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as P4(r. W..llwood af Mhaincdosa, Mr. Smith of Grand
Vality, and Mr. Hodnett ai I3irtle, have ta travel over
Irais extending twenty and thirty miles, with no
bouse on the toad wherc thcy can rect or lodge.
Not lnfrequentiy man and beast arc înired and
drenched with rtin, wlth na alternative but ta basten
art as bcst îhey can, ta the endi of their journey.
Thais, It là hopcd, 'vill soon, ta àome extent, bc changed
by thc ~onipletion af thet riilway ta suth dibtant filids.

It Is excecdlngiy destrable tuai, a tunti 3hould be
raised ta aid ia the crection of -hurr.1 cdifiu.es, at
points whlch arc destineti ta bie impoitai. tentres of
grade and population. Preachlng irom house ta
bouse la a necessity at present, but suc.h a mode oi
conducting aur work cannot elTcctively advarce the
cause of Prcsbytcrianism in the North.West.

The Manitoba Prcsbytery seemn thoroughly alive ta
thc vecessities ai this great mission field, andi .4re now
endecavauring ta devciop the liberality ai the people
in the ruast systematic manner. During the present
summer, deputations 'vet appoinîtd for this prirpose
ta ail the stations, andi answers sougbt ta the following
questions:

a. How anuch %viii your station taise for the ycar
beginning April ist, i88î, ta support your minister ?

2. 11 ave yeu a Managing C-mmîrrec appointed ?
is 1: active? Is there a Treasurer ? WVbat arrears
are niow due, if any?

3. Docs the meeting plcdge itself ta taise $- for
the ycaî.?

.4. lu a collection taken L.upon the Sabbatb ?
S. Has your station sent statisLks te the Presbyrery

Clerk fast ycar?
The Portage~ la Prairie church, under the pastorale

of the Rtv. Allati Bell, is perhapuà, next ta Winnipeg,
the most prosperous in the Province, of aur new
organizations. Formerly it 'vas connectd wîîh
Burrside, now il stands alnle as a self-stistaining
congregatiotl, giving its nhînister a stipenti af $i,oao
ptr annum. The od log churcb, which cast ltn
about $300, bas jîlst been soldt thUi Canada Pacîfic
Railway for $3,oao; andi next Thursday the foundation
stone ai a finte new building, ta hoiti soa, and cast
some $8,ooo, is ta bie laid. The membership is now
seventy. and contains many of the represenattve
meatuf the town anti district. Tht Sabbath school
numbers 150 chii!dren, with an effective staff of
teachers. Tht town itseif, sin<.e the definite locatîig
af the rai1way, liaz sprung inta importance, andi
speculation in landi is aI lever heat. It is the gate-
way ta the granary of the greal N orth-West, anti must
of necessity continue ta be a thl Iving and lmisy centre,
second only ta that of Winnipeg.

The question ai dividing Knox Church, Winnipeg,
ino twa congregatians, ta which 1 referred in my
Last, is stili ttnsettleti. Différent opinions prevaîl as
ta the wisest course. A very large' number desare
ta sedi tht present chtirch anti land, for such a suma as
$Sol=o, anti divitit the arnount (less the delir on Uic
prescrit building) between thre two congregarions for
churches te be crecteti la suitable parts of the city ;
orliers dislike the idea af selling the present building,
andi wauit prefer ta bolt il, for ont ai the proposeti
congregations, and give aid tu ècS other newer con-
gregatian; while a third party arc apposeti at
#5reent te a severance, and would .al anc miistea
aniy, for 'he prescrit congregation e. Knox Church,
Ieaving ta the future Uic question of another ortaniza-
tion. To mxy owa mind it seems the wisest coursej
,if two zongregarions arc neededti r a-i twa men at
once, and flot po3tpone a divliion antil a;?r a pastor
lbas been settled. To do sa would be unfaîa ta the
tninister cale la the utan lt ongregatiori.

W. C.
Portage la Prairie, faiitaba, yul ,h,&
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Through the kindacas cf the Canvener, the "lReport
un tht Weliart aÇ tht Vouth of the Fret Cburch ai
Scotlaxad, h1as just been received. [t prescrits tiais
deparrrnair cf workc ia a liglit that challenges reflec-
lion, comparison andi 'onder. Wc have hati bints,
anti isalated facts about tbis work îhrough the press;
but Uie schcine lias nat been given te this country
in any full and cemprehensive form. We propose ta
do se in a careful summary.

It bas .hree divisions-junior, Senior andi Speciai.
Tht junior subjects oi study durirg the past yer were
"The Lite of Davidi; a sele<crion froint tht IlShorler
Catechismi'l The subjects for tht senior section

'vet IlTht Tabernacle ithe Wllderaiess in portions
cf the "Shorter and Larger Catcbism ;' "Tht
Sacramento." Tht special division embraces ane
subject ai examination, anti essays on: '"The, Prophecy
of Zechariah ; "Elîjah ;» "The Engllsh Bible ;"
"The Fareign Missions ai the Fret Church (rom
Ilicir Foundation, iB 83o "l lHugli Miller.»

