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Covenant.}

9'ho Lrish Batablished Churoh---Fast and fu.
ture.

1. Tue PAsT, The vote regched cn Sa-
1erdny, April 4:h, in the British Houge of
Cimmons, in regord to the gholition of the
Trich Betablished Chuich, has been received
with very general satisfagtion in this country,
Delieving that the result of that yote will he
1 pluee Pratestantism on a much better faot.
ing in Iy dand and elegwhere, we wee no rea-
wot to Fepret the vete,  But there are many
{nots in the history of the Lrish Chureh, and
many pe pulnr mistukes current in regard to
it. that call fur a discussion cn wider grounds
than it Lo yet roceived.

The prievance of an Enplish Chorch eatgbh-
Jished in Lieland is ope of which Romauists,
@e such, huve no rvight to ¢omplsin, ‘The
Frglish Chuich in Jrelgad—nnd the Baab-
Jishment has been nothing more—is a part
« £ the Fouglish conquest of lreland, n conquest
cor manded by the ouly English Pope who
eeer wore the tiwa,  Asfor the first tour
cevtuties of its existence an 8 Roman Catho.
tie Chuteh, so also for the luat three centu-
riex of 1ty continnance us a Protestant Chureh,
it han always been sinply the Church of the
wvading aimy, the Norman and Saxon gar.
vison, as purely such an the Preshyterign
‘Chureh ¢an been the Church of the Sgottish
eblony in Uister. Now, if there is one his-
tarical ever t for which the Papacy must stand
sponsor, itis that English inygsion. Up to
that time the Irish Chureh, and not the Irish
Nertion, was the thorn in the side of Europe.
While i{n every other pait of Kurope the ec-
¢iesiastics! syatem had beeu ¢onformed to the
civil Roman Conntitution,—wkile corsul, pro-
gonsul, and pi@ior had been eyerywhere else
1eprodue-d in Pauiarch, Archbishep, and
Bishop—while the Papacy naself neld divided
empire with the ( @sarsin the rest of Europe,
in Ireland the model itself bad 1o existence.
Jreland Lad wever formed part of the Roman
Pmpire, and the primitive social arganization,
a8 tn the Scottish Highlands, was the only
ons knowu,  Aud so, s if by some law of
wssimiation, the Church togk the form which
most resembled the awvil polity of the nation,

eclesiastice} co arbs or chieftains ruled ec-

olesiastical cluns and septs, The Bishape
were but a new style of Chyisiing Craids aund
bards, oft-n seven in 7 town ; often also, un-
der the rule of & temale abbess. ‘The canpns
q2em to have been as f @+ and esay as the
B.ehon laws,  And any proposal 1o change
these thingx met with the same violent resist-
o :ce that hus mude the Anglicization of Ire-
Yind » tailure, aticr centuries of effort.

The Pupe dealt with Ireland as the inqui-
sition deals with heretics,~—~did his best for
them ¢ aspiritually,” and then handed them

 ax, by the fortune of war, a larger or more
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aver ta the civil paner, The infilhible g
did not perceive that the ecclesiastieal inati.
tutions which he wished to thrust on Ireland
were merely as human and civil in their ori
gin and formn as thuse that he wished to sap.
plant.

With the Aoglo-Norman army went thy
Anglo-Norman Chureh, each atike hesile s
Lrish Institytiona.  Luch alike et up the An.
glo-Norman institutions within  the  Pale
around Bublin, and whereyer else they cou'd
svcure a footing.  Mach ahkie were opposed
with the energy of every pairintic Irishinan,
sept and soggarth, pricst and clansmen—
Iiach alike, for four bundred years, held theis
ground only by the suppoit ot the Jnglis
nation and the Papal See. Each alike ex.
tended ita bounds or retraced itx footsteps,

contructed territory fell to the share of toe
English. Each alike lost many adherents
through colonies of Finglish being 89 eut of
from the Pale that thwr only safeguard was
10 g0 over to the enemy, and so hecoming
Hibernivres Hiberuis tpsist +* mare Irieh thay
the Irish themselver,” us un old ict of the
Irish Parliament declares. o sych an ex.
tent was this the case. that in the intensey
Trish province of Counauubit, it is this dar
disputed whether nue half, or only a third of
the people are of Norman nlood.  1ach alike
received a aullen submission on the part of
its foer, as the Engiish rule extended over
the whole islund.  Each alike exulted in the
favor of the Papacy, and was sustained by
the public opinion of Western Europe,

The Reformation brought a sudden changs
on all hands, ‘The Anpglo-Normans who had
tieen for centuries the moxt subservient vas.
sals of the Papal See, hecanee ita most deter-
mined enemiex, and their Church in lreland,
like their Church in England, became Pro-
testant. ‘T Pope ehanged a8 sudderly an
the Nobles,  The Church of “the Wild
Irish,” nuainst which the Fapacy had unleast-
ed all the Lounds of war, mas new taken un-
der the patronage of its grand persecuter.
Far a while, the result seeised dubious, and
4 generour policy on the part of the Lnglish
nationp might have sared the day, so far ss
Irish religion went. Rome the bitterest re-
[igious enemy of all yationality, and England
the bittereat palitieal enemy of Irish niional-
ity, competed for the favor of the outraged
nationality of freland. Hud the effocts of
ruch menas Bale und Ussher been seconded;
had the adsice of Spencer, that it was *ii
preaching among drawn’ sworda ;" of Bacen,
that Irish Bibles'and 1sish preaching be pro-
vided, b-gn tuken; had they, as the dean of
Cork putx it, * sheathed the sword and sped
the preacher,” centuries of hitierness and re.
hellion might have heen saved, and the grand
anomuly of & Romanist nation asserting i
vighta againeg a Protetant one, would never
have existed. The chunce waxs lost. ‘lie |



