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CRITIC.

gegement of a highly salaried company here must cutail a pecuniary loss
unless the prices of admission are raised anu the house crowded. DBut,
dear critics, why impose upon your credulous veaders by snyin‘g that & New
York swell of the first water is well portrayed by an utter, if fairly dressed,
boor ; or that & ranter isa good imrcrsonntor of a hero, and a *'stick” of &
vivaclous flirt ; or that a fcllow with the stiffness and nesality of a New
England deacon is a fit delincator of a funny Irishman? Or why confuse
the poor J)ublic by making them fancy that the audience, which laughed
consumedly at the grotesque overdoing of a part, were amused at its comic
art. \We have seen such very dreary bits of acting praised by critics the*
we have somctimes fancied the writer was one of those maliciouis wags, who,
boing the first to pluwge into the water, and finding it icily cold, assures his
fellow bathers that it is dclightfully warm, and then, hurrying to shore,
grins at their cruel disenchantment,

———————t) S St

Tur instability of the French character lcads the people of France to
scek for frequent changes in their methods of administering public atfairs.
The French arms met with a reverae in Tonquin, and immmediately the
Cabinct of Mr. Ferry was obliged to resign.  As present the signs of the

times point to scrious internal troubles which indicate that the old spirit for
revolution has not yet died out.

- —— -

By the closing of the gaps on the C. P. Railway, North of Lake Su-
perior, all-rail comnunication upon Canadian soil between Hahfax and
Widnipeg has been cstablished. Within a fow months the railway will be
completed and Canada vill have within her territory a great trans continen
tal means of communication from ocean to ocean.

—— - o~

Ir the system of farming the poor in Digby County is not soon abolished
it will not be from lack of effort to remove this disgrace. The advocacy of
the rights of the poor by Rev. John Ambrose, Mr. Adams, and others, must
in time reform the present obnoxious system; otherwise the people of

Digby County must be content to occupy an ignoble position in the eyes of
their fellow-countrymen,

B e o D o NS

Tue Long Parliament in Oliver Cromwell's time was guilty of many
follies which would scarce meet with the approval of Puritans of the mod-
ern school ; and we imagiue that the tactics of the present Long Parha-

ment now in session at Ottawa, will, when read in the light of history be
likewise condemned by postority.

———

T halfbreed rebellion n the North-West Territory has been cotplete:
ly stampcd out, and the craven coward Riel is now in jail at Regina await-
ing trial.  Let him merely have justice, justice to the full, and Canadians
will be satisfied. The probabilities of a spcedy termination of our troubles
with the Indians are to be seen on every hand. White Cap has surrender-
ed; Pouadmaker, Star-blanket and Dirty Horn are sueing for peace, and
Big Bear alone bids defiance ; but his capture will be accomplished within
a {cw days. Canadian Volunteers have all the pluck and valour of British
soldiers ; and if this be true, those who sncer at the prowess of Our Boys
may yet have cause to alter their facial expression.

—— It

THE State of New York has decided to acquire, ata cost of a million
aund a half of doliars, the land adjacent to Niagara Folls, and convert the
spot into a well-regulated public park. By this mast of the abuscs of which
visitors to the Falls have had reason to complain, will bo remedied. The
hack fares will not be henceforth (as they were when Mark Tiwain was there)
so much higher than the Falls, as to rob the latter of much interest.
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To preludo any possible imputatin of plagiarism the writor of the lines
headed * Solace,” which appear in another column, wishes to oxplain that
they have bsen remodelled from a *omowhat longer little poem originally
coniributed by him to a Now York woekly paper.

oy
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. “Buds and Blossoms,” cdited and published by Rov. Mr. Avory, of this
city, 18 a tastefully arranged and woli conducted roligious publication, wnich
should number among its subscribors every Baptist in tha province.

The Acadian Hotel, rebuslt, fitted with all tho modern improvements,
nowly furniehed throughout, oponed last woek, under the managoment of Mr.
W. Poppleton, whose knowledge of his businoss, and onorgy of charactor,
spe::k well for tho Acadian’s futuro succoss.

Though the aotive and capable Post Officc inspector is away “to tho front,”
we cannot recall a time in Postal history, when the duties of the difterent
departments were more satisfactorily performed than at prosent.

Mr. Wm. Macnab, printer, has in press Mr. Whitman's ballad “Canada,”
(published lately in the Morning Chronicle) which will soon be issued in
neat pamphlet form aund on sale at all the bookstores for the reasonabic price
of 10 ccats.

We have boon shown by Mr. E. Brb, an almost infinite variety of buttons
of differont patrons, manufactured in Western Canada, from a * vegetable”
ivory.

. It is said, that ono of tho committoes of tho eity council is rather in-
clined to havo an oyo to businces,

MINING.

