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signed by thicty-two members and thirty.six adherents, He
also reported that the congregation had guaranteed a stipend
of $650. He certified that Dr. Sanderson and Mr. J. C.
Hoffman had been appointed by the congregation to repre
sent its interests in this matter, ” These commissioners com-

cared and were heard in support of the call.  Thereupon

r. Bryce moved that Mr. Pithlado's conduct herein be
sustained, that he be thanked for his diligence, and that the
call be sustained as a regular Gospel call and be now placed
in the bands of Mr. Quinn for his consideration. This was
duly seconded and adopted, and the call accordingly placed
in his hands.  Mr. Quinn thereupon accepted the same, and
the Presbytery appointed that hs induction take place in the
¢ Yat Emerson on Tuesday, December 15, at halfepast
two o clock p.ni., and that Rev. A, McLarer. _reach on that
occasion, Rev. Mr. Pitblado preside and addiess the win.
ister-clect and Rev, 1. B. Whimster address the people.
The Clerk read an abstiact of the statement of the Secretar
of the Synod’s tlome Mission Committee, and along with it
submitted a statemnent of the disbursements for this Presby.
tery up to date. Ontotion of P'rofessor Bryce, duly seconded
by Mr, Copeland, the Presbytery agreed to lay these docu-
ments on the table, and the Presbytery ordered that ther
consideration be taken up at the next regular mecung of
Presbytery, which was then appointed to be held in Knox
Church, Winnipeg, on the fint Tuesday in Marcl: next, at
half-past seven o'clock p.m. The clerk read a letter from
the Board and Senate of Kpox College anent the appoint-
ment of a fourth professor in said college, whose subjects
shall be Church History, Homiletics and Pastoral Theolugy.
Mr. McLaren then repurted for the committee on the exam
ination of studentsas fullows. Your committce has conterred
with Mesas. M. R. Gordon, Angus McLeod, William S.
Moore, John MeMillan and Donald Munro. That your
committee has examined them as to their religious eaperience
and their motives for entering the ministry. Your committee
further examined them as to their educational attainments,
and foupd that herein there is a considerable diversity. Yet
the committee had agreed curdially to recommenid the Senate
to give these gentlemen the status as theolugical students,
which their attainments and the circumstances of each case
warrant. The report, on motion made and seconded, was
received and adopted,  The Presbytery thea adjourned, to
meet in the church at Emerson, on Tuesday, t5th Decem
ber next, at half-past two o'clock p.m. -D. B. WHiMsTER,
Fres. Clerk,

. MUNTREAL NOTES.

Ox Monday last, Mr. J. Burt Sutherland delivered a
lecture in Chalmers Church lecturé room, under the
auspices of the Young People’s Associatzon.  The Rev. G.
C. Heine occupied the chair, and there was a large atten-
dance. Mr. Sutheriand’s subject was ** Notes of a Trp to
Europe in 1855 " e succeeded in secuning and retaning
the rapt autention of his auwdience, as he praphically
delineated the places vicited and sights withessed by him
in England, France and Swuzerland ; and at the close was
accorded a hearty vote of thanks.

Tue date of the rsception given to the Preshyterion
College students by the Young People’s Assuciation of
Erskine Church has been changed frown the 14th, to Friday,
the 11th inst.
pleasant social evening is confidently looked for.

Tik Rev. Alexander McGilliviay, of St. Andrew'sChurch,
Williamston, who has acted as agent in Butan for the

at year of the Board of French Evangelization, is now on

is way home, and expects to rerch New York ina few
days, by the Anchor Linc. Mr. McGitliveay's health s
cunsiderably improved. He resumes work in lus own
congregation this month, and will be very cordially
welcomed by his peaple.

O~ Tuesday last, the 1stinst., the Rev. Thos. Bennett,
—formerly of Carp and Kinburn—was inducted iato the
pastorate of Taylor Church, Muntreal. There was a large
attendance of the congregation. The Rev. J.  Fleck
presided, and offered the induction prayer, the Rev. Dr.
Smyth preached, the Rev. J. Nichols aadressed the
minister, and the Rev. R, H. Warden the people. In
adduion to the mimsters named, there were present the
Revs. A. B, Mackay, Jas. Patterson, A. B, Cruchet and
G. C. Heine. Mr. Bennett’s call was most  unanimous.
He received a corhal welcome from the congregavion, and
enters upon his labours with encouraging prospects of
success. On Thursday evening, a welcome fesuval was
held in the church, when addresses were delivered by Rev.
Messts. Fleck, King, Rogers and Bennett.  The choir sung
several appropriate picees, and tea was scrved dunng the
cvening, by the ladics of the congregation.

