
e xipecte(j fro n the far distant scientific investigations or tbe future.
1-lere tlîei wv linti < îîsuves fice to face witb ont-. of the înanv questions
to whicbi sc-ientits mnust answo-r, We don't know)% y'e.. I>erhaps tic
activity and fîutctinns of nitrogen înaiy bye and bye be locatc( l cse-
where in ii body, and it k, noi imposSibleý tbal il may have a cou
coflhec-tion %vjti tic iiervous systeli than is flo% generaiiy supposed.

B~ut %vhiat WC are now qîtite certain of kq t bat comi arativeiy littie of tic
nitrogen<)us, substances or i)r(tei(is of tic vepctable kingdomn remiain

pcrnmncntiy in Oie bodies t if animais. A.\muc b larger quantity, o>r
ratdier of their nitrogen, ks made tise of in siinpiy sustaining the vital

î)oc'eF"ses. 0>1 tue tlaiiminoidls itis consmmd, say by, the live stock
on a flirin, t1icir carboti inds its way to> the iun-s ai tbe shape of
carboic ac id and thiier nitrogetun ~ i letie( ciiietly in tut' lii tid nia nure
of tic aniials. Tlhis is a fact nt >t vit stiftîcientdy appreciated by our
agrîcutitirt-, genera liy, attd nîticli tf the iîitrogen tlîus expciied fmnds
its way back to the attiiosphere. le it ks propcrly cared for by the

fariner it (toes, or shouid, not escape fromi the soi] of his fields. Otur
nitrogcn tlîus travek, back to soit or atniosphec aftcr liaving conipietcd

its life gliving circulation titrougli tue vegoctabie anîd avniai kiligom. If'
it is aliowved to reacb the atnîospbere tiien the ageîî( of tue icgutîî-
iiiose i.s retîuired to recapture it. If il again beconies a part of nîntier

cartii it is prctt), secuirciy lieki aiid is subjert to sonie changus %Vhich
WC have nom; to consider.

Anîimual iatter containing nitrogeli, wbien il finds itsclf in a

soit whtich is destitute of bases sucli as potasti, soda or limec, usuaiiy

gives risc to the formîation of aiiionia, b)ut wiîcn bases are aiso presenit
furtiier oxidation takes pliace to nitric acîd witii simultancous forma-

tion of nitrates such as saitpetrc. It wvas tlîis §act whlicb caused

Chaptal to suggest nitroen as a naine for tiîat ciemient from %vords
signifying "I give risc to nitre."

(Here the foiiowing experinietts were introduccd an(! explanations

given ; coimbustiotn of I)bosi)borus aîîd carbon iii nitrous oxide ,oxida-

tion of nitric oxide to nitrogen tetroxide ;proJuction of nitrie acid

from saltpctre. 'l'lie Icetuirer aiso refcrred to thc oxidatioui of nitrogen

iii the soit, and the manufacture of nitre in tic the East Indics.)

heinstabiiity of Uic conipounds of îîitrogcn bias been r. t'rrcd to,


