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identity as a female mourning warbler, for parting the canes and
viewing the nest 1 found it contained four beautifful fresh eggs; but 1
niniferred that the set was complete and incubation begun. The

generai color of these eggs was white, with a rosy blush, but less
dotted with reddish brown spots than have been other sets of the
eggs of this species previoubly observed.

Smece the early years of our ffamily settlement in the township
of Peel, 1 had been acquainted with the appearance off this species,
and acquired some knowledge of its life-habits, for it was almost

j - the only member of its family that made its summer home amîd
the thick brush-wood, and partly cleared spaces along the batiks
of the littie meanderiog stream that intersected the homestead
farm where 1 passed my boyhood years, and in those early days
of our pioneer tife in the Canadian back-woods, it was knowo to
me as "4the linnet" for some off the eider members of our ffamily
stated that it resernbled a littie bird called by that name in our
native land, and during those early times 1 often saw its nestiog
places, but off these 1 bave know only dim recollections. During
my niti. years residence ini North Wallace 1 failed to identify this
species among the avîfauna off that section; though 1 noted several
other members off this family that to me were previously unknown.
After coming to Listowel in the spring off 1874, and devoting
more time and attention to the liffe-histories off our birds, 1 soon
again recognized my aid friend off by-gohe years, béat for a time I
conffounded it with another species. In this vicinity 1 ffound the
mourning warbler to b. a tolerably common summer resident,
but its presence is usually confined to, the margins off certain low-
land woods; and one june-time day when investigating the avi
faunian life off a certain tract off fforest, to, the southwards off the
town, our dog flushed a female ot this species, whicb from ber
notes and excited actions, 1 infferred had a nest near by; but which
at the time 1 faled to find. Retumning some hours affterwards the
bird was agaàin flushed, and affter a littie search, the nest contain-
ing five engs, was found. This was placed in the butt end off a
cedar tree that had been uprooted, but ffrom which the earth had
faite. away, the site being about eighteen inches above the ground;
this test was a bulky affair, and Iooseiy put together; being com-
posed off dry teaves, weed stems, vines, rootiets and Iined with


