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sky. Shadow-filled depths suggest leafy coolness,
freeli retreats among the trees ; amid the olives
and vines ri 'se the black spires ýof the cypresses.
A littie later and ail this had disappeared. The
country lies fiat-looking, shadowless, each acci-
dent or surface almost lost in the broad and uni-
forma sunshine. The distant hiils are whitish-
blue against the wbite horizon, the nearer ones
hot and misty, sbowing bare spaces of earth.
The trees look small and sbrunk on a wide ex-
panse of brown land, and the olives are little grey
Clouds, the vines narrow green Ues drawn on
the soil, the cypresses black spikes. Sunburnt
yellow, gray-green, gray-blue colouring prevails,
suggesting nothing but heat and light-a pale,
hot, mist-tinted land beneatb a pale, uniform
cloudless blue sky. In the garden below a water-
lily bias opened on the small, stone-bordered
pond, ger 'aniums and marigolds bask in the sun,
the shrîll chirp of the cicalas neyer ceases. As
the day declines and the sun sinks westward, the
Country will again gather colour and light ; and
later still, a moon will corne to bathe it in a white
and blue and green mystery inexpressible by
Words ; a plain of pale-green trees faintly
shadowed and silvered, melting into a white dis-
tance through gradations of exquisite and won-
derful softness. So tbrough the short summer
fligbt, till in the red dawn of another day, behind
the vast foreground of deep, mysterious unlighted
green, the blue bills rise against the new splen-
dour of the eastern sky, as though carved in
lapis-lazuli ; a divine, an etherealized lapis-lazuli,
Of a blue neyer yet painted, transparent and yet
Solid, glowing as with ligbt from within.

ANECDOTES 0F ABRAHAM TINCOLN.

Mrs. Alice D. Shipman's "lReminiscences of
lIllinois Pioneers," publisbed in the September
number of the Phrenological Journal, state of
Colonel W. H. Davidson that, though he sup-
Ported Douglas in the contest of 1860, nevertbe-
less "lLincoln, after bis inauguration, wrote to
'Colonel Davidson offering him. any office he migbt
think fit to name,' proposing bimself the secretary-
Ship of the treasury." The origin of Lincoln's
ifltimacy witb Joshua F. Speed is thus related :
IIMr. Speed began lis business life as a merchant
i Springfield, Illinois, wbere bie was settled whien

Mfr. Lincoln came there to open a law office. One
day as ho was sitting i bis store i an interval,
of leisure, Mr. Lincolu, wbose ingrained awkward.
nless was tben aggravated by youth, came up to
the counter, and accosted bim witb visible embar-
rassmeut. «'I want to know, Speed,' he said,
« the cost of a bedstead and bed,' adding a rough
description wbicb iudicated the cbeapest kind of
botb. 1'Wbat you want,' answered Mr. Speed,
9'Will cost you about $17.' At this Lincolns
.law dropped, aud a painful expression of saduess
and perplexity spread over bis countenance. Mr.
8peed, noticiug tbe look, and rigbtly interpreting
it to signify tbat the price exceeded Liucoil's
lXleaus, quickly added: ' Mr. Lincoln, I have a
Proposition to make yon. My partner bas just
got married, and bis bed in my room upstairs je
Vacant. If -you are willing to occupy it, and
blhare my room witb me, you are more than wel-
Corne.' Tbe painful expression iustantly vanisbed
frein Lincolu's face as, with a few simple words

OLD CUSTOMS.

Old customq3! Well, our children say
We get along without them ;

But you and I, dear, in our day
Had other thoughts about them.

The dear old habits of the past-
I cannot choose but love them,

And sigh to think the world at la8t
Has soared s0 far above them.

We had net, in the years gone by,
The grace that art disoovers ;

Our lives were calmer ; you and I
Were very simple loyers.

A.nd when, our daily duties o'er,
We strayed beside the rushes,

The only geme you ever wore
Were bright and blooming blushes.

Our rustic way was slow, but yet
Borne good there was about it,

And many 11ks we now regret
Old habits would have routed.

I know our ehildren stiil can see
The flfth commandment's beauty-

May they obey, as we once did,
From love and not from duty.

The world to-day is fear too high
In wisdom te confess them,

But well we knew, dear, you and I,
For what we have te bless them.

Though love was in the heart of each,
1 trembled te accost yeu;

Had you required a polished speech,
I think I would have lest you.

No denbt our minde are slow to gauge
The ways we are flot heeding ;

But here upon our memory's page
Io very simple reading.

It says the forme we stiil hold fast
Were wise as well as pleasant-

The good old customs of the pasi
Have leavened ail the present.

STRAW LUMBER.

