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CiIOOSI"NG MINISTIERS.

ln Scotland ulntil a lew yecars ago,
when thie law of patronage ivas abolish-
cd, the minister was appointed to the
char-e of a vgeant parish by the patron
whio %vas, genera.lIy speaking. Uhe pro-
prietoi Of the lanid witbin the bounds of
thge parish. The .,ountry seerned satis-
ficd li'o generations with tlîis mode of
proetdlure, aithougli some tine-s il led
pcrhiaps ho the appuin nmeut of ant un-
suitable or incapable party. To proteet
thuir oivn intcre-ts hiowever the people
couid alvays; o! i ut to the life literature
and doctrine of' Cie presentee as lie was
calld and in va.- their objections were
well founded Uice Presbytery could pre-
vent his seulemîent ani require that
enoîher lie a,,pointed. Once settled
Lowever, nothing could remove him,
so long- as lie bl.vdas a good chris-
tian !s'îould, excep death or his own
frec will. Even tlic patron ivho ap-
poinîed hizn couli ini no wise meddle
,with him, to his detriment; whettîer lie
Iiked hi., preaclîin., and practice or flot,
lhe lîad te rnak'e thie best of il. The sti-
pend of the niinister wa-z paid, nnt by
the people, but by the proprietor or pro-
prietors within the parish, who were
'usually on the most friendly teris with
the minister.

By the abolition of the patronage Act,
this fine old geiitlcmanly mode oÇ ap-
point ing the iîuiisîcr is done awvay with,
and he is now elected by the votes of
the conmmunicant.; maie and female; from
the voungest child on the roll of corn-
rauniecana upwards, each one has a vote
in the election ef a minister, and no one
el-e has any voice in the matter.
bhould there be, as sometimes happtin8,
a Score or two of candidates, thost who

arc so unf'ortunate as to inspire liffie
entliusiasin are quietly dropped, and a
poil is deruanded for the two or three
favourites. The election is held in the
church. A minister from. the neigli-
bourhood presides. The voting is carri-
cd oit openly, we pi estime by show of
bands, or otlîerwise, at th~e option of the
"returning' o!icer," (if wve may Nvithout

levity appiy that dceignation to tAie
reverend oflL-ial pre.sidinig.) Doubtle5s
in due lime when the spirit of democracy
sufliiently prevails amongsýt the multi-
tude, instead of open votiflg the advanc-
ed scitool ut'politicians will demand the
ballot and secret voting.

The votes having been taken and
counted, flie candidate ivho lias received
the greatest nuitnbel- is declarcd elected.
Shiould the election have been conduct-
ed in ail respects according to the Iaw of'
the church, the Presbytery niay proceed
in due lime with tie induction : and
should there be no objection to the life
literature and doctrine of the newly cho:--
en preacher or minister, he is theni set-
tled as minister of the parish.

We understand thie congregation may
eleet a minister of any denornination,
but he cannot be inducted until he is
formally admitted a Ininister oC the
Church of Scoîiand. Cases have oc-
cuired in whichi a Free Church minister
was chosen, and duly settled, havin--
after his election been formally received
into the Established Church.

Our own chuteh was lately honoured
hy the election of the Rev. Mr. Lierd-
man of 2&ictou, to the parish of Rattray.
Only one other candidate was brought
fbrward at the elertion, although il is
said there were about forty applicants
for the charge.

Should the parishioners fail in any
case to choose a minister within a cer-
tain fixed period of time. the right of
making the appointmnent falis into the
hands of the, Presbytery. In this way
the Rev. Dr. Soodgt&ass, laie Principal
of.-Queens' College Kingston, was ap-


