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From the moment the intellect of the
French Canadian was stimulated by a
patriotic love for the past history and
traditions of his country, volumes of
prose and poetry of more or less merit
commenced to flow regularly from the
press. Two histories of undoubted
value have been written by French
Canadians, and these are the works of
Garneau and Ferland. The former is
the history of the French Canadian
vace, from its earliest days to the
Union of 1840. It is written with
much fervour, from the point of view
of a French Canadian, imbued with a
strong sense of patriotism, and is the
bast monument ever raised to Papin-
eau ; for that brilliant man is M. Gar-
neau’s hero, to whose political virtues
he is always kind, and to whose poli-
tical follies he is too often insensible.
Old France, too, is to him something
more than a memory; he would fix
her history and traditions deep in the
hearts of his countrymen ; but great
a8 is his love for her, he does not fail
to show, even while pointing out the
the blunders of British Ministries,
that Canada, after all, must be hap-
pier under the new, than under the
old, régime. The ‘ Cours d’ Histoire
du Canada’ was unfortunately never

completed by the Abbé Ferland, (who'

was Professor of the Faculty of Arts
in the Laval University.) Yet the
portion that he was able to finish be-
fore his death displays much patient
research and narrative skill,and justly
entitles him to a first place among
French Canadian historians,

In romance, several attempts have

*en made by French Canadians, but
Without any marked success, except in
two instances. M. de Gaspé, when in
his geventieth year, described in sim-
ple, natural language, in * Les Anciens
Canadiens, the old life of his compa-
triots. M. Gérin Lajoie attempted, in
‘Jean Rivard,’ to portray the trials
and difficulties of the Canadian pio-
Deer in the backwoods. M. Lajoie is
3 pleasing writer, and discharged his
task with much fidelity to nature. It
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is somewhat noteworthy that the au-
thor, for many years assistant libra-
rian of the library of Parliament,
should have selected for his theme the
struggles of a man of action.in a new
country ; for no subject could appa-
rently be more foreign to the tastes of
the genial, scholarly man of letters,
who, seemingly overcome by the tor-
por of official life in a small city, or
the slight encouragement given to
Canadian books, never brought to full
fruition the intellectual powers which
hig early efforts so clearly showed him
to possess.

In poetry, the French Canadian has
won a more brilliant success than in
the sister art of romance. Four names
are best known in Quebec for the
smoothness of the versification, the
purity of style, and the poetic genius
which some of their works illustrate.
These are, MM. Le May, Crémazie,
Sulte, and Fréchette, M. Crémazie's
elegy on ‘Les Morts’ is worthy of
even Victor Hugo. M. Fréchette was
recognised long ago in Paris as a
young man of undoubted promise ¢ on
account of the genius which reflects on
his fatherland a gleam of his own
fame.” Since M. Fréchette has been
removed from the excitement of poli-
tics, he has gone back to his first mis-
tress, and has won for himself and
native province the high distinction of
being crowned the poet of the year by
the French Academy. M. Fréchette
has been fortunate in more than one
respect,—in having an Academy to re-
cognise his poetic talent, and again, in
being a citizen of a nationality more
ready than the English section of our
population toacknowledge that literary
success is a matter of national pride.

The French Canadians have devoted
much time and attention to that fruit-
ful field of research which the study of
the customs and antiquities of their
ancestors opens to up them. The
names of Jacques Viger and Faribalt,
Sir Louis Lafontaine, the Abbés Laver-
di¢re, and Verral are well known as
those of men who devoted themselves



