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that we do know, and testify that we have
seen,” and challenge contradiction. The
cry Is ever ascending, ¢ The work Is one.”
We belicve it and severely practice our be.
ltef, and “*hardness” is endured by many
of our men that ought to bring the blush of
shams to responsible parties. But though
“the work Is one,” still there are some pascs
more worithy of honor and attention than
others at the hands of the body of the
Ohurch as a whole.  Surely the central and
most vital parts are worthy of more care than
mere extremities,  British colonies are
strong and safs to-day because the Mother
Land has looked after her Home affairs and
has not dissipated her energies in merely
planting colonies and neglecting those abid

lng by *“the stuff.,” The North American
continent with Its people, present and pros-
pective, Is worth more in the eyes of every

true Anglo-Saxon Christian thau ten of the
atrophled hosts of the East or Islands of the
Sea. In thg nameof God and for Chrlst's
sake and for those of our awn household,

let as keep and cantoue to take this land.

Owing to financlal considerations, based
on differeace of salary fixed by Assembly
for single and married men, we need in the
West this coming spring a number of single
ordained men who are willlog to give oae,
two, or even three years of their consecrated
life and the streagth of youth for frontler
work, and thereby ¢ win their spars for ser-
vice in other fields.”

To the consecrated young women who
may be waiting the fulfilment of a promise
thatsome day they should become ** the mist-
ress of the manse " we now appeal. Will you
oot say to those who gave their hearts to
the Lord and His work before they did
toyou: ‘' *'Go West, young man’ and re-
deem the more sacred promise to your
Master, and then 1 can fully trust your
promise to me? "

This is a work of immense and practical
importance in which no sentiment but the
love of God should have any place. * He
that loveth {ather or mother more than me
is not worthy of Me.,” A sufficlent volun-
tear force “ worthy of Me" working for the
next twenty-five years will build up a vigor-
ous Christianity that shall bid defiance to
indifference aund idolatry arising at home or
coming from abroad. And both of these
are at our doors, nay, even with us now.
Let each college send its shave of men pro-
portionate to ths funds received by it from
the Church, and the Church will in turn
respect aad sustain you bayond your expec-
tations, What right have you to expect the
support of the buslness men, the brains and
the brawn of Church and couatry, when your
priaciples of action ln the field ot missions,
if carred out in ordinary busiaess, would end
in blackest ruin, swift and sure? *Come
over and help us.”

Edmontop, N.W.T.

MISSIONARY DEVELOPMENT.

LY GRORGE W. ARMSTRONG.

In considering the question of Christian
misslons it is desirable somstimes to get
back to the starting point, viz., personal
self-consecration and devotion to the cause
of our Lord and Master. Without this all
true, successful missionary effort will be un-
availing and ineffective, Self-consecration
Is of infinitely more importance than a brilli-
ant education and high intellectnal attain-
ments. Few of the apostles were university
men and yet they were men of raarked
power and carnestness. Of them it was said :
‘“ Now, when they perceived that they were
unlearned and ignorant mep, they marvell-
ed ; and they took koowledge of them that
they had been with Jesus.” They were of
the school of Christ, endowed with His
Spirit, trained by the Holy Ghost and con-
secrated to divine service. Schoolsand col-
leges many be excellent suxiliaries to con-
sccration, but they cannot succeed in Chris-
taln work withont consecratlon, whilst on
the other hand, consecration can secure
mighty achleveredts without the aid of hu-
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maan learning and a cultured intellect. We
have looked upon the marvellous productions
of men in the realm of art ; we have scen
the wonderful effects the chisel can produce
when applied to marble ; we have beheld
statuary so perfect in form and symmetry
that we could almost imagine it a thing of
life, but though perfect as a thing of art it
was cold and lifeless ; and so unconsecrated
misslonary effort is a body without a soul, a
form without spirit, statuary without life.
Schools may promote knowlege and cultivate
the intellect, but can never eadow with
spiritaal power, and, without spiritual power
misslonary success is impossible. The firat
step ts to be like that of the Corinthians of
whom Paul says : ‘‘ they firstgave theirown
selves to the Lord.”

The next development will be manifest-
ed in a strong desire for the spiritual welfare
of our kith and kin. This is truly a home
missionary sphere. Consecration develops
deslses for usefulness and the first lmpulses
go out towards those fo; whom we have a
natural affectlon. Andrew came in contact
with Jesus and he * first findeth hls own
brother Simen and saith unto aim . we have
found the Messiah, And he brought him to
Jesus.” True earnestness is powerfully
contagious, and thiszeal of Andrew infused
itself into Simon, and Philip, and Nathaniel
until probubly to a greater or less extent tke
little city of Bethsaida received a blessing.

A further development of the missionary
spirit flowing from a consecrated life will be
to bring our ngighborhoods and city to
Jesus. The woman of Samaria is a good
illastration of this. She sat at the well with
Jesus, heard His words, realized His power
and came strongly under His influaence.
What was theresnlt? She weat back into
the city and saith to the men, * Come sez a
man which told me all things that ever I
did ; is not this the Christ? Then they went
out of the city and came unto Him.” What
a potency and attraction there is in the
name of Christ when spoken with eamnest
simplicity by consecrated lips.

