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SELECTIONS.

Tur Now Etsotro~Teirurapn.— At the closing soirce of the |
British and Foreign Institute, a model wasshuwn tn action of the new
electro-teleg.aph, by which @ person wnting by the pressure of ivory
keys, exactly like those of a pianoforte, ecach repieseuung a letter or a
figure, can transmit, by a single eatended wirey to any distance, 500 .
miles or 5000-—an almost insiantancous message, in woids that shall
be printed by a corresponding machine at the ther end of the Line, as
fast as the sentence is spoken or performed at this. 1t 1s intended to |
establish lines of communication from England to Ireland, across th. |
channel, by this means, and the same thing may he as eanily done from
Englnnd’ to France, from Marseilles to Malig, Aleaamisia, Suez, Bom-
bay, Bengal, and Australia, thus realizing the ucscrption of the use ot
letters articipated by Pope—

¢ 'To mpeed the .atercourse from soul to soul,
And waft a thoagh? frum Indus ta the Pole.”

Dgcuing oF BRauMAMSM.—A censideration, wlich applies with
peculiar force to Western India, is the gradual decline of the pohiucal
ascendancy of the Brahmans, and the iicvitable app ich of its total
annihilation. Our missionaries in Western Iudia deal either with the
Mahrattas, or those who were their subjects.  Now, froin the moment |
when the founder of the dynasty unfurled his orange banuer, the up- -
bolding of Brahmanical authority was one of the grand intentions of .
the Mahratta power. It made an appeal to ILindoo religicus feeling, |
and strove to arouse it against its Mussulman oppressors.  Gifts were .
showered on these ¢ gols on earth™ the Bralinans, until over the |
whole Jand there arose a proud and pampered race of priests, who svun |
lorded it over king and people as they pleased, mouopolizing most of |
the wealth and alFthe learning of the country. But for The last sia-
and-twenty years, there has been a falling off’ of this secular and
political influence, and Brahmanism is now, even i the Mahratta |
country, hecaming needy and clamorous for seliof,—an object of vily .
rather than of dread.

THE Monkey as A Riper.—A late fiiend and neighbuur of mue
in the country kept a monkey who took to riding his hogs, especially
one of them, which he commonly singled out as fittest tor his use:
and leaping upon its back, with his face towards the tail, he whipped
it immerci?ully, and drove it about, till it could sun no longes. ’Fhe |
hogs lived under such continual terrars of inind, that when the mon-
key first came abroad in the morning, they used to set up a greatcry
at the sight of him. A well-known nobleman once had a wild horse
whom nobody could ride. ¢ know not what your Lordship can do
with him,’’ said one, ¢ but to set the .oonkey upon his back.” So
they put a pad to the horse, and set the monkey upon it with » switch
in ais hand, which he used upon the horse, and set him into a fur sur
kicking and galloping ; but Pug kept his seat and exercised his
switch. The horse lay down upon the ground ; but vhen he threw
himself on one side, the monkey was up on the other; he “an into a
wood with him, to brush him off'; but if a tree or a hrush occurred on
one side, the monkey slinped to the other side ; till at last the horse
was so sickened and fatigued and broken-spirited, that he ran home
to the stable for protection. When the monkey was removed, a boy
monnted him, who managed the horse with ease, and he never gave
any trouble afterwards.—Sharp’s London Magazinc.

glx:m‘u. Darkvress.—Incredibl> as the following statement may
appear, we are nevertheless prepared, on the authority of a highly re-
spectable cotrespondent, to vourh for its correctiess. A few dayssince

e sexton of a parish church un the confines of Nottinghamshire, hoary
with age, and on a bed of death, being waited upon by a lady of the
village, with 2 view to minister to his spiritual comfort, was asked
among other questions, if he was prepared for a future state ; to which
he replied, “Yes, I am; Mr. W 5 has promised me a coffin ; the
clergyman says, he’ll bury me for nothing, and you ma’am, said

ow’d give me the buns; and [ think that’s being well prepared.”

e lady’s surprise may be belter conceived than exoressed.—Not-
tingham Mercury.

axg Ente.—The height of Lake Eric above the Atlantic Ocean
has been ascertained to be 565 feet. The barrier which contains it is
so low, that. were it only to vise six feet, it would inundate, on its
northern aud western borders, seven millions of acres, now partly oc-
cupied by towns, villages, and farms ;5 and it is estimated thata further
rise of six or eight feet would precipitate a vast flood of waters sver
the state of [llinois, from the south end of Michigan ; the great Cima-~
dian Lakes then discharging also into the Mexican Gulf.—Brande’s
Journal. -

Parroroorcat Curtositv.—In the Hebrew tongue all proper names
are significant, each individual having reccived his name from some
circumstance connected either with his birth or with his life and
characfer; thus Abraham significs ¢ the father of a great mullitude,”
Jacob < the supplanter,” David < the beloved,” &c. " This often gives
a force to particular passages in the original scriptures that is quite lost
in the translation. We shall give a single instance :—When Abigail
meets David coming to avenge himself on her husband, she says, < Let
not my lord, X pray thee, reiard thi. man of Belial, even Nabal; for
as his name is, so is he : Nabal is his name, and folly is with him.”
‘This has no point at allin Eaglish ; it is impossible for the mere English
scholar to perceive its meaning ; but to the Hebrew scholar who under-
stands that & nabal” signifies ¢ foolish, stupid, wicked, abandoned, im-~
pious,’ and that the word translated ¢ folly™ is siwply the nour. sub~
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stantive formed from the same root, the sentence has a pungency and

a zest that can at onee be appreciated. A very wondertul example of

semething of the same kind is the following, which indeed appears to

suggest matter for serious reflection. The names cf the antidiluviana
patriarchs, from Adam to Noah inclusive, run thus in the Hebrew :—

Adam, Seth, Enos, Cainan, Malisleel, Jared, Enoch, Methusalah,

Lamech, Noah; which naties, iead in their otler, and literally trans-

lated, give the follawins Euglish scatence : —Man appointed wretched

miscrable, the blessed God shall descend teaching, his death sends to

the afllicted yest.