Mr. Huer McLeExNAN lectured on Thursday evening,
on * Canadian Commerce,” befute the Young Men's Socicli;
of St. Paul’s Chusch, The lecture, which was replete wit
interest, was a sketch of the changes in the business of the
country during the time Mz, McLennan has sesided in Mont
real, a'period of upwards of forty years.

AT tbe meeting of the Celtic Socicty in the Presbytenan
College, on Thursday last, 2 paper of more than ordinary
mterest was tead, from the pen of Mr. John McLennan,
cx-M. % for Glengarry, on the early setilement of the coun-
ty. It is a valuable cantbutien to the histury of that
staunch highland county, onc of the carliest scttled in On-
tario. There was also read at the meeting, a paper by the
Rev. D. B. Blair, the well.known Gaclic scholar of Barney's
River, Pictou County, Nova Scotia.

Mg. C. BLACKETT RODINSON, of Tue CANADA PRESBY-
IRIAN, was in the city this week on business cunaccted
with the ** Preshyterian {iymnal." the contract forth.c print-
ing and publishing of which he has sccured {or the next seven
years.

For the last few years it has been customary to have a
gathering of the tcachers and children of all the Presbyterian
Sabbath Schools 1n Erskine Church on New Year's moming.
There was some  abt as o the holding of the mecting this

winter. However, at a meeting of the exzcutive of the Sab-
bath School Assuciation, un l-'rid:\y evening, it was agreed
to hold the p'ulhcring as usual on New Year's morning, and
Messis. Croil, D, T. Fraser, W. Paul Hutchison and Rev.
W. R Cruikshank were appointed a committee to anange
for the meeting,

Tue Rev. J. Annand and Mrs. Annand were on Sabhath
in Ottawa, 1n the interests of thewr mission in the New [le.
Lrades.  1t1s hoped that they may be able to visit Montreal
and adidress some of the congregations here befose their re-
turn to theie distant field of labour. A recent letier from
the Rev. ' A, Robertson, of Eromanga, tothe Rev. R, H.
Warden, giveg a most encouraging account of the prigress of
the wark un ﬁat blood-slaincfisland. At the first Commu-
nion after Mr. Robertson’s retusn from his visit to Canada,
he baptized and reccived into fellowship with the Chutch no
fewer than thirty seven natives and altogetiier the Cummu
aion services were attended by upwards of 600 of the inhabi-
tants of Eromanga.

THE next monthly meeting of the Preshyterian Sabbaih
School Association of the city is to be held 10 Knux Church,
on Tuesday, 15ih inst., when iicv. Puncipal MacVicar, D, I,
is to cunduct a model teachers’ mecting fur the study of the
Sabbath Schuol Lesson.

OBITUARY.

The Rev. Robert Scrimgeour, pastor of the Presby-
terian Church, Furest, Ont., passed to tus sest and reaard
on the evening of Monday, the 10th November, 1885, Mr.
Scnmgeour was botn in Forfaistiure, Scotland, i 1821, and
was consequently in_his siaty fourth year.  After the usual

arish schoul education he attended 3.: grammar school at

undee, then conducted by Dr. Low, a teacher of distin-

*The invitations are already out, and a !

gunhed abibties. He further prosecuted his luecrary and
‘ classical studies at the College of St. Andrew's and Mans-
chal College, Aberdeen. He was a distingusshed siudent 1n
, nearly all the classes slnuugh which he passed, and gained
1 Ly cumpetitiun the ﬁraldmzc in avil history. under the fate
y L. Ferrie.  Hestudied theoluy at the Feee Church Cul-
p lege, Abeaidecn, and the New College, Ldinbugh.
y 1n 1852 Mr. Scrimgeour was licensed v preach the Guspel,
y and the fullowing year was ordained pastor of the Free
' Church cungregat.on at Sioney Kak, in the Tresbytery of
y Stranracr.  In 1861 he was translated to Fiee St. Juhn's
Church, Leith, to be colleaguc and successor 10 the Rev.
I James Lewis. Here he remained till 1866, when he left
Scotland for New Zealand to take the pastoral charge of an
important congregation in the city of Dunedin. In 1869
| heremoved from New Zealand to San Francisco, where he
discharged the dutics of the pastorate 1)l 1878, when, oning
to the ill-health of some of his family, he came to Carada.
Seon after bis antival in Ontarie he was induoed into thie
astorate of Glenmorsis cungregation in the Prestavteny of
k This he afterward resigned and became munstes of