The questions sot, anti the reports given In b>.
exarniners, rcquirc ta bc carefully reati ta, bi nppte-
ciatei; and the importance attachcd ta tho work as
a ivhoio is manifest froua the mea who have given
time and attention ta further its literests-Protessars
Blaikie, Salmond and Macgrcgor, Dr. Marcus Dodu,
with Messrs. Th'îînas Morrison anti Maurice Patter-
son of the Normai Colleges ci Glasgow anti
Edinbtîrgh, with Dr. WVhite ai Free St. George's as
Canvener.

The foilowing quotarion frram a letter received frein
the Secretary ai the Committee. wiil beat indicate
the exteat and inreresr ai the work :

" Wlille at theccxamninitinns nn fewer iban 1,615 conipeti
tars prcsented thernselves, andl about 200 essaya were sent
In, Yet thîs b>. ne ineans teptesents the enotmoras aniaunt
of woir< donc throughour tie Church In cannection with
ibis accine. At leasi 25,000 ta 30 non young people =i
beliuveal ta have been atudyirig the guliiects prtwribed.
The àimple biaiemnent ai ibis tact is surely enaugh ta shew
the impoitance of the acheme.'

In ail these sections ai work and examinatian, there
bas been distributetdian prires of maney about Si,Soo,
besicles many prizes la books, yca, even miedals, andi
certificates sîgned by the Moderator ai the Gentral
Assemb>. that year. The fallowing is the deiverance
of the lite Assemnbly on tht report :

"*Th>. rejoic in the continucal anul inereaslng acceplance
wiaîl which ibis schiacne la regardeal throughout the Church,
as shec,4n L>y the largel>, grueing numbher of competiiors for
lttE p ,lre appr, ve uf the scheme fui the coming year; and
authorize the Coinmittee ta appeat tu the members ai the
Ciaurcli for fundâ for the î,rircs anal expefres; wh icb aippeai
ihe)- recummcnd most sirong>. ta the lîberai support cf al
frlends oftihe yurth of the Lhuich."

This certainl>. maniests a formn ai Church lute anti
work thit may 'vithout fault be coveted ; anti the
decisaaa ai the supreme court sets forth an earnest-
ness anti wisdom that naîghr saiel> be imitatecl.
Twenty-seven Prosbyteraes, each ai which have
t'venry competitors for examination, being nine over
last yoar, wath the saine number, anti many ather
Presbytres 'vai fewer-indicate a werk for Prtsby-
terial interost anti oversighr that must tell an the
future strengtb anti efficiency of the Churcli. Tht
ceming parents, office-bearers andti nstructors of
youtb 'viii, an intelligence anti scriptural knowledge,
certainiy not be 1--hind those who bave gane btfore
them.

THIS WORK, IN A SO.NEWHAT SraIiLAR >.ORIIP
bas been presenred te aur Church at two successive
Assemblies by the report cf tht Sabbath Schaol Com-
mincet; in the first instance it wvas treateti colcil> anti
with dubiety, as impractical,cumnbreus,and invadiaus an
its proposai te recognze work anti merit in examina-
rions ; indee', in tic submitting of the scheme ar
Mentreal, i SSo, anc distingaisheti nernbcr ai that
Aatsembly mnovoti that il be helli as reati.

Leave was given ta try the schene , anti tht record
of the trial is before tht Churcli, anti 'e necti nor
repet the encouragements ta go forivard.

Blut in a ChuTrh like ours, where there are ever-
recurr-ing eradeavours tn introduce legîslatian an
dAstract issute, andi tisrurbing fear-s as te re3ults that
rire tn follnw certain menrsures, upon the grand econo-
mir maxini that "a sticli la timc sates, aine," tht
tendenry is ta proreet i ltt4 ta arrest carefully
considereti plans af work, sa that the judgments anti
ftars ina> bce relieveti by ecclesiasticai action. on
groundis ver>. much in Ibis line, aur Assembly 'vere
led te enact that the Committe tle bic antrusteti wîrb
"The Sabbath Srhool Teacher's Course ai Study -"-..

i Shahl net niale provision for giving certaficates
oi menit.

2. The>. shall not report te the Geaieral Assembiy
the names of those WhD pass the prescribeti examina-
tien, on tht prescnibed. subjects.

3. They shal nfl give prizes in moaaey or books
for attainnient in these subjects.

The contrast betwetn this leishation and tbat ai
tht Fre Churzh of Scotilanti in tht interests ai tht
yarrth, as presenteti ahave, is dlear.

