
254 ~Tii E)i' NATiU RA LIST.

pronc to g%:t into a liurried wvay of înaking notes, under the idea that
thCY are for llis owni us(: only, and thiat lie w~ill readily recollect any
FaIceS oited at Ille timle. This is a -reat Inistake. Notes are not
ofien rcq (tii red i iin mediately, because every circuinstance con nected
with the subject is fresli in the mnitîory. But it somietiies happens
i bat weeks, miontîls or y cars tftt!r, in pursuing sumie branch of study,
the exact facts then observed are required ; anîd 1 know iiothingi more
disappointing thaiî, on ttîrning to one's note-book, to find that at the
timie, trusting to mcmnory, sonme of the details hiad been oinitted.

In collecting, when a nunuber of plants of a desired species are
discovered, the first thing is to, inake a judicious selection. 'lo be
really valuable the specinmens in a collection should be as perfect and

characteristic as possible, so tliat anlyrne referring to, it can

learn full particulars about each species. A l)erfect specimien comn-

prises A thiat is necessary for comiplete botanical investigation ; leaves

(both mature and immature, cauline and radical) flowers and fruit.

Specinmens cati often bc securecl showing both flowvers and fruit on

thc saine plant, or fruit niay be founid on more advanced plants at the

saine tirne. If not iii fruit, it must bc collected iii this condition later

iii the season. The saine rule applies to tlîc obtaining of speciîncns

with différent leaves, or leaves in different stages, and it rnay require

several seasons to niake a comiplete specinien. The plant slîould, be so

arrangled as to be nîo larger wlien dried tlian can be readily mounted on

the lierhariurn paper.

0f siniaîl lîerbs, the whole plant, root and ail, shou! -d be taken, but

in anv case enougli of tlîe root slîould be collected to show wvletlier the

plant is animual, biennial or pereniîial. Large plants may be doubled

into a VT or N shape, and thick steis, roots or bulbs can be thinned

down r. In the case of very delicate plants, as many fernis, thin

sheets of paper should be l)la-ed on both sides of the specimen,

in which sheets it reniai ns until perfectly dry. By tlîis ineans the

delicate leaves are preveîîted froin doubliiig up in changing the driers.