2ris.
the congregation at Forest on the 15th day of July, 1884.
Mr. Scrimgeour was a man of warm, kindly ?crﬁr grand sen-
si-ive nature. He was a good scho'ar and sutad iheuluivn
and a vigorous and impressive preacher.  He was also
marked by strong Christian sympathies and a ripened <pin-
tual experience which fitted him to be a faithfui, cfficient
pastor.  Even at the beginning of his labvuts in Forest
sipns of faling health appeated, but he laboured on with
much acceptance and success while his strength permitied,
The congregation had increased considerably under his min-
istry, and he had secured the respect and esteem of the who'e
community. But the disease from which he suffered—al-
dominal cancer—a disease of a very painful and irritating
nature— had been making slow and stealthy progress and at
last grained the ascendency.  After a lengthened illness, ac-
companied with intense sufiesing, he died in triumphant
peace at the manse, Forest, on the date aboye-mentioncd
Mr Scrimgeour leaves a widow, twocensand adaughierto
maurn their loss, but they are at present far apart. The snns
are, one in Honoluly, the other in one of the Hawaiian Is
2nds 1n the South Pacific.  Iis widow and daughter reside
in Forest and have the kind sympathy of the people there.
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INTERNATION I 77SSONS
Dec 391} [RECHETH

S THE CRACIOUS INVITATION.  {™.;

Gornzx Texr.—‘“Ho, cvery onc that thirsteth, come
ye to the waters."e~Tez. Iv. 1. L.
Ve

INTRODUCTION.

This 1s a glortous chupter. It s a sumable cluse for a
sentes of lessuns and, in conncctivn with the two preceding
lessons, 1s a completc statement of the plan of sahvauon.  1n
Isa. 1., we had a view of man’s lost condition, 10 Isa. ., a
discovery of the way of salvatiun, and nuw a gracious -
tation 1o all to comce and dnnl freely trom the fountain that
is opencd for sin and ancleanness. It scems asaf ihe prophet
had been boring for water and, having struck upen a flow-
ing strcam, with joy publishes it and invites all to come and
| Satisly their thinst.

Nowhere m 8 Bible is there a more beautiful and precivus
chapter.  Itis hoped that many of the children and yuuarg
p%iplc will learn by heart this chapter, and that it will be
within them a well of water spnaging up into cverlasting life.

EXPLANATCRY,

Every verse is a theme upon which the whole time at out
Jdisposal might bespent. 1t conveniently falls itto two lead-
ing Qivisions.

1. The Gracious and Universal Invitation.

(1) Toall. Ho, cuvery ene, ete.—The attention of all
thirsting onces is invited to the great revelation of an abun.

dant supply. . )
(2) Nolimutation, No merey.—Itis not to be purchascd.

| Tt1s free grace, ** Notbing in my hand I bung—s:mply to

Thy cross I cling.”" The word éuy i to be taken in the
sense of recesve,  The poutest welcome,

(3) Sufficient.  Wne and mitk,—1t is not only a salva-
tion that quenches the fires of divine justice,; vut nousishes
and builds up our nature,  Wineand muik in Eastern coun
tries are regarded as the most nourishing kinds of food.
Everywhere milk s regarded as possessed of all the elements
necessary to develup the whole system. Itas held by some
that the pure juice of the grape, before fermentation, containg
a larger percentage of these ingredients than milk does,

They illustrate beautifully the important fact that the Gos-
pel 15 intended to meet all our wanis and restore us agdin to
that state of holiness and likeness to God from which we
fell.  **We shall te like Ham, for we shall see Him as e

is.”

11. Encouragements.—There are several smportant con-
siderations advanced why a// should ef once accept the invi-
tation so cordually given,

(1) Al else unsatisfying, ver, 2.—Itis folly to spend
money and fabenr for those things that will only disappoint
cven if we should obtain.  That is true of all worldly objects
ol amtuon, It we think they will bring happiness with
them, we are misiahen,  They are nor bread.  No comfort
m tnal aad death cames from wealth or {)owcr. Only the
comfort of b=ing 1n theinvisible arms will sazegfy them, It
is good and the soul finds it to be fafress, unspeakable
joy, to have Ilim near in time of trouble.

