
34G THE SOURCE OF MORAL LIFE.

]y seen, and ignorantly worshipped,
Christianity declares unto us, for
Chiristianity is the revelation of God
in Christ. It opens to us the very
mimd and heart of (God. It unites in
one emotion the craving for the
Divine and the tender love of the bu-
man, and establishes, through the
Divine Spirit, the direct iink of spirit-
ual communication between us and
time eternai source of our highest life.

O0 love! 0 life! Our' failli and sighit
T'hy presence n.aketh one,-

As throuigh traîistigured clonds of w hite
\Ve tiace thse il' ondaY S1111,

So tu our murtal eyes subduedl,
Flesls-vt>iledl, lut n ot c >ucealetl,

WVe knowv ini thee tise fatheî'liood,
And hieart of God revealed.'

But Cbiistianity does more still
than bring the children to know and
love their Fatlher. There is another
great need of humanity which al
merely secular systems of ethics ig-
nore. An able critic of the ' Data
of Ethics,' reiinarks, that Mr. Spencer
tloes not discuss the question liow it
cornes to pass that ' actions most coin-
monl1 aid rnost emplèi c ea l coini menti-
e], are atctions W/tic/ iiiost necdl to lie
en/brcedl 1' Ihat us to say, he ignores

the great disturbing foi-ce which, cal
it hy what naine w-e wi]I, draws mnu
with a terrible attraction, froin what
wvould. seeru to be the natural course
of followingy that which. he confesses
to be good, and impels him to that
whichi he adinits to be evi,-a force
just as strong in the hurnan heart to-
day as it was tlsree thousand years
ago, and just as urgenly nceding to
he guarded by enactnients and p)enal-
ties. This great distur-bing force, the
deepest consciousness cf humanity bias
ever acknowledged as sin ; and ahl the
sacriticial sitars of all thme ages bear
witness to the accompanying convic-
tion of guilt. This sense of guilt and
consequent misery and separation front
God, Christianitv, with its 'doctrine
of the Cross,' meets as nothing else
can do. In the paper entitied, ' The
Future of Morality,' we have a curi-

ously crude and incorrect statenient of
whist Christians understand by this
great central belief. Can the writer
readly believe that the doctrine, as he
states it, is that which drew foi th the~
11doring love of such intellects and
hearts as tbose of Paul and Augustine,
and Luther and Chalmers î Could it
be suchi a faitlh which called forth froni
the great mnaster who knew ail the
stops of the hurnan heart, the imer-
tai lines-

'Whv, ail the souls that were, w-ere for feit
once:

And He that iniglît the v'axtage best ia' e
took,

Fei'oud ont thie reniedy.'

Christians are asked to believe-not
that they are held guiltless becanse 'an
innocent person' has died for their of-
fences,-btlt thiat ' God wasin Christ re-
conciliuig the world to Hiintself'-~tlat
tDivine Love itself descended into the
conditions of sinful bumanity, and siub-
mitted itself to the penalty of sin, that
it might raise humiianity, tbrougrh the
love and trust which, we cail Faith, to
receive forgiveness and help, and the
renewed communion wvith God, which
must be the true source of moral life-
This is whist an intelligent Clîristianity'
means i)y ' Justification by Faith,' aud
the very etynîology and ancient use o
the word ' (it oie-ineît,' shows that it
was 50 understood by the transistors of
our English Bible. That Auutil
and Luther are sound authorities as t
Christian belief, few wiii deny. Ilere,
then, is what Luther himself says as te
Che words-' The just shall live bY
faith.' 'I1 raui through the Scriptureq,
as my memory wouid serve me,
observed the saine analogy in 0 ther'
words-as the work of God, that log
the work which God works in~ us; the
strength of God, with which Hie m-ake8l
us strong ; the wisdom of God, eith
which Hie makes us wise;- the p0we'
of God, the salvation of God, the ,iC
of Grod. Afterwards 1 read. Augustine~
"lOn the Spirit and the Letter," where,
beyond my hepe, 1 found that he, t0o,
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