A further development is in seeking for
larger and more extended fields. This is
the genlus of Christianity. Read in Acts i.
8, and you get the development theory to
perfection. “ And ye shall be witnesses
anto Me .” 1st, in the city—in Jerusalem ;
2nd., in the province—and in all Judea ; 3td,,
in neighboring provinces—and in Samaria ;
4th,, in the world—and unto the vuttermost
parts of the earth.

We talk of Home and Foreign Missions ;
Christianity only recogaizes Home Missions.
It teaches that maunkind is ons great family ;
the children of one great, universal F ther,
and dependent upon one unlversal Saviour
for Salvation. Foreign is a man-coined
word, All missions are home missions as
we all belong to the one great family.
Wherever man suflers and is in need ; he is
a sufferlng and a needy brother and should
call forth family and brotherly sympathy.
When natlonal and international barriers
are broken down and mankind everywhere
is recognized as a brotherhood and treated
as such, then shall national bitterness cease
and international enmity comeato anend, and
the difficnities to the spread of the Gospel be
largely removed.

London, Ont.

PUBLIC WORSHIP.

—

Mgr. EDITOR,~—I have recently noticed
in your valugble publication several letters
on public worship by Mr. Sandford Flem-
ing. I had previously read his views on
this subject in Queen's Quarlerly and else-
where, I thenregarded bis writing as the
hsrmless expriession of his personal opinlon.
Now he gives utterance to his views In
the three leading Presbyterian Journals of
the Dominion. Differing very decldediy from
him in his opinlon,Xhave alsothe perfect right
to express my views, and to call attention to
what I believe to be very grisvouns defects
‘inthe scheme proposed. While improve.
ments in one direction may be effected, evils
more than counterbalascing these may be
inttoditiced; True, he.dozs ot immediataly
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propose the use of a liturgy. Dr, Lalng
also, speaking for the Committee,’says : “* It
was very generally felt that no lturgy
should at present bs contemplated.”” This
phrase, ‘“at present,” implies much. It
pointsin the direction of a Hturgy In the
worship of our reforming Presbyterian
Church. The Committee do well to pause,
Let such a method of conducting public wor-
ship be attempted, and the spirlt, if not the
action, of the movement of Jenny Geddes’s
stool would be cvoked in many congrega-
tions.

The limited space at my disposal does
aot permit a full discussion of the differeat
points claiming attentlon. Participation in
worship is one of these. in Mr. Fleming's
view a grievance Is that “ the people only
to a very limited extent, are allowed to take
part in the service? Others, * except by
their presence and attitude, take no part in
the service.” For a number of years, I, as
a private member of the Church, attended
the public worship of the Presbyterian
Church, and belleved, and stil! believe, took
a real and acceptable part In the service. 1
have also for upwards of thirty-six years,
led the public worship of God in the congre-
gation, and believe that the people gener-
ally doring all that time bhave truly
worshipped God. Now, we are informed
that in our silence we took no part in
the service. I do ‘not; balieve such infor-
mation is correct, Nor do I believe that
arguments founded on It are valid. Of
ccurse, [ will be told Mr. Fleminog means
external worship. Why not distinctly say
so? The whole subject of the relation of the
external part of worship to the internal, or
the real, descrves full discussion. In any
attempt to improve public worship this must
be kept in view ; and the effect of the out-
ward on the inward and spiritual, be carefolly
considered. We cannot forget the words of
Christ, **God is a spirt, and they that
worship Him, must worship Himin spirit
and In trath.! The form is very little ; the
reglity is the great point deserving and de-
manding attention. Just here lies probably
the greatest danger to our holy Christianity.
Putting the form for the substance, the
name for the reality, or in the words of Paul :
“Havioga form of godliness, but dengylag
the power therof ; from such turn away.”

In common with other ministers of the
Presbyterlan Churck In Canada, “1 have
owned the purlty of worship authorized by
this Church, and promised to conform there-
to.” What is this gurify of worship. Ido
not expect that Mr. Fleming will define
and describe it. But Dr. Laing and other
members of the Committee, bound by the

promise referred to, surely know well the
meaning of these expressive words. I have
yet to learn that a liturgy, or any direct ap-
proach to it, will promote the purlty of the
worship of the omnisclent Jehovah, If the
Committee act wisely they will undoubtedly
consider the whole bearing of uniformity
and forms of worshlp on the purlty of it,
which we are bonad to maintain, some of us
to defend. They cannot recommend any-
thing contrary to that accepted definition ;
**Prayer is the offering up of our desires
unto God,’ etc. We as ministers requireto
teach repeatedly and persistently that God
looketh onthe heart, and that it must be
right with Him. I conscientionsly and firm-
ly believe that there is a better method of
impressing these great teuths on the minds of
hearers, and leading to that purity of prayer
defined above, than “reading prayers which
we never wrote.” Facts and evidences on
this point are abundant ; but space does not
allow of their consideratlon at preseat.

