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at school now, and Indians are coming in frow the different
reserves around Birtle to see about getting their children to
schaol 3 for the shart time that the school has been opened
those attending it have made good progress, the older girls
appear to get on well, In learning to do housc-work Mr. and
Miss Maclaren take great pains in doing all they can for the
children. There were nine baptisms during the year, four of
these were adults, very often the minister has to find a name
for the person that is to be baptized. The first child was bap.
tized by Professor Hart on the 12th of August, the child was
called Thomas Wardrope Ben, (called a‘ter the Assembly
Foreign Mission Convener), one of the adults baptized was a
young woman named Effie Winona Hunter. She was mar-
ricd in about three wecks afterwards to John Thunder, our
organist, who is also a good interpteter. He is now at Indian
Head helping Rev. Mr. McLean. Another of those baptized
was an old man about sixty-five years of age.  When I visited
him first last spring I found he had never been much at church.
1 read and expounded a part of John iii., he listened very at-
tentively ; afterengaging in prayer I asked him if he would come
1o church, he said he would, and came next Sabbath and con-
tinued to come, but not very regularly; on the 28th of December
I was visiting on the reserve and was informed that this
old man was dying and wanted to see me. When I got to
that house, 1 found he was unconscious. 1 asked his wife why
did they send for me? She said that for some time back her
husband talked a great deal about the Christian religion, and
about two weeks before he got sick, he expressed a desire to see
me, that he might be baptized and received into the Churchy
but neglected to let me know of his desires then. She then
told me that he had taken ill a week ago, and since then on
several occasions, expressed a desire to sce me, and to be
baptized, but they neglected, to send me word. 1 live about
eight miles from the Reserve, and have five stations, besides
the Reserve. 1 then tried again to waken this man, who
appeared to be in his death sleep. He opened his eyes and
appeared quite clear in his mind. I asked him if he wanted
to be baptized. He answered, 1 do. 1 asked him if he
believed in Jesus. He answered, I believe Jesus is the only
Saviour. I then asked him if he believed that Jesus was his
Saviour. He answered that he did. [ then spoks to him for
a little, showing that while it was the duty of every believer in
Christ to be baptized, it is the blood of Clirist, and that only
that can cleanse the soul. 1 baptized him then, and next
momning hedied. There have been ten deaths on the reserve
during the year; four of these were professing Christians,
including the one just mentioned. IKarly in the fali, a Chris-
tian woman and a heathen Indian were buried the same day
At the funeral of the Christian woman, her friends and rela-
tions were quiet and resigned, and laid their loved one in the
grave, in the hope of a glorious resurrection. After the
funeral, Mr. Burges and I went to see the heathen family who
had been bereaved also, but before we were within a mile of
the place, over the hills of the Bird Tail Creek, we could hear
the wail of the dead man’s brother. This cry of woe re-
echoed by the hills and woods, as it reached our ears in the
valley of Bird Tail. It appeared to bespeak the despair of the
man, and all like him who are without God, and without hope.
As we got ujpp to the top of the hill, we met an Indian who
although he attended church, was not a professing Christian.
He said the Indians did not feel so sorry for the Christian
woman because she was prepared to die, but they felt very
sorry for the man who was not prepared to die. This Indian
was baptized this winter and gives good evidence of being a
sincere Christian. Before reaching the house of mourning,
the noise changed, and when we got there the head of the
household had gone out somewhere to weep for his brother
and could not be found. On the 18th of June, a widow
woman named Mrs. Eastman died ; sometime before her
death 1 asked her what she intended to do with her four
young children, she said: I leave them with God, and 1 know
they will be taken care of. In answer to questions in regard
to her .wn future, she said she was prepared to die. On the
evening of her decease she said to the friends around her in
the tent, I would like to go home to-night, and in a short
time afterwards she called out, O. 1 am going now, and 1 see
the big house, and the door is open already, and then
passed away, we believe, to wear a spotless robe in the
mansions that Christ has gone to prepare for bhis
people. There were nine received into this Church
on profession of faith during the year., We now have
twenty-seven cn the communion roll. 1 preach on this
reserve once every two weeks. Last summer [ had a service
on Friday evenings every two weeks. The Sabbath I am
not there, the elders conduct 2 service, and every Tuesday
evening hold a prayer meeting. This meeting was stopped in
the winter, but now is started again. They have also a
Young Men's Christian Association. They meet every Satur-
day evening. ‘iae average Sabbath attendance will be about
thinty-five ; ity is difficult to give the average attendance of
the week evening meetings. Sometimes thase meetings are
well attended ; at other times the attendance is so small that
itis difficult to kcep the meetings up. At other times the
workers go away to hunt, especially in the carly summer and
fall, and week evening meetings are not held for weeks at a
time. If they are not too far away they generally come home
on Saturdays for the Sabbath services. The Woman’s For-
cign Missionary Society are supposed to meet once a week
to sew. Before beginning work they read a portion of the
Scripture and engage in prayer. 1 read your kind letter sent
to Mrs. Big Hunter, to the women before the service last
Sabbath. Theéy were pleased to receive .it. One of our
Chrrch members has ftoppcd coming to church during the
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winter, and joins the heathen Indians Jin their dances.
I was talking to him about it. He says he knows he is
doing what is wrong, and would think about what 1 said to
him, but he has not come back yet. He is offended at some
of the Christian Indians; and now I will close. [ have given
you as full a report as 1 can, There is much in the Indian
work to try our faith and patience, but it is not by any
means a hopeless work. On this reserve, as you will see by
this report, we have much reason to thank God and take
courage. [ hope that from the different mission ficlds of our
Church you will have such a report for your annual mecting
as will greatly strengthen the hands and encourage the hearts
of the \WWoman's Foreign Missionary Society. May your an-
nual meeting be alseason of great blessing to the members
of you suciety, May the great Head of the Church be with
y W i1, your deliberations, and guide you in adopting such mea-
sures as will be best to advance His kingdom.
gards from Mrs. McArthur and myself, yours very truly in the
Master's scrvice, Joun McARTHUR.

