
V. R. I. MAGAZINE .

with 6oo Indians. XVc were now marching post hiaste to relieve
Prince Albert, whiclî is crammiied withi ail thie settiers fromn the sur-
rounding district. Tlie Crossing wvas vcry picturesque. \Vc waded
out to a smnall island, 0o1 tie othcer side of %vhichi the water was deep
enough for our flat-bottomne- steamners to corne close in and ferry
us to tlie othcr side. Thcere is oxie thiing thiat strikes one in this
couintry-thie absence of rock. In thiese great river ravines, :200 or
300 feet deep, nothing is to bc sccn but earth and loose stones, al
glacial debris. The prairie, everyvhere we have been, is the samie
in tlîis respect. Here and thiere are I)atches of loose stones, l)ut -en-
erally one gocs for mianv miles %vithiout seeing a signi of one.

Yours,

Fort Pitt. North Saskatchewan,
Julie 3oth', 1885.

Dear
My hast letter wvas %vritten on board one of our four fiat-bot-

tonied stern-whleelers, on ottr wav to relieve Battleford and punishi
Poundniîaker and his band of Indians. Our wagons followed us by
trail on the safe, i.e., north, bank of the river, thc distance being
about i6a miles. Prince Albert is near the juniction of the nortli and
soutîx branches of the Saskatchewan. We caine down the south
branchi, and thien, turning into the north branchi, advanced 1.1) it ini
an easterly direction. Since Batochie, I liad been the only staff
officer, exccpt one A.D.C., Freer, as Lord Melgund wvas sent back
on the first day of the fighiting. I hiad to write ail orders, keep
duty rosters, chioose camping grounlds and detail thein to corps, ar-
range thie crossings of the river, place the hnes of picquets, detail
advance guards, etc., etc. It wvas very intcresting, as one knew
everything thiat wvas going on. At Battieford the force divided, and
Major Smnithi, of thbe permianent Canadian troops, wvas made A.A.G.
wvithi one part, wvhilst là. went withi the General and the otlier hialf ef
our troops. Thiere wvas great rejoicing whien %ve arrived at Battle-
ford, whiichi was full of settlers froni the outlying districts. It is at
a junction of the Battle river and the North Sask-atchiewan, and op-
posite a ford across the first. \Ve sawv here sonie of tie work of the
Indians; about hiaîf a dozen hiouses, on the far side of the ford, hiad
been looted and burnt, whii'e several Hudson Bay posts i in thc neighi-
borhiood, at Carlton, Frog Lake, Fort Pitt, etc., liad suffered flic
saine fate.

Thc Genera. .ent xîîessengers to thue chiiefs of thie nieighiboring
bands of Indians to conie and sec himi. The following cainec:-
Poundniaker, Moosoiinii, Beardy, and «Mosquito, witli nxany of thieir
braves. Thie first of thenu appeared a mile or two away. just as wc
wvere on parade on the Queni's Birtlhday, and were firing a Jel'Z de

joie. We hiad a formidable force on parade, as we lîad found
Colonel Otter's conîmiand at Battieford, and about ioo miouinted
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