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IlSORRY CHIRISTIANS."

An aged minister, of great oxperience
in training and caring fer the yeung,
writes us regarding tile recent largo ac-
cessions te the membership of soîne of
our Missionary Churches :-<' 1 ama
auxieus about the subsequent training
and teaching of the people who, we hope,
are convortod. They wil'make sorry
Christians without this."

The anxioty expressed is by ne means
causeless. It has been tee littie feit.
Christian people, and even ministers,
have tee frequontiy feit as if a seul
truly converted te God might àlmost bo
left .to take care of itseif ; or at leat
might be loft te, the Lord te tako caro.
of. Do wo net regrard such seuls as
"saved 7" And de wve net beliove in

the final perseverance ef the saints?
Why thon ho anxieixs about those wvho
are now safe iu the feid of the Geod
Shepherd? Sueh i8 the way in which
tee many reason-if net aieud, at any
rate inwardly.

Now, it is undeubtedly true, and it is
a very procio1us and' comfortir- truth,
that "h le that believeth on tho Son of
God hathi ovoriasting lifo ; and more,
ho I "shal iiot conw ikto condemnation,
but is, passed, from death unto life."
And if salvation were the enly ebject in
view iu the bringig ef sinnors te Christ,
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and if that salvation meant just 80 much
and no more nî hcavenly bliss, in evory
case, we might cease our labours and
anxieties on behaif of ail true converts.

But the Divine plan contemplatos
somét1iingl more than the saivation of
the sinnor frein hell, or even from. his
sins. The Lord would mako him. the
instrument of saving other souls, and se
by the training of ail the 'powers and
faculties of his moral nature, in active
service, immonseiy incroaso at once bis
capacity for onjoyment, and his joy in
the presenco, of Christ over those whomn
he has brouglit to Mim, or has helped
on in thoir way to glory.

There are, indeed, somo "sorry Chris-
tians " in the worid. There woro in
Paul's time-and porhaps thero always
wiIl be-somo, of whom ho wrote <C oven
weeping." XVo have sometimes thought
tho dcvii lots go his hold of some mon
more easiiy thaýn others, percoiving, in his
craftiness, that they are such qucer im-
practicable creaturos that they wili do
hum botter service in the church than in
the world. Nor doos ho miscaiculato.
There are some Ilcrooked " things that
eau nover 'be made straight,» and
there are semne real Christians whose
natural pervorsity is such as te make
their connection with the Church of
Christ more fruitftil of cvii than of good.
Instead of being heipors and cemforters
te hum, they lic like a milistono upen a
pastor's heart. That is their mission !

Thora is almost as much difference


