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Out that the gallant ýColonel hid failed te important oue, especially considem'îng tisai

fulY cemprehend the whole bearing of tue the E~lJPlata c aiumeil only about tihe sanie L
quesfltion on which bis eloquent lecture ivas quaauity et cotl durng the voyage frein etEngland te adir.asIlMS Dera.tation B
b:gel-by showing that the occupation and would laurn in oee day, tîere iî Lie main
cnmrnand of the Wetern Lake.' soqs a prime feture oft h. questiona conbisting et the hý
tfactor-fît any theory of defence for- Canada, sslety of thme vessel itselt. On c)Mj)Asring in
and moreover, the neaaas that vaere avail- heiimsof the twe ships iL wil bc seen that e

« . the El1 Plata is only halt the sihe of the De-
ablel for retaining the commnand ut thoee vastatiom, but. ba@, neverthetss, conîpletedC
inland seau, wbich are br.îefly, thme coemmand tue voyage acrosLthe bay and a part eft he ti

of te~èriîand-hêcntaoul e i~Misa- Atlantic, occssionally vtt a hesîvy sea run- tr
iop, which would follow, and the seuding ning, aithott rising suy ef these causes for ]

iSsipi 'luisgivinga' wliclh bave beema s0 rite in the
proper gun boats loto those waters -twe or casle of 1.M.'S Devastation. c
thavee of the type represented by the speedy Th[le crew, indeel, thave expressed then- 81
clasa, u)r bettpr seuh, by veasela ef the tolow- selvesa most' confident in Lb.sasfety of tbe ti
ing type which ceuld be employed on coast vesse!lu a beavy seat, auJ w. are, thea-efore,

serice an i tb loerSt. Lawrence baving sure that the public wili tbor-eaghly support,
servceand ci ue iwerOur nitval authea lUes lu the deeixion they

acceas te tbe Upper, Iikes u4y our unagiti- lave anriveai au. wiabh regard te IH M K .Devas

cent canal@, Tho folowing la taken frein tation. We tee), however, tsait severai per.
the sème. Issue of our cotemporaryt sons of greRat experience bave but toc justly f(

"By 4couts wich aye een ecertîycoude-nnaed theimfrattieir lack of corsfilence
sent frein St. Vinceut, a not tavouraldelu hecu riigaliise u
report bas been received rît the cruiflo rt the eeboird, unmasted tua-et alisa rfter hav- P
ttrret-ship El Plat,,&, under the commasnd et 119 r@eî±ved &0 many reliable Preofs e1t hein
captain ltoyse wbicli W as -on a voya ge fiet sîsîbiliiy. hit as otear aise that thon. musqt
Wevrpooî to02!ente Video, for service in the b. many oflicers aud men in the ltoyalt Navy
iay ot the Argentine Confederaution. Tite who, net only for duty's sake, but aiso for
21 Plata je a tunneL ahip of 1800 tons 1,45 ] ! aie laudiébie rossons, weuld gladly en.bark

fetlong, 41 feet beam. and drawu 9tt. Gin. iheJ)evagaaionand doubtlieos have already
cf wtn mdwsbltb es.Lid xpreased their anxiety te do se ileny ian-

llehre iverpoo l. 8h iaisne ramtei rence. m.y, be derivei fren, iite marj
sudher laso f 1eb'Li e oly41.Gin., >o' applicetiona which lbsd te ho reftued la the
witbsrtandiug wbich the crew, cousis tiag ttie tPlia
chiefiy er officers and men *ho, îatey bî- 1hb danger of usen being washed ever
,On ged te tbe-UQl ZIvyý, VY QiuntPi-edd te buaa-d frein Lime pper deck appearste ohavea
11iccmpaany the vessel acroiss the Bay arad keoenscmewhat. nullified intheLb case eft Liii

the thmuletri ier estxmatcnveasel by the aptitude she bas with lier low
"She is particularly_ designed for river freeboard in rescu.sig them frein à& watery

service, auddje protected by a belL t farour grave. It alpeared ibat ou the 22nd Feb
14 time w.ter-line, in addition te the turret mar rs fivrord ieeuo a
Wbmcb is.crawposed* of9in. armour platpsand tai 138 usede oorn ot

