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The Danites During the Judges.
For the Review,
In a recont publication highly commended throughout the

Eanglish spoaking world thoro appears this passago: The last
named rivals of Israel (i.c. tho Philistines) extruded a whole tribo
from itaallotted territory. Its transforin a body to a romote
rogion in the North, doubtiess with the concurrence of all the reat
of Israel, indicates the strength of tribal cohesion . . atacom-
paratively lote date in tho Epoch of the Judges.

The tribo to which refercneo is madc in this statemont ie that
of Dan. The ovent in the tribe’s history which the writer has
in view is that recorded in Judges xviii. And his interprotation ot
that event is that the entire tribe, at that time migrated from
thetr homno in the South to a new homo in the North. Tho
usually roceived intcrpretation is that only a part of tho tribo
undertook to migrate. ‘The interpretationof thizauthor ovideatly
isthat tho entire tribe migrating in & body made their future
home in the distant North.

Unuoual though this view is a carcful study of tho narrative
will discover considerable evidence in its favor. In the first verse
of thochapter (Judges xviii) the entire tribo is represcnted as
asceking an inheritance. In tho second verso the entire tribe is
ropresented as choosing five men and sending them forth to spy
out tho land. Additional evidence is afforded by verse ninetecn.
In that passage tho migrating body is spoken of as a tribo ; more-
over wn vorse thirty the descendants of these Danites aro spoken
of as tho tribe of Dan. In verse eloven the phrascology would
suggest that the six hundred warriors wcro only a part of the
tribe. If howover other passages mado it certamn that the entiro
trbe did migrate at this timo 1t would not be difficult to interprot
verso cloven into harmony. Did thia chapter then contain all the
informition that we have in reference to tho history of the
Danitos perhaps the obvious interpretation would bo that the
entire tribe did, at this period, leave their former homen the
South for n new homo in the North. But their is cvidence exter-
nal to this chapter that must be taken into consideration in
coming to a decision. Some of this external evidence will be
found to support the foregoing interpretation. There 18 for
instanco the relerence made to this tribe in the propbecies of
Ezokiol. Tho prophet bas a vision in which ho sces the partition
of tho land among the tribes of Isracl. In that vision he sccs the
territory of Dan and the territory of Asher lying side by mdo
without any referenco to terntory allotted to Dan elsewhere.
Such association of the territory of these tribes might be taken
to imply that, in the traditions of the pecople keeping alive tho
history of tho past theso tribes wore placed side by side. This
would not have beon the case did tho body of tho tribe continue to
dwoll in tho distant South. For Asher was in tho extrome North,
and the original home of Dan in the cxtreme South. Theroir
also tho a prior: constderation that tho strong tribal sentiment
would make the migration of the whole tribo desirable and there.
foro probablo, in the necesaity of the migration of a part. Thus
vory considerable ovidence can bo adduced both {rom the story
of tho migration aswo have it in Judges and from cxternal sources,
in favor of the above interpretation.

