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(Abstrac.>

Tise menhirs, dolmens, and tunitli of Brittaniy, though inuchi discussed, stili
offer problems for solution which are of importance in determiining features of the
Ný\e.olithic and Bronze periods. Tise age of these monuments also is undecidcd,
for Fergussoni>(l believes that Usey are ai j)ost-Roflsaii, %vlule others daimii for
tisem an aisterior origin. The difficulty in this matter is due to tise fact that the
remains were not, umtil Uic close of the last century, thoughit worthy of reference by
wvriters %vlho muiist have seets tliem. Uesar, wvho wvas in the nceighibourhood of
Carnac wvhen the sea figlit between bis galicys and tisose of the Veneti took place
in the Guif of Morbihian, miakes, in his description of titat battie, no reference to
tise thousand menhirs, wvhich,, if they were there then, lie m-ust have seen aiso at
tse timie. On this grounid Fergusson regards themi as of later date, but onse cati-
lnot depend very mnuch on such a line of argument, for Madame de Sevigné visited
Auray and tise Carnac region iii 1689, and although shie wrote copiously about
everything that apparently camie under lier observation then, she mnakes no refer.-
ence to the existence of these nmonuments. Are wve, therefore, to conclude that they
were erected in the eighteenthi century ? On the other hand, the site of a Roman
zamp lias been discovered in the area covered by the menhirs of Kernsario, in
Use neighbourhood of Carnac, and sonte of tise menhirs werc used iu the con-
struction of tise wvai1, whiie others inside tise enclosure are blackeneed with so'-t,

probably due to tise legionaries using theni as -lseartlistones. This clcariy indicates
an Ante-Roman date for the fouîsdation of these mtý,numeîsts. In regard *to tise
age of the dolmens of Brittany, the character of tihe skuiis found in theisi is
tiecisive-wliîle tise skulI of tise tribesmian of Brittany iii Cesar's tussie was i)radlsy-

cephalic, tisat of tise doimen-builders wvas sub-doiicocepisalic, or isesaticephaiic..
Frosss this it is concluded that tise dohîsen builders wvere a race wvhicls precedled
tise Ceits in Western France. How far back in time dolmens were first erected it
is isîspossible to say, but it nsssst ihe recogtsized that in Norths Germiany, is Norwvay
and Sweden, and in Ireiand dolmens wcre erected in tise Chiristian era.

In regard to tihe significance of tise menhirs, notising as yet lias been definitely
dettrmined. Rensains of hurnan skeictons, accompausied in some cases by flint
imiplements, have been found at tise foot of some of tisem, and Isence it is inferred
that they are tise equivaleiîts of our buriai hièadstones. Tlsis explanation must
appear doubtfui to anyone wvho lias exatssined the "alignements" of Carnac. Here
very few humais remains have be-en (ound in connection svith tisern, aithougi tisere

are tlsousands in the district. The ;'iew that the " alignements " were connected wvith
suin-wors.,iip1 or with lherpetolatry, postulates flrst of ail an expianation of the func-
tioîs of tise isolated nmenhsirs in other parts of France and in Great Britain. Suns-
\yorship undoubtedly obtained amnongst ancient Britishs and Giailie tribes, but the
founders of tise menhirs have yet to be sisown to be of C-eltic or Beigic afinities.
T'here is very littie evidence to show that serpent-worsisip obtained amongst these

(s) Rude Stone Monuments, 1872, chapter 8.