The American Architect saye : It le said that
8,000 feet of lumber can be made frorn au average
acre of straw. If this le trft we shail not need to
cutmanother tree for tbe ordinary uses of builders.
The trees ou an acre ef land will net average
more than 20,000 feet of boards ; and it je easy
te, see that if seven acres of wheat wiIl produce
20,000 feet, the straw crop would vastly exceed
ail the lumber demaud. It requires a bundred
years to produce an acre of timber ; in seven years
the straw of an acre would ruake the same
ameunt of lumber. The Fargo imagination may
have outdone the exact factei the case, but if it
dees net magnify more than ten dameter-if au
acre of straw wiil produce 800 feet of lumber-
the Farge achievemeut je eue of the greatest
eveuts of the century. The Archilect says that
this new lumber can be made fer about the ceet
of the fluer kinde of pie lumber, and fer bal
that of walnut, and it lsenethusiastic ever its
qualities as a fiuishing material.

WHAT RUM WILL DO.

J. B. Gough says : A minleter ef the gospel
told me one of the most tfrrilling incidents I bave
beard in y ile. A member of bis cougregation
corneborne, for the first time i hieile, lutoxi-
cated, aud bis boy met hlm upon the doerstep,
clapping bie bauds and exclairnug, "lPapa bas
coeeobene" He seized the boy by the shoulder,
ewuug him around, staggered and feUl in the bail.
That minieter said to me, IlI spent the night in
that bouse. I weut eut, bared my brew that the
uigbt dew migbt fail upon it and cool it. I-
walked up and dewn the bul. There was bis

exclaimed, 1'Wbat is the matter ? Where is my
boy ? ' 'You cannot sea hlm.' , Stand out of
my way! I will see my boy.' To preveut con-
fusion I took him to the cbild's bed, and as I
turued down tbe sheet and showed bim the corpse
he uttered a wild sbriek, ' Ah, my child!1' That
minister said fnrther to me: "'One year after he
was brougbt from the lunatic asylum to lie side
by side' witb bis wife iu eue grave, and I attended
the funeral." The minister of the gospel who
told me that fact is to-day a drunken bostler iu a
stable in the city of Boston. Now tell me what
rum will not do. It will debase, degrade, imbrute
and damn everything that is noble, bright, glori.
ous and God-like lu a human being. There ie
nothi.ng drink will not do that le vile, daetai!dly,
cowardly and hellisb. Tien are we not to fight
till the day of our death ?

MEDIGINAL VALUE 0F VEGETABLES.

Asparagus is a strong diuretic, and forms part
of the cure for rheurnatic patients at such bealth
resorts as Aix-les-Bains. Sorrel is cooling, and
forme the staple of that soupe aux herbes whicb a
French lady will order for herself after a long
and tiriug journey. Carrots, as contaiuing a
quantity of sugar, are avoided by some people,
while othere complain of them as indigestible.
Witb regard to the latter accusation, it may be
remarked, iu passing, that it is the yellow core of
the carrot that is difficult of digestion-the enter,
or red layer, is tender euough. Iu Savoy the
peasants bave recourse to an infusion of carrots
as a specific for Jaundice.

The large, sweet onion is very rich i those al-
kaline elements which couuteract the poison of
rheumatic gout. If slowly stewed in weak broth,
and eaten with a ittle Nepaul peppar, it will be
fouud to be an admirable article of diet for pa-
tients of studious and sedentary habits. The
stalks of caulifiower have the samne sort of value,
only too ofteu the stalk of a çaulifiower le 50 il-.
boiled and unpalatable that few persons weuld
thank you for proposing te them te, make part of
their meal consist of 50 uumnviting an article.
Turnips, in the same way, are often thought to
be indigestible, and better suited for cows and
sheep tExan for delicate people; but here the fault
lies wltb the cook quite as much as with the root.
The cook boils the turuip badly, and then peurs
some butter over it, the eater of such a disb je
sure te be the worse for it. Try a better way.
What shaîl be said about our lettuces %~ The
plant bas a sligbt narcetic action, of which an old
Frenchi weman, like a French doctor, well knows
the value, and when properly cooked is really
very easy of digestion.- -Medical Record.

FLOOR COJ'ERING.

A uew precees for covering floors ie described
as follows : The floor je tborougbly cleaned.
The holes aud cracks are then filled witb paper
putty, made by soaking newspapers in a Èaste
made as follows: To ene pound of flour add
tbree quarts. of water and a tablespouful of
grouud alum, aud mix thoroughly. The floor le
coated witb this paste, and then a thickness of
maulla or hardware paper is put ou. Thie le al-
lowed te dry thorougbly. Tbe manila paper je
then covered withi paste, and a layer of wail paper
of auy style or design desired is put on. After
a.llowiug this to dry boou iit. le covered w-tU


