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intendcd. It set the înLssionaries free for trans-
lation wai-k-. Ili 1.l li-e tlîonsand copies of the
Newv 're&t.îuîîeit ivere l)rintcd, besides a great
nuany othcr books. In coîisequcîîce of a French
attaiek iii 182, the order against~ teachiiîg 'vas

wAdain i the fear of furthcr irritatiiîg the
Burapewns. Witli the re-opeiiing of the sclîools
anid resuniption of precehing there ivere speeilily
evidexices of success. lia Maliy, 11, tîvcnth-eighit
of the ilr.st MaL-laga,«sy couverts ivere baptizcd.
Oue of tie first converts %vas a formner practiser
of divination, w-ho at lus baptisnu took the naie
of Paul, anîd 'vas cornmouly kuaoivii as Paul the
Diviner.

The vhureli grev rapidly. But it soon begaîî
to encouinter persecuition. The sehool teaching,
wvent on viiZorousiy, and iii M83 it ivas calculated
tlîat 80,000 Malagasy could read. Large portions
of the Bible had beeju translatcd ami tracts of
various kinds wcre circulateci. At length iii
183, what wias called a Kabary, viz., a great
assembly of tic p)eople, wcerc sunioned, and
afterwards a special deerc w-as directed against
ail Christians. Ail w-lia lîud received baptism,
catered into saciety, and fornîed separate liauses
for prayer or worship, ivere required to confess it
ta the public oficera in the course of onc înonth,
and if they did zuot confess witliin that period,
but were accused by othiers, they were to die.

The nuiss!ionaries ivere ohliged ta leave. The
persecutions began îvhicli contiiiued at intervals
for niaîiy years. Wc haive îîot space ta refer to
the details of thiese persecutions, but it niay bc
noted, that, ln the ivide history of the Christian
churclî, lia nartyrdamis ar'e recorded exhibiting
more strikingly triumphant faith, and tie endur-
ance of the loss of ail things for the sake of
Christ. Eighiteen nien and -wonicni were at once
condemned to dcath. They ivere stripped of
their clothing and cnveloped iii dirty matting,
30 tlîat no appea-axîe of dignity anxd nobility
should affect the popular immd. Tlîcir inoutlis
ivere stuffcd withi rags, to preveat thcm speak ing
or singiîig. Four îvho ivere nobles were con-
demniied to be burned alive. Ainidlst the fire they
were heard to cry :-" Lord Jestis receive our
spirits. Lay îîot tiîis sin to their charge."

Faurteen were couidcmned ta be hurled over
precipices. Thiey wvere bound with cords, and
when Iying tut the precipice's edge ivere offéed
liberty and life tut the pricc of apostasy. It has
been said that they were then hung over the
cliff, and -ith the knife ready ta cut the ropes,
were again offered pardon if tiîey îvculd renouaice
the faith. 'None w'avercd, and ail were hurled
over the precipice. Betwveen tîvo and three
thousand werc scntcnceed ta different punisli-
ments-labour iii chains for life, public floggings,
fines, degradations of ail. Delicate women wvorn
out with cruel chains, and strang mcn sent into
exile in distant unhealthy parts, becaine, inaîy
of them, an easy prc-y ta death. Iligli and law,

riel, and pOr alikze Nvere bound toZetlier iii a
ft-llawvshîp of sufrerin. Thils persecution wviit
on at intervals for nearly a quarter of a century.
Sucli testiniony borne ta the reality of Chîristian
faitli, iii aur owii day, proves that tbe saine
Spirit is %vitlî tic living clrch, as lu the days4 of
aId. Madagascar lias been conseerated by the
shîed blood o! mnultitudes of faithful martyrs, and
caniiot be forsaken. The Christians liait iii the
atîcantiane, (iuriiig the ycars of persecutiali, from
1836 ta 1862, îuereascd froîn 2000 ta 7000. During
tlîe tîveîty-six i-cars more tlîan ten thonsand
liad been sentcnced ta varions penalties, and
tuvo hutndred ta deiuth. Ia 1869 the Quecu, then
Ranavalona Il., 'vas baptized, and in the pro-
vinces of Smerina and Bctsileos aIl tic idols
ivere destroycd. At the close of 1870 the adher-
ents ta Christiaiiity liad increascd to a quartertof a million, Ia 1887 tliere ivere a thousand
sclîools and a hundred tlîousand scholars, in
coniiectiaul îvîtl the Lonîdon Missianary Sacicty's
îvork. The French priests have paured in like a
f lood, and ruade great efforts ta lead away the
people from the pure Christiani faitlî, but with
I ittie effect. WVe caiinot but trust that God, ivho
hias preservcd thiese Malagasy churches ia the
past. wîill preserve thein in the future-during
the preseat year.-Missions of the Worlrl.

HIN.%DUISM-l NEA1R AND PROM1 AFAR.
"We îvish," says Dr. John McLaurin, of

Bengalare, India, in the Lone Star-,' we w-ush
those o! our friends who were not able to be
present at the Parhiament of Religionîs tut Chicago
ta have sanie idea of the stuff over whichi those
i-ast audieuces in the Wfliite City ivent wvild with
(ieight--'vhat a dtehighitful admnixtuire of fhlse-
lîood, fag, claptrap and cheek. How refrcshing
ta sit enjoyi ji g t le cool breezes o! Lake Michigan
ivhile thiese oilyv-tongucd Orientais abused their
imissianaries, blasphemed thîcir Gad, and read
theni lectures on ivhat ta do witlî their noîîcy
aîîd hoîv ta conduet their missionîs. How en-
couraging ta any returned Indian nuissianary
w-li mnay liai-e strayed iii, t.o sec delicately
îîurtnred Christian (?) ladies struggling aver the
seats and upon tAie l)latforin ta enebrace and k-iss
one of thesc higli pricsts of Bcial. While this
is going on before his ",yes, other scenes are
before his mind, 1k. sees a w-hale procession cf
21,000,000 of lindl-. widois, rangiîig in age from
thrcs to three-scare years, dceised, riegraded,
dcbauched, starveci, beatern, spat ulpoz, tiOl-
wvorn, and cursed. Ilc hears their shrieks af
despair as nîaiîy cf tlîcm cast themnselves ta the
battoni of saine -ivell ta escape the misery aîîd
shaine cf the life before the.'n. And the man
îvho stands upon yonr platfarm, receiving the
adulationi cf Amneriea's daughters, is the repre-
sentative cf a religion îvhich teaches aend up.
kolds ail the-se and a thoueand otbècr LnwzeiitioII-

able horrors."
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