Carns te h~tonguns 8h leI hier-tlought it wou'ld be a quîcken course to tako
l)iol in the eariy p art ofthtie yean, and afies'r m ipiri o&d ied-wmn an
a~ libi-t delearellolyhoad sud Milford, leitIt e mAetupati put the hehunbard oversteened
thme L)tter plage, îam tise lth February for direct for the.mnu, pioked hlmn up, anmd

3ý44ir:vproceeded ou isi course. The vesmet was
Oh the folIotwlig day a blow wms experl-t- 1 leave 8t.. Vincentu on a1lie 2nd Marchiand~nttd 'forathé .W. bei~g nsa-y ded l was boped would arrive au. Rie about th.

nlhi»ad,.>t t il paepsatations for bad saest.her Otb et the saine month-"y
War» rendered. unnecessary by tise va iad and Our- canais âtYrding accesastroin, the
Péa5 decreasiug tewitrds higimt, wii'ich euabled lower St. Letwrence at Montrei! te Lake1

th 0vesel e poeed bén aitie foe sd-Ontario bave locks 2W0 feet li length, 45c

'SThe ad e#0 s-dualy iamprod, andcion feet in wdtb, sud aine feet of wat.er oni ailla.
te 14htb u)wita.4 venng 4e ttie uorthward, They sire about being enisrged se thbat they

4tteyptpgress was mnail.. thé vessel wouil- readily pass a vestrel cf the dimensions1
i-echý Madefra on Lhe iSitb Februtia y, after of LI PIlta; those. connecting Lake Onta rio,
hha*g 'Made ti good paesatge snd having Erie, and liuron are 250 feet lOagj f45 feet
'lairt duing the -e41h* ôamýys'voyage onty E

aa,>? SJX of tceaI. Surp)y sucb a report, wide anmd have 112 feot of water; me that tbua
'14 giye tzange copariîon betweeu the conmmand cf Lthe Western Lake% ueed net
C1OàîStm1r>ion -ef ceai, nt iis veasel, which bô,ahiindoueul'except thnough ignorance et
iroc2edèJd atau vbl-aaerate Cr 170 É mues a

da W etMnyof ur <><tu.yat aîeîrPîuVtd tieir reacuz-ces, capaibiiies atnd imnportaince;
esselp Muets ditferenc« Must. uaaurliy sind tiîeir peglect cf overlookiug their

ariset'rs the dr:suglst t fw:ter beiamg se strategaetical importance will tend te îîeu-
sinahi, but W. fevruture te subinit imi uona(lie tralise %Il defentive nieasurea as thels- waters
face cf these figirees someihing miglit u A r- wàhaits L)mlstfteloeti in
"4aP9 be accoanptiàhed by redcuiîag -140 a u ei MJ ie t iesire a in

c1-uh f water ,and tise freebouira of our sudra-ar cfLime richest.anti moat important
îin1tore wiuhont aflectiug their sifety aub portion o e(mnada, se ubat ibe systein cf4

o tnoasts wntili be requireai, butL as ini defence se elaborateiy designed anad describ(
te O! L tImeEl Piata only two poleà irs] el by Coloniel JauRvqa, la liais!, te sttmick iu

k aane.onuipdeckf. oa fomNisdêraflnk umd a-ar. aud indeed quito openm te

teS, inaent we.s agaîn oaly 6 ty-i esa. boh by thcir hyîaottîesis ot detence. Any
al, isough aa outhsenly gale wita met vith eîom noesctostoEscnorut sen

,f,eier n luMdera, sud imigtl southeri y tuontiers catu enly ise made by the lino oe'
Nà P4 - aWere expeiriencecl lustead of tLb.tiua:i ln hcAroda]Zie

iti-ades.Lise Keusuebeuaaoî hc 4al dase
Apý41ant frein time question eofLIme con- in, IT'6-it, gnarded, IL was iam 1asable thon