$2) A covenant engagement assured, ver. 3.—There is
notling more tequired than that we /isten to the invitation
attentively and come, and He will engage to be our God, our
Heiper, vur Shepherd, our King.,  He engage to be His
oliclient children, These are the mercies so surely promised
to David—the salvatiun provided &y and 12 Chnst,

This corenant s everlasting. No possiility of ruin to
them hat ase s, ** No man shall pluck thein out of My
Father’s hand.”

(31 Zheharader of Christ, ver. 4.—Let us think of who
Chiast as and then of sbie teiattun in which He is to siand to
us—a Leader anld Commander, 2 Guide and Ring, that will
adeays lead aml proieet until we enter upon our eternal
teat. Thad s the greatest blessing we can have.  Who can
tesist such an argument 2

v Hhat Chzist 1s gowng to do, ver. 5.—~God the Father
Liere addeesses the Messah,  Ue says. * Thou shalt calla
nati m that Thuu knuwest not.”  That is by some regarded
as the Church, the new spiritual kingdom He would estab-
Yi-h, yet unknoun, O hets think that thic and the followin
clause refer tothe Gentiles.  They knew not God and Goﬁ
Jdid 2t &nose them, in the sense in which He is said 1o know
His people.

But the Jay is coming, the Father says, when the Messiah
shall be su exaltzd and gloufied that the Gentile nations shall
tut unto Him, presang into the Kingdom, Thathasina
measure lLeen fu:fl"ci but the better days are cuming.
Sach a Leader is worth fullowing—{for victory and glory are
sure.

(3) The certainty of aceptance now, ver. 6, 7.—Let all
sinners fursake therr sinful ways and thoughts and return
unto the Lord, and {le will have mercy upon them, furgive
them, abundantly pardon—if they comen time.  Thatisa

uabfication that should be carefully noted. There are
tides in Jife, unknown epochs which are fixed by divine de-
cree, and af they are passed our opportunities are gone.
Noww is the accepted time—who can tell about to-morrow ?

(6) Mercy reacketh unto the keavens, ver, 8, 9.—These two
verses are exceedingly important in the selation in which
they stand to the preceding verse. The wicked often feel
that theis sins are too great to be forgiven—they have gone
beyund the depth of mercy ; and, if they hed to do with
man, that is true 3 but they have to do with God, whose

ways and tkougches are as much higher than man’s as the
heavens are higher than the carth.  Inall His attributes He
is divine.  1lic justice, power, wisdom, truth, all are the
artnihutes of a Gnd.  Topthese people do not doubt Him,
but they limit Tis merey and &eink they have gone beyond
the power of grace to forgive. Here we are taught that it
is the mercy of @ God we have 10 deal with, and that
though our sins be as scartlet, orred like erimson, they shall
be white as wool or snaw.

In all ather recpeets God isinfinitely above man ; but it is
impertant that we should here confine the thought to mercy
and emphasize it for the strenpthening of the doubting.

(7Y God is io-operating switk our cfforts, ver. 10, 11,—
There 1s no failure in the material world. Al these things
that occur, that may seem purposcless, as the falling of 2
shower of snow, are designed, and will accomplish without
fail that for which they are .ent,

Tt is so with the Hon? of God, with the gracious invita-
tion of this chapter, as well as all the other words inspired
by Him. God has a plan—a structure in view that He has
by an eternal decree determined to build, and he has sent
furth His messages and messengers to build that spiritual
tempde and thiey shall notfail.  \What an encouraging verse
for_cvery worker in the Lord’s vineyard !

There 1s some time between spnngtime and harvest, but
the harvest always comes,  So, ** we have need of patience
after we have dene the will of Sod that we may zeccive the
reward.”

The lesson closes here, but the remaining verses are
beawiful.  They also may be classified as encouragements.
They tell of the aniversal sympathy with God's work, Al
nature rejuices over the tronsformation that will take place
when thetraublesome and offensive will be supplanted by
the beautifi: and useful.

May the teach.ap of this last lesson of the term touch
many hearts, and draw them to Chrisi.

LPRAVTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. Let none find any plea that shuts himself out from the
universality of **cvery one.”

2. We cannot parckase salvation, It is free prace.

3+ He who standsat the deor knocking may turn away
if too loang refused.

4. Thenfinitede of God’s mercy.

3. God's decree irresistidble,




