tu Tas rmle, Gearges Dandin I answored the othor, placidly.
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