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Excuses for Drinkiag.

Some drlnk to make them wide awake,
And gomo to make them sleep;

Some drink because they merry are,
Auvd gome becauge thoy weop.

Some drink because they’re very hot,
And gomo because they're cold;
Somne drink to cheer them when they’re
young,
And goma becauge thoy're old.

Somse drink to glve them appetite,
And gome to ald digestion;

Some, tor the doctor says §t's right,
And gome without a question.

Some drink when they a bargain make,
1 some becauce of loss;
Some drink when thoy their pleasure
t&ker
And gome when they are cross.

Som9 drink for sake of company,
‘While some drink on the sly;
And many drink, but never think,
About the reason why.
—Alliance News.

- WINTER SPORTS IN CANADA.

The Montreal Ice Palace was the first
ever trijed {n the New World. The
bulldlng was made of blocks of ice,
forty-two by .twenty-four inches, each
block weighing five hundred pounds, and
the Wwkole structure containing forty
thousand cublc foot of ice. Its dimen-
sions were about ninety by ninety feet,
with rectangular towers at each corner,
and a central square tower one hundred
feet high. The blocks were “ cemented”
together by snow for mortar, and then
water was pumped ob from a hose, and
the whole palace made into one solid
plece, so that you couldn’'t separate one
block trom another without sawing them
apart. The Ice Palace was the most
beautitul sight I ever saw fn sun-light or
mood-light. By the electric light it re-
minded one of what Charles the Fifth
sald ot Antwerp Cathedral, that it was
worthy of being placed under a glass
shade. I went on top of the mountain
and looked down at the thousands of
lights throughout the city, and at this
glowing structure in the middle. It was
like fairy-land.

Tobogganing is the nearest thing to
fiying one can find. One couldn't live
long it he kept going at such a speed.
The toboggan IS made of two pleces of
thin bass wood, about six feet long and
two feat wlde, bent up In front ilke the
dashboard of & sleigh. It has cross
pleces of wood for strength, and long,
round sticks at each side, and s all
clasped together by cat-gut. The In-
dians make thom, and use them to.carry
the game they shoo! over the snow
through the woods, and the Canadians
tarn them into use for pastime in sliding
down hills. The toboggan is so light

that it doesn’t Sink in soft snow like a.

cutter, and is 50 smooth on the bottom
that it goes down hill like a shot, es-
pecially when the hill i3 glippery.

M7 first experlence of tobogganing was
ou the pack part of 3fount Royal The
moudtain was thus named by the dis-
coverer of Canada, when he first saw. the
St. Lawrence river and the landscape
from its summit. The tobogganing
slide here Is purely an artificlal ona, It
1s & bjg structurec of logs and planks
mede in an inclined plane, up one -side
of which there are steps, and down the
slde beside it a smooth, fce-covered
siide. There is room on top like a little
plavform upon Which you settle yourself
on Your toboggan. To tell tho truth,
there’s po danger on proper hiile. A
man sits Dehlnd and steers with his foot.

The gensation 1z exciting. You lose
your hreath ag the snow dashes up inte

your face, and You have all the feeling-

of .golng on the road to & regular smash-
up, but Ddefore the smash comes, your
uleigh eases off ag gently as it started,
and Fou et up and waat to do it agaln
It you stand ‘0 one side of tho slide, and
e 8 toboRgxn Whix past you like a shot,
and Gse the frightenéd faces of the
sirangers who ars having thelr first try,

INSIDR THE ICE PALACBE,

you feel as if you were looking at a
group who were golng to destruction;
but by-and-bye you see them coming up
hill again laughing at their fears.®

The Montreal Tobogganing Clubhasa
sp'endid serles of slides a short rido from
the Windsor. The inauguration night

* The Chinese description of a toboggan
ride is very graphic—* Swish-h-h }—
walkee back half a mile-a.”

THE ICR rALLOYE,

was magnificent. The hills were lit up
all along the route with torches stuck in
the snow banks at cach side; and a great
lot of lanterns atd locomotive head-
1ights flluminated the ground, wnile at
the foot a huge bonfire was kept burning,
into which they threw coloured powder.

