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Outr contrdbltovz.
CONCERNI'NG SHORTr OA TS.

DY KNOXONIAN.

The season for grovwth lu nearly aver for this
year. Grain that did nol grow during the pait fow
maaths cannot growv at aIl. It bas missed its oppor.
tunity It had onlY one, and that ane %vill never re-
turn. In lwo or thrc-e localitles in Ontario the oppor-
tunity vins not a good one. There was flot enaugh of
min, and those people wbo have a squint towards
Agnosticism say that the clergy were tu bRame bc-
cause they did nlot brluWtdown the rain. De that es
It may, the oats are short' la several localitits, and the
resson is because they did flot grow at the right time.

There la a ti neo for mental growth in the lité of
every man, and il bie dc - s not grow during that trne,
the chances are about a million la one that, like the
cat crop af 1888, ho mnust remain short. 0f course
wo inean mentally short Hugh Mulrer salit that one
of bis neighbours mans always a protound mystery to
hlm. The mysterious thing about hlm was that he
bad walked tii tarth for fifty Yeats wiuîhout picking
up a single idea. A mani who ives fifty Yeats withoul
picking up an iden, wiii neyer pick up ont. The
season for mental growth beginsilu arly life. It may
continue long allier fiîy, but if it dots, it must begin
long before flfty. Thore need bc no dead line of fifty
ln the life or a preacher or any other man. If anc
begins i lime ta cultivate bis niind and keeps up the
cultivation vigorously, there is no reason, why, with
ordiaary hcaith, there rnay flot be good mental growth
belvicen sixty and scventy.

Thtre is time for the moral and spiritual growth in
the life of every an. Spiritual growth, like mental,
must begin carly if it is ta make rnuch progress. A
man converted at fifty or sixty usually needs ail tlie
rernlder of bis lite ta do the negauive tvork af getting
over bis bad habits. Tberc is litle lime Refi for posi-
tive work. We bave na right ta set lirnits ta the
power of the Spirit. A stnner may bie colnvcrtcd at
alty age. ButI the iaid remains that the rnoçt useful
Christians, as a rule, begin the Christian lite early.
There is a summer time for spiritual growtb, as well
as for natural grawth, and if the growth dors flot take
place in the sumtner ai lite, it rarely takes place in
autumln.

Tht best time for a niinister la give bis mental
growth a good start is the first ton Years afier ho fin-
isbas bis college course. As a rule, the battle is lost or
yen duririg these Yeats. Tht idea that the best lime fQf
mental growth is during the college course is a huge
delusion. "<ou migbr as vieIl say that tht best lime
for digestinn is vihile one is eating bis dinner. Soma
people, flot particularly cynical, %ould say thal ,3olting
in this connection is a better word than eating. The
most tliat any professor cas do in a few rnonths is
ta show students the worlc, give thern a <cvi hints
about using their tools and apply somae motive paver.

The motive powier is, perhaps, the mo8t important
parn of the work The professor vibo can give bis
student such a push in the direction of mental groffth
that the Young main wili téal the power cf tbe push for
ten yeax afier he beaves college is the rigbt kind ai a
prolossor. To saine students it would be easy ta givc
a push of that kind; others need tht power of a stcan
engine.

The critical lime with most ministers, s0 lar as
mental growlh is concerned, is the flrst fow Yeats aflier
se'tlement. if a young minister relies niainly during
thee years on what hie bas leamned at coliege, nineîy-
nine times ouI af a aundred he will not long kov
even vihat hoe did learn at callege. If lhe uscs bis cal-
loe course as a tntre statrtiflg point and gots rigbî
on witb independenl study, other tbings being nearly
equal, his succcss is fairly certain in any Churcb not
lnfosted 'vitil clericai wàre-pulters. The trouble is
that many young ministtrs; in Ibis country are often
placed in positions in which generous study is ex-
cetdingly difficult, and, ia some cases, ahsolutely im-
passible. One cannaI read books if ane bas na
moncy to, buy them. Astronorny may be studied
when driving on nioonlighl nights hetveen stations,
but astronomy is only ane branch oi knawledge. It
is 'lifficuit to, read theoiogy decply and at the saine
ime huaI up the dishes for a tea meeting. Collect-

ing one's salary may greatly sîrenigthen onc's beiief
in the doctrine of human depravity, but humas de.
,pravity is oniy ane point. Thçre nny«be, as Shako-

speare observes, sermons in stouts, but a long drive
over a stony rond lu far more likely ta knack the ser-
mon cut of a man tRias put unc into hlm. Poverty
may bc a great blessing for those who like Il, but lts
paweraosa gentous educalor af minîsters bas Ricen
lremendously overralod. Dividing the last dallar bec
Ivicen the baker and the butcher nover helps a minis.
ter mighîily la dividing texts.