Ut cai, iiica i i tFelt a nostitIla1 oe enw

The oli Gale of Cîn'u1îî, the valley of the'
Là-kes Clhamplain and George woultl le
?1Tectually clo3ed by the con trol ef the [Iud-'
qon River which the command of the sea
b.aar. would involve -,4th-L is, if thie officer
in command of the narâl tarament unfier-
tood the true sirategy ofthtle Defence or-
Canada. and it would cost EngIud no exer-
ion beyond tboroughly a.nderateinditng the
true ttrategetical as welt as political benir-
ngs of a war with the Uniteil States ie
combine lier interest ini bringing iL to a
speedy conclusion with ouré ii deft.n.1ng
the Dominion.

Tuz folloii7i etr whitb ih apiedfrei
(?road Arrow of l.l$h %trch, exhIijt ain a,
atsiking ligbt the ditliculty experi*need i in
forcing on a College train e< cas of -offoera
any invention ne inatter how tiqefst or itw-
portant which has net etiiinsted tfram their
own rmîksor is in niccord-ïnce witlî tlàei tradi
tional opinions-this is j-st the resuit of oipe
educa lion :1.

SiRt -Th.e aboe is the question now of'
chie( importance, as regirds the future
planning of permarnent defeflalve works, as.
avel as tbe construction Of otir» asege bat-.
teries. In the Broad Arrow of èbé 5th inst..'
ave Iesî1n thad forty ýS ton. auJ ilteen 35.
ton guna, in addition te a still gi eater nua».
ber or eighteen and t9venty.five.tons ýweigfat,
are now lu the Set-vice.; it is aise noteed, that
two 38 ton and two 3.5-ton guns, are tte 
the arniainent of the turret-aship lhandeer.
[t appears that the only other. very heavy
guns allo.itare four efthtirty-five tons, on
honrd the Devasildioit, but there are sor»le
Bifty more oft thirty-five and thirty eight tons
available far use when required. Faon the
lelay ini placing tiiese Woolwich ,IfAunti in
position, the inference is, tha a otibt exi.;

sts as te the systera they oujght ta be
m*unted upon. .Up te tbe dlogsie et p
year there was net èven a 9-inch, (te,, a
ton gun, niounted in Englnl, aud ai for
Indii%, its ce &et de'ence is entirely in a back-
ward state, even the kind ef gun platforni
best suited for th-it co 'uatry bas net, yét been-
decided upon, and tbe forts tbÔa'glaplanned
have net yet been built. [leré, by way ýof
parenthemis, lu. may be observed that a sep%.
rate 16Luspector General of Artill*ry," in
rounÏd <ecessary fer India; surely a "DIirèctor
et Arulllery" ini that (oulntry must be equally
needed ? pèrhaps the. d i cul ty'about asuc'h
appointmnent in, ihat it mt bet G under the
governmeuf. of Indtia, sud tudopenden'i of
the Waîr Office. Iteturti'ng to <hé origihal'
subhject ol bome.defence, ii ateb. règrette 1,
thavpuic opinion ii nôt sufficiently edu.
cau.ei ou this suhjecb te e nsure a witte and
intelligent in ta-reât in it, and te counteract
the bureau'nr tîic lrejuicies, wiaicb nit on.
trcquently Il tiîip)' titary scier tific pro.
gress. t a.411questiuaàs af.ctin Rt 0 11e
bot7 onir naval an I mli itary ellii ey,-thiie
la noue te comparu wn 1) the quest'on, How
oae we bes at ad iith leas< eèxpeun_9,* atm
our gunboats ahd eiruarfW ;t-pteiý véeels, ns
well as our land, tan t ila part env coasu. de-
fermes?7 unit t le of eqùal iitilort unce as ne-
g trda the -quipmflL <&,'Our stege traîis-
Arai we 10 g']OOn witli the >tesentit î4cost.
ly turret and Iron shield embasure systern,
or shahl we adnpt the MoncrieIff system, ira-
Iroved as i l as been recéntly, on bis hby-
dre penumuate''priairipil?

For civil!ian readers, it may b.erplained
t.hi% systent enables lame guri, .wbat.ver i-s