What a city Montreal {s for sleighing !
No sloppy roads one day and hard ones
the next. No wheels to-day and runners
to-morrow. A constant jingle of balls

MONTXBAL, INAUGURATION NIGHT.

and qulck trot of horses, and all kinds
of sleighs, vough and handsome, littla
and big. On tho civie half-holiday, there
were over two thousand sleighs In the
procession {n which the hackmen joloed.
After the drive, we stopped at McGlil
Collego gate and saw the snowshoers
start to run to the top of the mountain
and back, a distance of about three
miles cross conntry. They think noth-
{ng of running to tho Back River, cight
miles; and thoy go to Lachino and back,
or some other place, every Saturday,
about twenty miles, just for the sport of
the thing. It was great fun to see some
of the most cager follows going hoadlong
into the deep snow when they tried to
pass thoso ahead.

Snowshocs are of Indlan origin, made
of light ash, bent to an oval, and the
ends fastoned together Ly cat-gut. Th?
interfor Is then crossed with two pleces
of fiat wood to strengthen the frame, and
the whole 13 woven with cat-gut, like a
lawn tennig bat. An opening is left
for the motion of the toos in raising the
heel in stepplog out  The netiing sus-
tains the weight ot thoe body, and the
shoe sinks only an inch or two, and when
one foot 18 bearfng the weight the other
is 1ifted up, and over and onwards. The
shoes are fastened to the moccasined feet
by thongs of deer-skin In tho evening
of the inauguration of the Ico Palace.
everybady came to Dominlon Square
where there was overy sort of light but
sunlight The Ice Paluico looked like
glass: and | nev7ar saw anything so beau
tiful as when they burned blue, greon.
crimson and purple fires iaside. By
and-bye the procession of Gfteen hup-
dred mep appeared in clud upiforms.
each carryir~ a lighted i6rch In one
hand, and discharging Roman candles
from the other. After golng around the
Palace, the procession headed for the
mountain, went up tho old snowshoe
track, and returned down the zigzag
road, singing as they swung along,

“ Trawp! tramp! on snowshoes tramping,
All tho day wo marching go,
T at night by fires encamping,
We find couches ‘'mid the snow ¥’

From the city Lelow the sight was
picturesque. Tho long, serpentine trail
was seen moving in and out, and twist-
ing Jike a huge firesnake, while the
Roman candles shot thcir balls of fire
into the air. It was a grand and wilid
sight to sce them coming back. A
gnowstorm had sei In, and the Qickerlng
iights, the costumes, the sturdy, stoady
tramp of the fellows made one thisk of
8 midnight jasvasion by an army.

“BIBLE PIRST, FAPA"

* About forty years ago, a Christian
man sat at his fireside o Philadelphla
Near by him, playing on the floor, was
his only child, A beautiful little boy. It
was czrly in the mornlng. The day’s
work bad not jet begun, and waiting
for his breakfast, jt may be, the father
took up the daily paper to read. Tbe
boy at once climbed {nto his lap, snalch:
ing away the paper, exclaiming. °No,
no, papa! DBible first—Blbloc frst,
papa ! That lcason, taught by a llttle
child, was probably a turniag point in
the life of that man. Death soon came
and tore away the sweet littlo preacher,
but his morning sermon was pever for
gotten. Tho busincsi man, in his lone
tiness and sorrow, went forth to do his
work for Christ. ° Bible firet, papa,’ was
sever ringing in his ears. It became the
motto of his llife. Ho was exceedingly
prosparous {n  business. Wealth ac-
cumulated, busineas increased, friends
muitiplicd. But appermost in that mea’s
heart was the precious word of God He
read and stodied it.  As teacher and
supcrintendent In the Sabatth-school, he
taught it He did more than this he
practiced its precepts.”

The gentleman refecred o was the
well-knuwa locomot.ve engice Laolider,
Matthias W. Baldw.a. of Pl.iadelphia
Wouid pot the childs «ry. Blble rxt!”
bs an excellent moito for every Sunday-

school teacker in the land ?—8. 8, Timee



