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DNfur an " Open Counisel Coluinui," such as thiere is in the Englisli
Jft)7ftli($1? To inake the nîiost of' the space it eould bc east into double
coin lnsand set up iii sial type, whichi iould render it capable of con taining
:ill the Il thculo gical notes and qucries" of tie bretlinen. Sucli a departmneut
%vc think is grcaitly ncdud, andi %ould be, doubtlcss, inost Iîighly prir.ed.

Iii these tinica of mental coummotion and spiritual uphcaving, whien the old
land-mnarks are bcing remnovcd and the faith of nany shak-en, doubts brecd
fast, diffieulties rise thiclz, and a subtle, all-pervading infidelity I)revails. 'fli
people rend iii our periodieul literature the thoughits of the best thinkers on
ait subjects-secular, saered and scicntifie-and in inueli of' tiat tliey have
adiniistercd to thenii unwhvlolsomnie and erroneous doctrine. It is finel scid. ;
it is pleasing; it is plausible; and it is urged ivith ail the fervour of irrefragable
proot' and ecarest deinousiration ; so that hie must nieeds be a brave lURFi who
would smmy, nay ! so iiany echo, yea ! And the weakz ones fait and the strongr
unes f'ear.

~Soîne watchinien on their towers rny note the issues of the confliet and be
pondcring the mîode of retrievemnent, the way of redemiption for the lost-
]et these spcak out ! E:xclange thougflts, knowledges and experieuces-lend
umu1tual lhclp. Let curreat religious thoughit and opinion be canvassed-
cautiously, yet fearlessly and mnanfully. No ili can corne of it, but great
gtuod-good to the iisiiter by ncw lighit thrown on the subject deait witi-
gYood to tie people through1 1dmi.

WC, Congregational elergy, are too stili and close, too much Nvrapt up ilu
cor own plot of vineyard and its care-tou ineonununicative. We mîove along
qoietly, gathering as we best ean our soul geai and mental garnishing, and
kcop iL ail to ourselves.

Sir Thomas l3rowne's plan was better and nobler, IlI miake not miy hecad a
grave, but a treasury of kuowledge ; I intend no mouopoly, but a coiuuiiity
in learaing : I study not for my own sake only, but for their's that study flot
for thiemselves.-" MNany bretliren could solve probicins and unravel gntarled
knots, whieh perpiex xnany, by a few words. Are not many of the brethircn
like flint that needs to be strieken and smitten to give forth liglit? ILet the
cold steel strike the firc-bearing, flint, that light may shine

Iloping that the eiOpen Counsel Colunin" will commnend itself to, your
bcst judgïneut and that of the bretlircn,

lam;, yours, &c.,
London, lVéth September, 1867. JAiiiEs A. Pt. DîciýsoN.

[In the C. L. for August, 1866, in an article on "Betterments,"twa
said-cl We shail be happy to fiid room. for Notes and Queries-if Our
correspondents wishi to, ask questions, and will aid us in giving answers.
Tiiis departnient, if properly eondueted, xnay be very serviceable."- We are
of the saine mind stili. The question of typographieni arrangement is quite
subordinate, and eau be decided aecording to the requirernents of the case:
WVe have already ciglit or nine departuients, a-ad raLlier shrink frorn adding
to the nuniber of formal divisions, within our narrow linits. EIse, we should
have departments for the Sunday School, the Ministry, Psalmody, Christian
Beaefieence, biissionary Intelligence, aud what not? Our correspondent aud
ahl othiers may be assured thatebrief and pertinent communications on the
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