Tur Upas Trer.- The fo'iwing is a piohable cxplanation of the
origin of the U'pas-t'cc story, given by Dr. *Thomson, il his notes to
Salverte®s « Phidusophy of Magic "' - A real valley of death exists in
Java: it is termed l‘xc Valley of Poison, and is filled tu a considerable
height with carbonic acia gas, which is exhaled from crevices in the
ground. If a man or acy anima! enter it, he cannot return; and he is
not sensible of his danger until he feels himsclf sinking undet the
poisancus influence of the atmospliere which satrounds him ; the cas-

onic aeid of which it chiefly consists rising to the height of eighteen
feet from the bottom of the valley. Birds wlich fly into this atmos-
rhere drolp dawn dead ; and a living fowl thrown into it dies before it
reaches the hottom, which is strewed with the carcases of various
animals that have perished in the deleterious gas.

Requisites To Exjovsent. —There are three ,equisites to our pro-
pet enjoymient of eve,, caithly blessing which God bestows upon us;
namely, a thankful reflcction on the gooduess of the Giver—a deep
sense of the unworthiuess of the receiver—and a sober ecollection of
the precarious ‘cuure by which w. hold w. The first will make us
grateful—the second humble—and the last moderate.

A Goup Reery.—A Sabhath school 1cacher, instructing his class
on that portwn ot the Loid’s piaver, ¢ Thy will be done on earth as
it 18 i heaven, said to them : ¢ Yeuhave told me, my dear children,
what is 10 be done—the will of God; and where it is to be done—on
sarth ; and how it is tv be Jone—as it 15 dore in heaven. How do you
think the angels and happy spirits do the will of God in heaven, as
they are to be our pattein ” Tue fust child replied, ¢They do it
immediately,” the second, ¢ They do it diligently ;° the thitd, ¢ They
da it always ;> the fomith, ¢ They do it with all treir hearts ;? the fifth,
¢ They do it altogether.’  ete a pawde ensued, and no chitt appeared
tc have an answer; but, after some time, a little girl ziase and said,
¢ Why, sir, they do it withoul ashing any questions.’

Free ‘hinking does not always mean thinking freely ; it is move
commonly being free from thinking. .

Adversity does not take away from us our true friends ; it only dis-
perses those who pretend to be such. .

He is a wise wa» who learns from every one ; he is powerful who
governs hi+ passions; and he is rich who is content. .

The conscience is the most elastic material in the world. To-day
you cannot stretch it over a mole-hill, to-morrow it hides a mountain.

Procrastination has been called a thief—the thiet of time. I wish it
were no worse than a thief. 1t is a murderer ; and that which it kills
is not time merely, but the immortal sounl.

A transatlantic philosopher gives good advice in the following quaint
style :—« Ye who are eating the apple dumpling and molasses of
wealth_should not forget those who are sucking the herring bone ot
poverly. ’

Sorr)cgws are like tempest-clouds ; in the distance they look black,
but, when above us, scarcel¥y grey, as sad dreams indicate coming joy,
50 wi:)l it be with the so often torturing dream of life when it bath
passed.

A Lir—<¢ A great lie,” says the poet Crabbe, ¢ is like a great fish
on dry land, it may fret and fling, and make a frightful bother, but it
calr}not hurt you. “You have only to keep still, and it will die of it-
self.”

PRODUCE PRICES CURRENT—Mostaear, Oct. 26, 1846,

. s, d. & d. 2. d s d.
Asues, Pots,percwt23 9 224 0 | Peasry..ccovceeeeeee.. 8 06 0 O
Pearls, ...... 23 9 a4 0 | Beer, Prime Mery,
Frour, Canada Su. perbrl. 2001bs.47 6 a 0 ©
perfine, per brl. Pame, eovene vuees 42 6 a0 O
196 1bs. ceeeeesd35 0200 O Primo Mess, per
De. Fine,.........33 0a33 6 ticreo, 304be..00 Q@ a 00 @
Do. Sour,......... 00 0a0 0 Porx, Mess,per brl
Do. Middlings, . nonc 200Mb% .........7T2 6 a75 0
Indian Mcal.lﬁSlb, 15 0 0D O Princ Mess..,...55 0 a60 0
Qatmeal, brl. 224b.29 0 a 00 0 Prime, ... ..50 0 a52 6
Grax, Wheat U.C. Cargo, ... .40 0 200 @
Best, 60lbs. ... 6 0 6 6 | Burrer,perdb. ... 0 7 a 0 8%
Do. L.C.permin. 0 U Crrese,Am. 100ib30 0 a40 0
Banvey, Minot,... 3 0643 3 ! Lanro, pert..,... 0 5 a2 0 &
Oats, oo, do. ‘Parrow, perlb.... 0 5ta .0..53

THE MOSTREAL WITNESS,
Weekly Review and Family Newspaper,

IS Publislied, for the Proprietor, John Dougall, cvery Monday Everung, Torms :
158, per annum, ¢ paid in advance—Credit price 17s, 6d. per annum ; shorter
periodsin proportion, Orders to Le addressed to R, D, Wadswarth, Pablieter,

.

J+ C. BECKEY, PRINTRR, 2114 5T PAUL ovREET