AN EXPERIENCED PasSTOR.

SEEDS FREE.

The new free delive em inaugarated b;
Peter Henderson & Co:yosfySthw Yoﬁt. secutcjs?
to any one who orders sceds from them the {tee
delivery at Cataloguc prices to wny post office in
the Uaited Stotes.

Messrs. Peter Henderson & Co, issue this
year 2 beautiful and entirely new cataloguc tor
1896, which illustrates and describes the grand-
est assortment of seeds on this continent. This
‘“new catalogue ™ they mail on the receipt of a
two cent stamp, or to thosc who will state in
what paper they siw their advertisement, it will
be mailed fr

ce.

Fall particulars of this offer will be found in

Messts. Peter Henderson & Co's advertiscment
in aoother portion of this paper.
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Feb2rt FAITH ENCOURACED.
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Home Readings.—Af Mat. viti. 18-34. 7.
Mitoix, 18-20. W, Mat. xu. 46 3 xii. 23.  7%.
March . 315 v, 13. & March v, 14-41.  S.
Mark v, 143, S#. Luke v 1-355.

Faith encouraged t the very title of our lesson
for this week creates a feeling of interest. If
there is one thing about which every Christian
feels certain it is that his faith is weak, and surely
nceds to be encouraged The attitude of our
Lord Jesus Chtist, as illustrated in this portion
of Luke's Gospel, shows that He had no impa-
tience with faith because of its weakness ; but on
the contrary wherever He found teue faith, how-
ever feeble, He took measures to develop and
strengthen that faith, unul it came to be the taith
that lays hold 1o Him tor eternal life and salva-
tion. Their 48 av aced to try any dininion of the
lessun, uther than that which « most appaseat,
*The faith of the timid woman,” and ** The
faith of the Master of the Synagogue.”

I. The Timid Woman's Faith-
and, of course, its encoursgements. We know
nothing concerning this woman other than what
we find recorded in the gospels in conbection
with her healing, Her physical condition was a
very pitiful one. Affected with 2a iacurable dis-
ease which sapped the very fouatain of life, she
had exhausted every possible means to secure a
cute  Physicians 1o that day, and in that land,
wete not the men of skill such &s sre the product
of Chrisiian culture in our land. Their bungling
bad valy resulied in teadeniog her worse rather
Xan better. She had heard of the wonderful
cures wrought by the prophet of Nazareth, and
determined, should ever opportunity present itself,
to put the matter to a test. She thought only of
herself at first. It was only for physical relief
shecame. Her faith was sclfish in its origin—
far more of superstition than of real faith. She
denired only to be cured, and then to glide away
uoknown and without giving honor to her healer.
Though defective 10 s0 many points her faith was
geouiae, the Lord therefore took the steps neces-
sary to draw her on {rom the faith of selfishness to
the faith of self-surrender,  Io the crowd which
surged around Him seemed be: opportuaity. She
touched the hem of His garment, and al once
was made whole. [esus’ question startled her.
It aroused her out of herself, and centered her
thoughts upon Him. She saw she was not hidden,
perhaps she felt io the blessing already hers, a
claim for grateful acknowledgment had been
established. She forgot herself, and kneelicg be-
fore the Master made confession of what she
had done giving Him the glory. Thus her faith
was encouraged and increased. until the Lord
could say, ¢ Daughter, thy faith hath made thee
whole ; go in peace.”

II. The Ruler s Faith.—The incident
of the woman was one of the trials and eacour-
agements of Jairus' faith. His daughter was dy-
ing—the Nazarine was in the neighborhood, per-
baps He could cure her, even though the Jewish
Church counted Him an impostor. Therefore,
Jairusran for Jesus.  Another case of selfish faith.
Jesus was sought not for His own sake, not in any
compliment to Him, but simply for the sake of
what He might possibly be able to do for this
sick child, How impatiently did Jairus mark
the interzuption for the woman's sake. Yet he
must have felt bus fasth grow stronger as he wit-
nessed what was wrought in her. For when
word comes, ¢ Your daughter is dead, no need to
trouble the Master,” he made no demures to
Jesus and *“ believe only and she shall be made
whole.”  Therefore they entered the house where
the hired mourners had already commenced
their wailing. Jesus said *¢ She sleeps.” mean-
ing, * She can be raised up.’ Those present
snecred at Him. But when He had put them
out, and taken the maid’s band, and commanded
the spirit back to the clay it had left, He was
obeyed and the gitl arose perfectly healed of the
disease of which she had died. We are not told
of the effect upon the parents of the maid, but
feel assured that their faith was encouraged into
real saving faith. Thus we see how Jesus take
the wreakest and most impetfect faith, and de-
velops and increases it, until it glows and buras
witk mighty saving strength.

Rev. E. B.Chesaut, lately from the Coast, lat
terly of Hamilton, has been for some weeks at
Chesley where be is now laboring.