Thcre is a lime for growth ln busiiesi. A man
starts out ln smrn lino and after a time, when ha loaks
back, hofindu the stan vns a good one. Then cornes
tbe critical marnent. If hoe goes too fast hoe mtiy go
an the rocks, but if ho tries la stand stili he is sure ta
go back. Clever business men tell us thero is always
a point somewhere, and if you strike out at that point
you arc almost sure la o igbt. If you miss the point
once you may neyer gel another chance.

In lad, grawth aI a certain lime stems ta bc Indis.
pensable ta success ln everylbing. If growth does nol
hegin at the riglit lime it may nover begin. if a boy
does not grow an inch in height belvicen twelve and
îwenty ail the pawer on eartb cannaI make hlm a tat
Young manl.

Moral : Gravi mentally, rnoraliy and spinitually at
tht righl time, or you miay be as short as part cf On'
lanao ont crop af 1888.

CLERICAL GLEANINGS.

BV REV. JAMES HASTIE, CORNWALL.

BREAKERS AUBAD).

Your minister is cailed, installed, welcamod to
y'our sandluary and your bornes, seîîled la bis parsort.
age, and ready ta go about the viark la wbach yau
have sumimoned him. It is quite t:orth wviie for you
ta pause for a moment an the tbresbold of Ibis pas-
tonale, and think it ail over and make up your mind
vihat yau are going ta do aboutit Itis quile sale tasay
that the pleasantness, the frttittulness and the perma.
nency cf this relation depends on you quile as mucb
as on hlm.

Thethoughtful observer finds much that is curicous
in the rise, dec'line, and fait of the pastorales in many
oftour Protestant Churches. If Agurthe son offjaleb,
bad lived la our day, he viauld bave added, 1 amn
sure, ta the four lbings toa vionderful for him, hi.
fifîli one, vi. The way of a Chunch wilh a minister
veryocfton. It is anc of the tbings that no philosopher
ever can find out. Wbat praduce7, the violent
likîngs and the violent disiikes, and the violent
changes fnom liking ta disgust wilh whicb soin-
Churches are affecte lu ibteir relation la th tir minis-
ters? Ont sets but little reason ollentimes for tht
antipathy witb which the relation ended, or aeu for
tRie idolatry witb which it begas, and viondens whicb
was tht greater illusion.

The critical peniod af any pastorale la apt la set in
about the close of the second year. At first, ail gots
an swimmingly. The nevi voice, in the pulpir, tbe
ncw ways ai putting things, the nov mental habit and
equipment, the nevi meîhod of wonk awakea tht at-
tention and engage the nterest of the people in
soma respects the nov pastor is as iinpravement on
bis predecessor, and tht people are inclined ta make
the most cf these supeniorities ; hie is louaid ta be so
good that îhey idoiize hlm, altributing la birn pavers
and perfections bait lie duos flot poss:zs. By and by
the glamour vanishes, and tht main begins ta appear
in bis truc character. Ho bas bis defects as vieil as
superiorities ; bis aridities as well as freshnesses ; bis
facibles as vieil as bis virtues. Ht i not perfect He
dats nat posstss soa of the gaod qualitits bce vas
imagined ta passess. It begins ta be suspeclcd by
somae that their doit is stuffcd wiîh sawdust. ]3y a
naitural ronction the over-estimate as tollowed by an
under-estîrnate ; and this is quite lik--:y ta break out
about the end cf tht second year,. tbaugh the period
of incubation i somntinles langer and sometimes
sakorer.

Like tRiat philosophical oid lady viha had observed
that wben she li.-ed lbrougb March she always
livcdl ait the test cf the year, 1 bave noticed

tha i a asorgels through bis second year and weli
o nobsthird year, ruthout any serious alienati ins

or disturbances la bis parli, be -is lilcly ta bave
srnooîb sailig for soma time ta came.

The roots cf bitternes tiait cause the final disrup.
tion of tie pastorale, ane likciy to spring up i the
period of disillusion that succeecis finst love,

Lot me, therefore, bang up tiIs precautionary
signal. Do not averostimale yaur pastor at tht ho.
glnning, and thon yau wiii flot be c lkeiy ta under.
estimate Rîim a little funîher an. Ho lu prol'ably a liai1e
Resu perfect than somaocf vtou tiink hlm now ; he is
probably a ltile nearer perfect than soa cf you wili
tbink hlm by and by.

