
and origin, in the States whichi are known te afflord natural gas, even
thiere do we find questions cf dotail and structure coming in which pre-
vent anyone from making the rashi staten1ent that it does or does not
occur bore. For exaniple, wvbi1st it is well known that the Trenton
formation in several places yields natuiral giis--,ievertlieless, it does so
when the limiestones of that rock-formnation arc (Iolonutic (Prof. Orton),
whlîi character wve kneov does not apply to the Trenton as it is de-
veloped about Ottawa. It is also it reniarkable fact that, besides tho
three great faults or dislocations indicated by Sir Wim. Logan (IlGeology
of Canada, 1863 ") wvhicli affet the geological structure of the rocks here,
there are large numbers of smaller oies wbicli constitutte a more or less
parallel series cf breaks cf great importance iii working eut the geo-
logical structure cf the country, and wvhicli act as se many cbimneys or
epenlings whience natural gas niay have been escaping, for ages past, had
the strata ever been impregnated witb this substance. Whilst the
writer would be pleased te see natural gas occurring in large quantity
and easy cf access for mianuifacttring and other purposes, and whilst
there are many points cccurring iii the geology cf Ottawa which make
it desirable tlîat borings be made to ascertain if gus really dees occur
in paying quantities ;nevertlieless, the resuit cf bis researchies ]ead
him te conclude that there are undcrniable evidences whichi point te
the likelihiood cf gas lnet occurring, in quantity about Ottawa. A bore
sunk thr-otugh the Hudson River, Ut icai and Trentoni formations would
soon reveal the fact cf its occurrence, yes or ne.

Sliould natural gas be struck liowever, the formations 'vhich would,
froni their 1)eculiar composition, ha most likely to aiford that usefuil
material-are tic Utica tiid''lreiiton formations. These twvo are highly
biturninous. (Sce table.)

Thle followiing table lias been, prepared witlia viewof giving, ataglance
aiid in chronological ordm,* the different rock formations met with. It
dees neot by any means profess te be exactly accurate, stili it lias beenl
drawn iip frein the ev-idence oltined ini the ficid at the excursions and
sub-excursiens cf tliis Club.

These rock-formations divide themnselves inte threc grand natural
divisions as they may be seen in the field, belonging te three different
ages or epochs of tlîe carth's bistory:

1. Post-Tertiary er, Post-Pliccene.
Il. Camibre-Si) urian or Ordevician.

111. Laurentian cor ArcliSan.
The local developnîunLt of thie second division, viz., Camnbro-Silurian

ystem include a series of formations wliich succeeul one axnotixer in pe-
fect unbroken sequence 1Iiii the Hudson River formiation above te the
Potsdani s ndstone belo'v. For measons, ))aleontolegical and stratigra-
phical, wvlicIî it is net wit)îin the provincc of this paper bere te discuss,
the u riter lias placed the Potsdaniii and Calciferous, foriia-tioils aloung
with the etiier ever-lying, suries inte the Camhilre.Silitriani Systeni, ratîxer
t1i4n class thei along with the Cambrian System.