A STUDENT'S GRIEVANCE.,

[ S

MR. Entros, —1 desire to ask your readers if any Pres-
bytery of our Church is at liberty to exercise its pleasure to
an unlimited extent in prescribing examinations to students,
and if not, what refuge students have from the sometimes
capricious pleasure of a certain Presbytery? The students
of Queen’s consider themselves aggrieved by the Presbytery
of Kingston. In order that your readers may sec this is
not a mere whim on the part of the writer, but a genuine griev-
ance in which the Church students share as a body, 1 sub-
mit a number of facts bearing on the subject. There are
threc examinations to which the students are subjected by
this Presbytery, and in connection with each of these are fea-
tures wherein the Presbytery exceeds its prerogative.

The first of these is the examination of students gomg
out to the mission field for the first time. At the late.ex-
amination in this department a paper was set by the Con.
vener of the “ Committee in charge of students,” the first
half of which was upon a series of lectures on Bible History
and geography delivered by him during the winter in the
lecture room of his church, which lectures such students as
found their regular college studies insufficient to occupy thewr
time were privileged to attend. Not only so, but the students
knew absolutely nothing beforehand about their being
examined op these lectures. They do not simply Zmagine
that they were examined on this course of lectures, for the
fact was very plainly indicated when a student, on asking ex-
planation of a certain question, received, as the introductory
part of his answer from the examiner, the reply that *if he
had attended these lectures during the winter be would know
what the question meant.” Several students who did not come
up to the standard in this examination—what that standard
is no one knows -had their names actually struck off by the
examiner from the list of students applying to the Home
Mission Committee for summer appointments. But not only
were the students applying for mission work for the first
time suthmoned to appear for examination ; but those who
who had done mission work for the first time last year, and
had been duly certified to the college by their respective
Presbyteries, were also made to undergo this examination ;
and a certain student of this class who failed to appear at this
examination had his name struck off the list. I ask if the
ready answers to such questions as :

“ Compare the size of the Old Testament world with the
Dominion of Canada.”

“ Name the Bible lands on the Mediterranean Sea.”

“ Give the points at issue between Paul and the Judaizing
teachers.”

“ Mention the churches that Paul founded in Europe on his
second missionary journey,” etc.
are the best tests of a student’s fitness to minister to
the spiritual needs of a congregation during the summer? |
can find no regulation in the Book of Forms demanding
that students undergo a rigorous examination of this kind,
much less any regulation requiring students, who have once
done mission work, and have been duly certified to the college
to be re-examined on resuming mission work. If such regu-
lations exist on the statute books of the Church, it is unfair
that they should be hidden in such dark corners that students
have no access to them. Itis a noteworthy fact that in con-
nection with this examination, so exhaustive in the ‘matter of
Bible facts, there was absolutely no examination of the candi-
dates as to moral character or personal religion.

The second examination to which students are subjected
by this Presbytery is on the occasion of their entering Divinity
Hall. The Theological Faculty of the college prescribes a
matriculation gxamination in Hebrew, Greek, Confession of
Faith, etc., at which most of the students entering Theology
present themselves, As soon as the session has fairly begun
all entrants on Theology are summoned before the Presbytery’s
examiming committee and there, matriculants and non-matri-
culants alike, have to undergo examination on the matricula-
tion work. This, in itself, 1 do not regard a grievance. But
a year and a half ggo at this examination two students who
had passed the matiiculation examination and who each had
the degree of B.A., were actually plucked in Greek. The ex-
amination on that  occasion, however, was not on the matri-
culation Greek but on-work which the candidates had never
read. These students were certified to the Theological Faculty
as to their moral character but were refused certification as -to
their “ general fitness” until they had submitted to another
examination in Greek. Section 1335 of the Book of Farms
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reads: “ It is the duty of Presbyteries to cxamine all persons
presenting themselves as entrants on the study of theology, re-
specting their moral and religious character, their motives,
and their general fitness to study for the ministry, and if sat-
isfied to certify them 1o the college which they propose to at-
tend.” [ waintain that none of the above requirements is
fulfilled by plucking graduates in Arts in passages of the Greek
Testament which they have never read.