WVhy shoulti our Church have corne to a conclusion
so tiircctly regativet the foregoi og ? Tht iahiowing
is the Une of pleading ;

1. Because compeitive examinations are not "an
unmixcd good."

2 Ilecause it 'vas unsr4emly that "the highest court
of the Chiirch should bc macle an Exarnining B3oard
for boys and girls."

3. ilecause Il tended te typttsede parents in thtit
desire to Instruct their chiidren, by boys and girls
under îwenty who bail passcd an examinatian- -indccd
an instance 'vas quotcd af Iitigat.on having ariscn out
af a dispute aver a prise given in anc af out Public
schools as to the fritful possibilities af cvilinar suc.h
acourse.
4. blany would be led ta study the Word of God

not froin the love of .1-but for the sake of the prize.
In ail sobriely of purpose 've bave ta put the fol-

lowing questions:
[s tiiere any unmixed good in the Church ,'or out

ai il) in her mcthods ai work?
Is there any good thing that niay nlot bc adminis-

tered ta the possibilities ai evii ?
Is anything unbccoming a IlGenerl Assembly,"

ta commit ta a committee af Its awn appointment,
that 'vill help ini the tine af the commission, "lgo tear.h
ail nations?O

Does the increànsing af the intelligence of Uic youth
ai the Church superseile parental duty? or help to
make strong and faithfüi fathers and mothers for the
generations ta come ?

If there should arise a nîal-administration af the
prizes, etc., bas the Church na power ta deai with il?

Who Is commisuioncd ta divide in Jegisiatian
between ."o light and the darkness in the world af
motives, an.; winnow them aiter that in connection
with studying the Word af Gad.

Have ve flot rnany a tboroughly carnest, faithful
and canscientious Sabbath school teacher ta wliom a
Commentary, or a Bible Dictionaay, or the "L uef of
DuiffI would bc anr Ilunmixedl" boon for the rest of bis
hie ; or awaken a sense af bunger that would lead ta
the possession ai oî.her books? Such an labject set
before hlm wotild be a sale and healthy stimulus.

It is ta be hoped that while the Sabbath School
Committee is ruled out ai this subordinate departmnent
ai "The S. S. Teacher's Course of Studyl" and stimu.
lus, that Preshyteries and sessions viii bie encouraged
ta give the malter careful consideratian, and that this
suintay af work in Sceriand 'vili at least indicate
that ecuragement in prites-in bookcs and cortiu.
cates-is flot tu ba resisted as fuill ai evil.

JOHN MCEWEN.

TUE htALL FUNVD.

Rev. 1Van. Lochead, $2 ; Wm. Grabam, $2 ; R.
P. McKay, $5 i Donald Fraser,$4 ; WValter M. Rager,
$2 ; R. C. Moffat, $2 i Trios. Rabson, $2; A Friend,
$i.So ; C. B. R., $5 ; James WValker, Sio ; James H.
Duincan, M.B., $4. R. HMiiLToN, Treasurer.

PRSBYTF.R% oi StRArFoRD).-This court met on
the znd inst. The committee appointed ta visit Elma
Centre and West Monckton reported the lulfilment af
the duty, and Elma Centre bail agreed ta give a retir-
ing allowance ta its ininister ai $100i a year for eight
years, and West Monckton 54o. Mr. Renwick's
resignation oi the tharge was acccpted, and the va-
cancy appointed ta bc declared by Mr. i-islop on tht
2nst inst. [t 'vas :-,grecd te ask permission -for Mr.
Rcnwick ta retire froua the active duues of the main-
istry, and te have his naine piaced an tht lîst of the
Fundi fur Aged and Infirmn Mint-e.rs. Mr. Bell was
appoinlcd Moderator c7Àd interim ai the session of
lma Centre and Monckton. Trie fact cf Mr. Hall's

deatb an thc z6th uit. was taken up. Iltcsbyter,- en-
gaged in prayer, airer which bis naine 'vas rernoveti
front the rail, a commitree appointed ta propose a
suitable minute, and the vacancy ordered ta be de-
clared. Steps were taken ta have bis widow's naine
put on thc Fund for Minîsters' Wadows and Orpharis.
Mr. Mc-Alpitae was appoaed Maderator ai tht ses-
Sinns cf Nissouri, North and South. The ordination
af Mr. Audrew B. Blaird was appointed an Uic 16th
inst., prior ta bis going as a missionary to the N'orth-
WVest. Mr. Man's claims against Biddulph 'vere
taken up, and a committee appointed ta inquire inta
the matter and repart It.was decided :bat no.action
could be taken ar present ict regard ta the pro-
posed union af BidduJph and Lucan. Arrangements
werc made for rnissionary meetings. Mr. Jamnes Bal-
lantyne, student, 'vas beard, delivering a discourse un
a prescribed subject, which was weli appravecd, andi
lie 'vas encauraged ta prosecute his studies.-JeH<
FoTHERINGRA74, PZre. Ckrk.
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