Scale down your enchantmenl, and discount your
disappointitat. IlEphnaimn,* said tht prophel, I s a
cake flot tUrned'"-ravi on the onc side, scorcbed on
tie cther. LoI your affection for your paston shun
thase perlons extremes.

Finaily, if thene bc any tiaughîs ei kindness in youn
heart toviard yaur pastar, or any purPoso cf bclping
hlmi, do flot delay too long abaping them ln word and
deed.

Havi nany pastorales ltre are vibase graves are
covcred with thie costiiest and swtetest Raviers 1 How
cites the ministor'staggers an year after yoar under a
burden 100 heavy for hlm, spcnding bis strengti for
1is people, wishing tRial tboy would lighten bis toad a
liato, yet feeling tbat vihor he moas tht beaviest
sacrifices tboy regard hlm as an unpnafiîable servant,
who la only doing what il la hI.a duty ta do, tilt at
lenglh lhe burden becomes unsupportable, akid bc laits
it dawn. Then tht apprcistio that hc bas needed
ail along liegins ta flnd èxpression-then, when it
ls taa Rate.

1 have sometimcs tbougbî ait funerals that if balf cf
the kind things that are said ai tht departedl wite
tht crape lultens on tht belI-knob, had been Baud ta
hlm vibile ha vas yet ln tht fltsh, hoe might have livcd
many ytars longer. And, in likermannerif the grato.
fui yards, tearful tributes, and gonenous praf(ons viti
whici the nesignation ai tht pastoral office is uftes
greeted, had heen disînibuteid over tic previous yeas,
tht resignalios would net have been written.

TWO TRA VEL PAPERS.

FROM1 CALAIS TO ROLIE-AIX- LES- BAINS.

BV MARGARET COMMIE.

Tht voyage was over, and Cala is was reached. WVe
ived-i. e aur friends assured us of the tact; vie

shall live, they further declarcd-much ta our unbelief
and indignation.

Wiîh countenances ofithat exquisitely delicate tint
so cbaracteristic et a Young beech iree ln june, wo
sank dovin helplessly on tht douane tabltin the midst
cf a noise worse tban that wivhch averpoivered tht
Tovier-of-Dabel masons soma yeans iga. Witbaut a
toucb af compassion in bis black eyca, and îvitb an
extra sbnîllness in bis tories, a French official ap.
praached, vorîfematîng and gesticulating ; but, fiad-
ing aIl bis efforts fai, for wc neither understood ot
meved, nan gave up aur ïctys, tht ruffian utîened a
piercbng shrielc of bad English anee tobac, mees? This
vins the last straw to the day's burden. Probably,
liadt ve been as accustoniod thon, as vie alierivards
becamoe ta tht sight of a Rus.Flan lady smoking ber
cigar in the gardes cf au Italian 15e»sion, vie shauld
tnt bave felt sa depressed by the personal suspici-
ans efthiis unfeeling Frenchman 1 Propellil int a
Paris carniage by the efforts cf aur partit, ve relapscd
int a state of gRoum, inanition aand repugnacce ta
food, a condition niost gratîfyîng ta the test of tht
campany, vibo watt if opinion that breakfast bad flot
pnoved as sustaining as usual that day, and vihase
<cars liadt grawn welfisi yulh regard ta the number cf
sandwiches in tht lunch baskets. Our gleain and
despair cantinued until vie neacbed the sautb off
France, vilere tht sunshine lad a marvellous effect
in cbanging tht aspect of affairs. Roviving viander-
fill undtr its genial influence, vie arrived ait Aix-
les-Bains, on tht shores af Lake Bourget, ia Savoy-
the quaintest lîttie French tavin you can imagine.

Necessily, in tht shape cf beaiîh, compellcd a
stoppage bore cf a fevi vieks, vich, althougi enger
ta press an ta Rame, vie did nat Elnd reason ta regrt.
Tht vicaîber was chanming, tht vintage was ait hand,
and funthermont vit Sean discovtred tliat, at Aix, ve
wc flot s at [ar fom Rame and tle Romans as vre
hadl belicved. On tht moraing alter our arrivaI wo
walked up tht nanrow village street to the market
place, vibere, rigit ia the contre et *.he large open
square, vie faund.a massive Roman tinumplal ancli.
There it steod viith the venerableness cf z,5wo
Years upos ît, aîxd. Raeking as if it meant: toastund for
4150o years more. liew came the Romans ta be
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