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TALKS ABOUT BOOKS.

Behiold the JOURNý\AL'bS "IAncient Mariner," %vitli aflehor Up,
drifting vacation-wards on a sea of liteirary swall talk! WelI,
hlias0- had hiis day, or biis five xnonthis, bobbingr about and
ridingy over large r waves of thioucrht, so thiat hie cafnot coin-
plain if booksellers at last deluge Ihuxu cttrn scriptuiris gcnhiiin
n,inorurni. Yet it's hiardly fair to set a whialer fishinr for

sprats, even nearlholiday timne. Mr. Chapmran sends avolumlette,
the author of whiehi says, " the book e-au be readily carried ini
the vest pocket." As it is about six inchles long by a littie over
two broad, it could only find its place iu a waistcoat pocket
perpendicul.arly, and would thus be in dangrer of fallincg out.
0f course one could g-et a pocket made to order to fit it hior-
zontally, at the nisk of spoiling the syrnîetry of one's clothes
The thingr is not paged, so thiat the Taiker bas been coinpzlled
to count its 158 closely printed pages, which are bouind in
flexible red roan. It is called " The Gist of t.he Lessons " (In-
ter:national Sunday Sehiool,.l 900); is -%'ritten by R. A. Torrey,
Superintendent of the Moody Bible Inistitute, Chicago; z id is
published by the Fleming I. Rev'ell Company for twenty-tive
ents. There are, clou btless, people in the -world who have tixne
and hecaveuly patience enotighi to read sucli a lazy teaclier's
lesson hielp throngh, but tbiey are not ini evidence hiere. Mn-I.
Torrey's notes are evangrelical and practical, and hie kznows
soînething of Strauss, Renan, Dr. Nevius, and other wniters
on scriptural theines, adverse or favorable. Hec does not meani
to bc flippant, but only Moody-esque, wvhen hoe reinarks,-
<Philip at once hIits itcp Nathanaci -z" and " Nathianaei wvas
ccidedly sceptical about Jcsus bcingr the Christ. Indccd*hie
did not believe Ho could bc a'ai-V gooci, comingr froin Naza-rcthi."
Hec also anuotates Titus ii, 4: 'ro, love their huisbaiids," or
literaf,-tly ««to be hiusband loyer-s.> Ponder that plhrase. (2) " To
bc children lovons.,." rfhat is not characteristic of the typical
iieteenth century younr w'ouiau iii Anirica. The Gist of the

Lessous is not duhl.
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