
'l'ie Stucly of Religions -, -,'

it lias griveli ia gret~ stimulus to the study of' religions, ha.,
popuilarized it, lias macle Mie fîtiths of the g(reat ethnie religions
vivid to us. In the comrpnrison Christiauiity caninot he
iii ured. The pure grohi %vill stand thie test -w-len placed side
by sioe w'ith the alloy. As Dr. Jas. Legge observes: l'ihe
more a nian possesses of the Christian spirit anid is governed
býy the Christian principle, the more anxious Nvill lie bc to do
*Justice to every, otimer systeni of religion and to liold his ownl
view withiouttaintof fette-r or bigotr-y." We need not tremble
for the ark of God. We shiouhld cli erish such 'ibsoliite, con -
fidence in the divine origyin and truth of the Christian religrion,
that we ean study -%vith £earless freedom and candour, ail
other religions. Our thoughits towards ail other religions
should bc large enoughi and loving euougrh not to suspect that
thc virtues and verities w'e miny discover in other religions w'ill
in any aydisparagre the supremne merit of the religion of
.fesus Christ. The, sun shines in the sky in miiddlay spien-
<jour, and his glory is miot detraeted froni if we, rejoice in the
mnilder Iiglit of the mioon, or p.-aise the beauty of the twinkling
stars.

H1avingr smiid so înuch iii favour of the study of comparative
religrion, 1 feel like enteringc a word of caution against a false
liberalismi that would surrender or compromise the truthi
commnitted to our trust, and the Saviour wvhorn we hold to be
thie only, Saviour- of the wolteliberalisin thiat wvould set
*aside or modifv fiindîlrtnenital truths in or(ler-to fraternise on
equal termns wvith l3uddhist, Shintoist, Parsee or M1-olamninedan.
We cannot, ont of courtesy, think or speak in veiled ter ms; of
the truth entrusted to us or of the Saviour in whom is our
hope. We mnust hold these as supremne and press themn as
essential upon the acceptance. of ail] men and ail nations until
the kingdoins of this wvorld becoine our Lord's and Chirist's.
There are not % few in oui- Christian lands -%vho are seem-
ingly prepared to adopt the spurious tolerance of Frederie the
Gireat, of eUrussia: "In îy' country every one eau go to
heaven aftc.r lus own fashiion." As a political maxim
announcilg, religrions freedoni we have no quarrel Nvith it.;
but as a confession of indiflèi'ence in regYard to religion the