The third examination is that of students making applica-
tion for license. The examination of thus year is a fair sample
of those usually prescribed. In addition te all the proper
theological subjects set down in the Book of Forms there were
prescribed by the examining committee fifty Psalms in the
Vulgate, the lectures in metaphysics of the junior class in
Queen’s University, and Plato's Republic, as welt as a com-
prehensive examination in Biblical history and geography. In
order that a student may passa satisfactory examination on
this last subject, it is necessary cither that he attend the lec-
tures previously mentioned or that he read a prescribed text.
book bearing on the subject. Omnc student, at least, was
pluck.ed on this subject this spring and had to undergo re-
examination.

'.I‘he fear of being plucked, and the disgrace and incon.
venience attending such a misfortune, the laborious exactions
of the committee over and above regular college work, and the
time required for this last examination—parts of four days
during the college Session-—matenally hinder the students in
their regular college duties. So far as the students’ experience
testifies, the action of the Presbytery’s Committee is in direct
opposition toe the instructions given in the Book of Forms,
according to which Presbyteries shall * encourage students in
the arduous course of study by which the Church has wisely
determined that her ministry should be reached.” The dis-
content of the students, which has been increasing of late, haus
at last taken definite form in a resolution passed by the sty-
dents’ Missionary Association, expressing dissatisfaction with
this system of examinations,

It must not be supposed that J am one of the dissatishied
students manifesting my resentment because of severe treat-
ment received from the committee at one time or other. As
a matter of fact, I have had no connection with the Presby.
tery’s Commiittee for more than two years, and my connection
with the committee up to that time happened to be satisfac-
tory. The prospects at present are that I will not have any
further connection with this examination committee. Thus [
am not influenced by any personal motive in rehearsing the
grievances of the students, but only by a desire to see the in-
terests of the Church students advanced rather than hindereg,

In view of these facts, I repeat the questions with which
this letter opens. Isa Presbytery at liberty to exercise its pleas-
ure to an unlimited estent in prescribing exanunations- for
students > If it is, we must patieatly submut. If 1t is not,
what course should be pursued by students coming under
the jurisdiction of the Presbytery of Kingston ¢ Yours, etc.

STUDENT.

SYNOD OF HAMILTON A/\}l) LONDOWN,

The Svnod of Hamilton and London met on the evening of
the Sth inst. in Zion church, Brantford, and was opéned by the
Rev. Dr. James, of Walkerton, the retiring Moderator, The
attendance of ministers and elders was large, and the congre-
gation represented all the denominations wn the city. Dr.
James, who preached an able and appropriate sermon, too);
for his text Revelations v. 14.

After the sermon the Synod was constituted and the roll
called by Dr. Cochrane, the clerk. The Moderator then
asked for nominations for his successor. On motion of Dr
Thomson, of Sarnia, seconded by Dr. Proudfoot, the Rev'
George Cuthbertson, of Wyoming, was unanimously elccted'
On taking the chair he returned thanks in a chnmcteristic.
speech.

The Moderator of the Synod of Hamilton and London
the Rev. George Cuthbertson, of Wyoming, is a native oi‘
Kilmaurs, Ayrshire, Scotland, where he received his prelimi-
nary education.  After attending at Glasgow University, he
came with his parents to Canada, settling in Ayr, Ontario. ’Hc
completed his training for the ministry in Knox College. His
first charge was Winterbourne, whence he was called_to the
pastorate of the Presbyterian Church, St. Thomas. From St.
Thomas he was called to his present charge of Wyommng and
South Plympton, where he has done excellent work and
where his services are highly appreciated. My, Cuthbertson
is a faithful, manly, and evangelical mimister, and his election
to the Moderatorship of his Synod is a worthy tribute to oenu-
ine worth. °

The clerk vead the list of nominations for the committees
on commissions of clders, on licenses of students, on Presby.
tery records and for preparing the business of the synod, which
were adopted.

Arrangements were made to hear a fraternal deputation
from the Methodist clergymen of the city, and 1o hear Mr. J.
K. Macdonald, of Toronto, on behalf of the Aged and Infirm
Ministers’ Fund.

Natice of motion was given by Mr. Caswell, of Oneida,
f?r a committee to prepare a deliverance on the Jesuit ques-
tion,

On Tuesday morning after routine business on motion of
Rev. A. K. Caswell, of Oneida, seconded by Mr. W. . Ball
the following committee was appointed to prepare a deliver-
ance on the Jesuit Estates Bill and report at a future sederunt :
Revs. Dr. James (convener), Dr. D. C. Mclntyre; W. S, Ball,
J. S. Henderson, Dr. Laing and A. K., Caswell ; Mr. A. 1,
Mackenzie and Dr. T. M. Maclntyre, elders.