Gold mining in this Province, like all other tiade oporations has been
attonded with its fluctuations. At its eatly incoption, largo sums woro sub-
scribed by capitalists for tho purposo of proapecting and wining. But un-
fortunatoly theso sume, though ample, wore sgon squandered away or fool-
ishly invested, Tho wholo difliculty appears to havo been contered in tho
fact that tho partics who engaged iu tho work of prospecting and directing
the works at tho difforont minos were totally unfit for so important an opet-
ation  Then followed a rapid decline, in fact wo havo scarcely fully racove
cred from tho offecta of this sorious and discournging condition,

Our present condition, taking the Irovinco as a wholo, is really moro
oncouraging than at any timo asince our most flattering days. It only re-
quires striot economy, skilled experience and good business ability, to mako
our mines pay handsomoly

Wa aro quite freo to admit, and fully alive to *ho fact, that our mining
jutoreals nro largoly hampored,and soriour, ovon vilainous, schoming, has
brought disrespect to our othoerwiso promising mining prospoots,

Wn purpose to give such mining intelligonce as shell lead to correot
corruptions of the comdition of mining proportics, and an oxpose of any
fraud that muy come under vur atlention.

Almost nll tho mines, that ato in full operation, are showing up well,
with tho oxcoption of Goldenville, which for April roports 90 oz. 10 dw.
from 13U tone crushing. It is confidently oxpected by experte that Renfrow
will roon come to tho front ns a first class mining property. The manager,
Mr. Hayward, is hard-working, earnest and knows fully how the business of
such a proporty should bo managed in ordor to bring about a success.

The ol(ll votoran mirers, Hall Drothors, aro turning out amall tempting
“bricke" from tho mines near Bridgowator.

Thero aro soveral vory oxtensive coppor doposits in this Province that
somo live Amoricans may yot fully dovolop.

Tho summur's prices at oll tho collerics have begn arranged. Tho
manngor of the Gowrio wished thn mon to come under a reduction of a cont
por ton, The men did not feel inclined to accept it, so, after a time, the
managor gavo way to the men. At the Reserve, Bridgeport, Caledonia and
Lingsn tho samo mtes as last yoar will provai). At Little Glaco Bay thero
has bLoon a reduction, voluntarily accepted by the workmen. It is to bo
hoped tho Little Glace company will not fail in future to appreciate the
zoucrosity of their workmen, Tho ehipments of conl from the C. B, ports
up to date aro considoerably less then to the same timo last year. Tho ice
hung about the cesst lator this year then last, aml vessels aro not yot offer-
ing freely, Freights are low, which may tond to force vessels to sook
chatters in other quarters. A fow steamn colliers havo been chartered, but
not so many as in previous seasons, It is cstimated that up till dato the
shipments are from twenty to thirty thousand less than last year. Though
thero is considerable leo-way to muko up, it is thought that future activity
will. beforo tho closo of the season, brinyg the shipmonts up to, at loast, tho
quantity shipped in 1884.— Journal.

RIEL,

“ Voteran " writes us from Uppor Musquodoboit, on Riel and the North-
West Robellion. In the courso of his remarks ho says :

Riol's acts cannot bo cordoned by any other than those low politicai
placo-hunters who are polluted by the lower stream of *soctional agitation”
—those fomontors of treason and rebellion that flourish in all countries
upon tho credulity and ignorance of the peoplo, and if the Government
fails to do its duty in tho promises, thoen the peacs and prosperity of the
North-Woe~t Torritories will not be assured ns long as a half-breed or Indian
roams over their boundless domains  Already do wo hear of certain parties
comparing Riel to Joff Duvis. This, to ueo o sirong phrase, is * rathor
thin. Jelf Davis was tho chief executive of a Govornment de jure as well
a8 de facto, the ropresentativo head of ton States that had withdrawn from
tho Fedoral compact in their sovercign capacity by Conventions duly as-
sombled, and tho war that followed in ench section of the Union derived
its powers “ from tho consent of the governod"—not in tho shape of a
Rcbellion but in the form of a great Civil War, and as such was treated and
recognized by the civilized nations of the Old World.  Riel, for his mu
derous acts and treasonable designs, was onco released by tho Dominion
Government uudor tho pledge that he would leave the country and disturb
tho pesco of Canada no more. By his recent acts he has not only violated
his pledge, but ho has, by repoating his treasonablo and murderous designs,
outlawed hiwsclf, and wmade his case doubly heinous. Can his apologists
now expect clemency from a Governmont that has on a formor occesion
“ tomperod justico with mercy.” ¢ Vengeance is mine,” saith the Lord, but
the heartbrokon, desolute mothers, widows and orphans of the heroes that
fcll in battle on tho plains of the North-West now cry aloud for that

juatico which should bo moted out to murderers and assassins. Will it be
donet

Privimive Bringe Buinpiye.—Liout. Gibbon who oxplored the interior
mountainous wondors of Poru in 1851, gives a graphic description of a
susponsion bridge which he oxamined, constructed of bark twisted into
ropes, that was almost equil to the wire suspension bridges of our time.
Tho cordago at onc oxtromity was mado fast to posts, which supported s
roof of a house. Ho does not mention how tho other extremity of the six
paraliel ropes was sccurod. Tho bridge was cighty yards long and six feet
wido—spanning an awful gorge of 150 feot abovo a fosming torrent of black
water, coursing ovor rocks below. Sinall sticks lnshed to the vropes, side by
sido, made the floor, A wownan had charge of a rnde windlass in tho houss,

by which any oxno of the ropes were tightoned when too slack.,