But what to some will appear stronger ovidence can be
addaced i favor of the usually received interpretation. Thereis
for 10atanco tho fact that the carcer of Samscn was subscquent o
this migration. If the opening verso of Judges xviii is to be
taken as a rtatemeont of fact and not as a coroplaint on the part of
tho Danites, it followa that the migration narrated took place
even before tho death of Joshus and therelore, long yeara beforo
tho 21mo of Samson. But should this evidence be explained away
by holding that tho verso is not a atatement of fact there romatns
other ovidente. ‘There is tho fact that tho young Levite who
occupies 30 prominent a plrco in the story was a grand.son of
Moses {Judges xviii- 30 R. Version.) and must therefore have
antedated Samson unless that giant of strength flourished at a far
carlier period thanis usually supposed. From this it follows
that the migration precedod Samson's tims. There 1s also the
fact that Mabanoh-dan was a woll known town when Samson
lived {Judges xiii- 23" But this torwn received its namo during
the migration of thesix hundred (Judges =zviii. 12). Henceit
{ollows that Samson lived subsequent to the migration. Butin
Samson's timo the Danites were a considerablo influence about
Zorahand Eshtaol ‘Tudges xvi 31) Therefore only a part of the
tribo migratod to tho North at this time. Still more convincing
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evidenco is afforded theso who believe in the historio character of
the Pentateuch, by the consus taken shortly boforo catering tho
Promiscd Land and recorded in the book of Numbors. Accord-
ing to that consus thore were at that time upwards of sixty.two
thousand able bodied men in tho tribe of Dan. To suppose that
at any time during the period of the Judgoes this number had
becomo reduced to six hundred is to suppose some overwhelming
disaster concorning which history is silent and from which the
other tribes did not suffer. In other woids it is to suppose the
oxtremely improbable, But unless the able-bodied men had
become reduced to six hundred the ontire vribo did not at thie
timo migrato to the diatant North. ‘Thereforo for those who hold
atrict viows on inspiration this argument is mmost couvincing.
But oven for those who do not hesitate to question the credibility
of certain parts of the Pentatouch tho usual interpretation of this
narrative is the most consistent. Those writers supposo that
Judges was written about the time of Josiah and that Numbers
was written some time after tho captivity. This would separato
tho two historians by a period of one hundred and fifty or two
hundred years. Now tho interpretation that regards the nugra-
tion under consideration as the migration of the entire tribo asks
us to bolievo that during this period of onc hundred and fifty or
two hundred years tho current tradition regardizg the numerical
strength of the natiou during its early history had changed so
much that thelater writer recording the tradition of his day gives
tho strength over o hundred times greater then the carlicr writer
recording the tradition of his day. Thisis askinge us to believe
what isalmost incredible. The fact that it was the custom to
chroniclo iniportant ovents in the national annals only goes to
make the demand on our credulity all the greater Thus for
those who do not hold strict views on inspiration as well as {or
thosc who do, the usual interpretation is the most consistent,

Nor is there any dufficulty 1 harmonizing the narrative in
Judges with thisinterpretation  All that is required to harmo
nizo Judges xviii: 1 2is to suppose that the tribo at large sanc-
tioncd the colonizing schemo :in which the inhabitants of Zorah
and Eshtaol were leaders. Nor is there anything improtable in
such a supposition. Indeed tho usual method of relieving cco-
gested centres in these early timnes was to hive off a part of the
population into colonies more or less remoto. If tho population
within the limits of an became congested through the pressuro
of the hilistines and Amorites upon its bounds what would be
moro natural than to scek relief in a colonizing scheme. As for
Judges xviii: 19 it 15 enough to suppose that the mn of hoasting
hasnot been confined to the vain ambitions of modern times. And
Judges xviii: 30 will present no difficulty when it is remembered
that for somo reason the writer of this story was morc interested
in tho colony than in the parent tribe. Judges xviii: 11,1t need
not be said, findsa moro natural rendering in this interpretation.
Nor is thero any difficalty enccuntered in the evidencs external to
the narrativeof Judges. The fact that Esckielin his vision places
the territory of Dan hard by that of Asher can be explained from
two facts viz. that Ezekicl’s partition of the land was ideal and
that Asher and Nan wero associated in tho early literaturc of
Isracl espocialiy in the Look of Numbers. In reforence to the
tribal sentiment it is enough to say that it could not provent the
bi-scction of the tribe of Manasschand so could not bs relied upon
to prevent a colony breaking away from the tribe of Dan.

Thus it appears that there is good reason to abide by the
ordinary interpretation of this Bible story.

We cannot hve on probabilitica. The faith in which wo can
hive bravely and dic in peace must be a certainty, so faras it pro-
fesaes to bea faith atall, or it is nothing. Thereisa power in
the soul, quite distinct from theintelicct, by which God iy folt,
The Christian knows througa the hesrt.

Tho best antidote against the poison of sin, i, to walk in the
Spirit , to be mach in conversing with spiritual thioga; to m nd
the things of tho soal, which s the spiritual part of man, n.ure
than thoso of the body, which 15 his carnal part; to commit our-
sclves 10 tho guidancs of the Word,wherein the Xoly Spirit makea
known the willof God concerning us, and in the way of our duty
to act in a dependence ou his aids and influences.

A muserly man who insisted that he was a proportionate giver,

oxplained that ho gave in proportion to the amount of religion ho
poascased. )



