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NEWS OF THE WEEK,

. The news from the Gold Coast is so con-
icting that no reliance can be placed in it.
However, below is the latest intelligence
:gceived by telegraph from the Seat of
ar:-—
London, Feb. 25.—A report has reached
ere that a great battle has been fought
al Coomassie %etween the Ashantees and a
force under Gen. Sir Garnet Wolseley. The
®ngagement is said to have Jasted the
Whole day and closed with no decided re-
Sult. The Mss of the British troops is
8iven at nearly 300, including many offi-
Cers, The Highlanders alone are roported
-10 Liave had 150 men killed and wounded.
eneral Wolseley was said to be in need
?&Peinforcemen:s. which were fifteen miles
3

The War Office has received n  report of
the Lattle +4id to have occurred between
It Garnet Wolseley's army and the Ashan*
®es; but an unofficial thongh circumstantial
.deipntch bas reached the Admiralty Office,
The battle was fought at Ackroomboo. Re-
o ted among thekilled are Major Baird and
Aptain Buckle. ,
London,Feb.26.—The despatches received
,f“terdny, reporting a reverse { the Ashan-
]?he Expedition, cnused gresat excitement.
4 © grave fears which were entertained for
18 safoty of General Sir Garnet Wolseley’s
'y have been, however, dispelled by the
poeipt to-day of the following: Coomassie,
‘Qbrunry 5.—We reached here yesterday
bﬁ‘% five days' hard fighting. The troops
“nhﬂud admirably. Our casualties are
) der 300, The King has left town, butis
1008? by. Ile promises to visit me to-day
op "0 & treaty of peace.  We hope to start
our relurn to tha coast to'morrow.
or: Wounded are recovering and the health
he remainder of the army is good.

A (Signed,) WoLseLey.
thg *Pecial despatch to the Standard says
BﬁhsAAhantees entirely surrounded the
wigh h army, but were eyentually driven off
the  8reat loss. The prinjipa'l war chief of
tapg Ashuntees was killed. The King had
ex, 0 the command in person, and it was
Supected he would renew the attack: Feb'
ing Was the date decided upon for the stoym-
fo,.e:‘f Coomassie: by General Wolseley’s
Si.F g"her particulars of theé battle belween
the l'met Wolseley and the Ashantees say
lu,m‘“?or fought desperately. The fight
iy lhl'oemm six o'clock in the morning un-
tigh, In the afternoon, Seventeen Bri-
hﬁl&d %ers were killed or wounded. Naval
Rﬁme 145 strong, loss 39 men ; Rifle
Yagiye 2,38 engineers and 38 men; loss of
allies pot known, but very heavy.

The communications of British forces, with
the rear are threatened. It is believed
that another large force of Ashantees is
approaching Coomasssie from the south
west.

The Ashantee war, just reported ended, it
was calculated would cost the English about
$5,000,060. Taking into consideration how-
ever, the number of natives in the employ
of the English—over 25000 in all—it must
have cost at least $10,000,000, from which
must be deducted $1,000,000 which
the Asnantees have promised to pay over.
As England has—or is supposen {o bave—

$25,000,000 in the exechequer. The war |

will cause no immediate taxation extra.

It is represented that Gladstone has de.
termined to no longer take an active part in
Porliamentary proceedings, There is much
speculation as to who will succeed him as
head of the Opposition. The Observg hopes
that Gladstone’s determination is nof final.

Theaction of Disraeli in limiting his cabi
net to twelve members is generally approv-
ed of by the press. Gladstone's Cabinet"was
composcd of fifteen members. Sir Charles
Edward Trevelyan is to be made a Baronet ;
Francis John Pakenham, Secretary of Bri-

-tish Legation at Washington, and Watson,

Secretary of Legation at Copenhagen are to
exchange places. The following additional
appointment under the new Government are
announced :— Lorp Landon is Vice President
of the Council; Lord George Charles Len-
nox, Commissioner of Works and Buildings,
and Mr, W. I, Smith, M. P., for Westmins*
ter is Financial Secretary of the Treasury.

Sir John Pakington Las been elevated to
the Peerage, under the title of Baron Hamil-
ton.

Sir Bartle Freere, ata meeting of the Royal
Geographical Society yesterday evening, sta-
ted thst after conference with Mr. Kirk, he
had come to the conclusion that the report
of Dr.Livingstone's death was true.

The Queen, at the request of Mr. Glad-
slone, has granied a pension of £1,000 per
annum to the children of Dr. Livingstone.

M. Gueber aund six other delagates to the
Reichstag from Alsace and Lorraine, have
published & manifesto repudiating Bishop
Races’s acknowledgment of the Frankfort
Ireaty.

The Duc de Broglie has issued an order to
Prefects to watch citizens who leave for
Chisolhurst to do homage to the Prince Im-
perial on his attaining bis majority.. |

Dr. Livingsione's remains are expected at
Zanzibar about the 20th inst.

The famine in India threatens some twenty
seven’ districls, comprising a total popula
tion of 40,000,000, twelve districts being de-
scribed as almost entirely without food and
water.

Twenty-eight thousand personsin the Pre..
sidency of Bengal aro in distress from want
of food,

It is said the English Parliament immedi.
atiely on re-assembling will be prorogued till
the 12th of March.

Three thousand women of New York city
have offered their serviceg to the cenductors
ofthe Union Temperance Prayer Meeting
against the liquer traffic.

Severe fighting is going on in Biscay.
Portugualite was to have beeu attacked by
land and sea simultaneously, but on the
arrival of the fleet it was discovered the Car-
lists had abandoned the town.

The disturbance in Havana is more serious
than at first reported. The volunteers are
unwilling to bte canscripted under Spanish
officers. A crowd, collected in front of the
Captain-General's house, was fired upcn by
the troops, several lives being sacrificed.

Henry Howard, agent for Great Britain in
the American and British Joint Claim Com-
missiony has been made a Companion of the
Order of the Bath.

Hon. Robt. Bourke, brother of the late
Earl of Mayo, has been appointed Under

-Secretary for the Foreign Department.

The following additional appointments of
members of the new Government are ofii-
cially announced—Duke of Abercorn, Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland; Colonel Thomas
Edward Taylor, Chancellor of the Duchy of
Lancaster; Sir Charles Bowyer Adderley,
President of the Board of Trade ; George
Scater Booth, President of the Local Gov-
ornment Board ; Algernon Fulka,. Egyp-
tain Naval Admiralty ; James Lowther,
Under Secretary for the Colonial Depart-
ment.

Asiatic cholerais raging fiercely at Buengs
Ayres. The deaths trom this cause number
from thirty to fifty, and thousands are tak-
ing refuge in the rural districts,

When Thiers entered the Assembly atMar.
soilles on the 25th he was greeted with a
perfect ovation from members of the Left,
in consequenoe of his letter stating his con-
viotion that a Republic is the only form (f
Government for France.

The Vendome colume is rapidiy approach.

| ing reconstruction. The spiral bronze hus

reauhed the seventh turn out of the twenty-.
two which will complete the height, The
lost plate. fixed represents the attack amd :
capture of Granzburg, . -
‘The Semaphoreof Marseilles statos that the
authorities have just ordered the seizure cf
cortain letters bearing, by the side of the
address, a small photograph of the Princo
Imperial,| with the motto ** Appeal to the
People.”” = A number of visiting cards in
envelopes, marked with the same likeness,
have been put into ciroularion in the city.



