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PLEABANT HOURS.

The Littic Prayer.

A L1ITTLY thavlen knelb ono night —

A little mardon allin white--

She kneit aned sac 1 her shple prayer,
Anlonge the Jear Lord s tenlet care,
That wh b et dyew were scaled 1n sleep
Heo woulid her saut and body keep

A atranger rat withio the home,

A man whoae wout it wuxs to roan,

Wha had no God, no charch, no heaven,
Tu lus hard « recd, no sing forgiven ;

No faith na hepe, no bed-tune pruyer,
No truatan tiol s protecting care.

He watched at tirst half mockingly

The clisfd besule her mothet's kuee,

With ryves down-drooped and folded hands,
Whle o cr het shoulders golden stiands

Of hatr fell down, and snow-wiite feeb
Pecped from Ler gown all fuir and nat

o Aud now 1 lay me down to sleep,

1 pras thee. Lord, my 2onl to keep ;

1£ ] stioald die befare I wake,

1 pray thee, Laord, wy soul to take.”

So prazed the cluld whose faith aud love
Waltad her simple wotds above,

The proyd maa listeucd, and the years,
Ko full of sin, asubt zricfs, and feats,
Secmnd blntted cut and he, on ¢ nors
A child, wus Lueching on the tlour
Besido tua mather, winle he prayed
The sumo prayer as this httlo mand.

Dearchildhood’s pryer, 8o swect, sostrong!
With power to hold the heast so long,
Aud et the frost of years uway,
Unt! theacvruer lonud to pray ;
And hiumbdy, cte he went (o sleep,
Besoughit the Lord lus soul heep.
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A TALK WITH THE BOYS AND
GIRLS.

Dear voung friends: 1 will talk with

ou a little on intempemuce. But do 1
imr the girls say **you do not neod to talk
with girly about that, for girls and women
never drink.”  You are mstaken, girls.
There are sany womnen who drink, and
who go just as low down in tho ditch as
any drunkand you cver xaw ; and many of
these are mwothers with hittlo cluldren who
need their love and care. Strong drink
turns a once kind parent into a xolfixh,
brutal one; and very often lhttle chil-
dren are miade o siffer {roin bhlows,
hunger. cold and neglect by the onos who
ghould provide and tenderly care for them.
The cl-i‘dwn of suech parents often leamn to
drink by accing futher and wmother do =o.
They send their children to the axloon to
get their beer, and the children begin so
taste of 14 as they carry it howe. Thoy seen

loarn to drin’. ., ud it first taste 1 the
bc;ﬁnum;; ot s dranken hiv, A gentloman
in Now York saw two little girls, six and
vight years of nge, whe had Lecnacnt to o
galoon for a pant of boer,  They searcely
had got vatads of the door befue they
cach took u taste of the beor. The mun
watched wnel before they ot oub of sight
thay each took another sip.  Tho ba-
tender who suld thein the beer sad that a
rrent many boys and girls wero sent there
y ther parents for beer, nnd move than
half of them had learnod to denk.  Nqw,
boys and givls, 1 think you begin to fool as
1 do that tlus is a very nnportant subject.
But you say ** What can we do about it?

Woare sorry these things are s0.”  We
have seen some of the mety which

drunkennew caunes, but we aro but boys
apd girly and can do nathing.  Oh?! yes
you can do something.  In the finst place
you <an aign the teinperznee pledge and
farthfully keep st “Fhis s n long stop to-
wurdy dumtg comething, for if you keep
your pledze sou will never make a drunk-
atd. Get s many othors to sign the pledgo
as yout eat, and watcls for an opportunity
to dv somelling else. If you arevery much
in eantiest your will tind sotething to do.
1 read of thiee brothers and their cousins
who had formed themselves mto a tewper-
ance samety amd were very anxtous for
sl to do, when a man called
thea to help bt for a man, who, winle
drunk, had wandered into the woels.  He
was apt to hae fits and s frzends had
becomo very anaious abeut hun. The boys
were delighted to think they now had a
chance to do soicthing for & drunkard.
They 1an mto the wonds and hunted until
they wore very tired, aund it scensed as
though they had been everywhere, At
last they found him stretched out on the
gronnd, looking as though dead ; but he
was not-dead, and men came and carried
him home to his poor old mother, who
tenderly cared for hitn and nursed him
hack to health.  1le signed the pledge and
by the grace of God he was enabled to
control that terrible appetite which hefore
had control of him. \k’lmt shawme and suf-
fering would have been avoided if ho had
signed the }\lcdgc when a boy.  There was
a zlory in Lleasant H. :rs a short time ago
of some little girls who on their way home
from school saw an intoxicated man and
inunediately wanted to do something for
him. By singing tomperance songs to
hito aud earnestly pleadsuge they, at last,
succeeded in getting him to sign the pledge.
You sce children can do very much when
they really try. It is with this as it i3 in
doing anything else, you must not only be-
gin with a groat deal o#interest and cour-
aye, but you must be persevering if you
would succeed. Do not be discoumged if
you fail once, but try, try again.
Euua.

‘WHAT DO YOU READ?

THERE are few things which T am more
anxious about than to have my boys and
girls form a taste for good reading and read
good books. 1 do not mesn stupid “‘goody-
goody " books, but these which are really
good, bright, interesting—full of fun some
of them—and all such as will help you to
g:y into good, genuine men and women,

ides giving you a good timo while you
are gmwing. You will be pretty apt to
grow like the characters you read about
and admire. Think of this when you are
asked toread **blood and thundor™ stories,
ot lives of bad men and women ; or silly,
wishy-washy stuff often found in story-
Jupers, about such people as never lived—
an. never ought to. You certainly <o not
wish to be like them, but you arc in danger
of beovming so if you read such books.

Onev a boy went to my schiool who would
read sich stuff, i spito of all his mother
and I mid to him about it  When he was
fourtecn yoars old he thought ho was in
love with one of the school-girls, and that
she liked another boy better than she did
him, aud that he wns joalous of his *‘rival,”
{us: as folks arc in tho books he read.  So

i dotermined tn acro hor into loving him
better. He ssked the two to take a walk
with hin: and when outside of the town
be xuddenly steppod in front of the other
two, and 1n a very theatrical way said to
her: *“Decide at once which one of us you
love best, for whe sther mwst dis.” He

lovked and acted so ridiculous that she
Inughed, never huagining ho way in aarnest,
A’ this ho oxclabmed: A, 15 thiy the
way you rcorit mo 1" nnd drew a pisto) from
his pocket and shot himsolf.  Afturward
they found in that same pocket o novel
witl cxactly such a scone deseribed. In
that, the *‘hory” was not fatally woundwd,
his lady-love relentud, ho got well, and they
were married.  But poor Eddie wis not so
fortunate.  Thix shot proved fatal, and ho
dicd, beggmyg all around to save him. 1
elways felt he was Killed by tiushy story-
reading. °
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EYES THAT SEBE.

Wirtiam Houraxo wasa boy who noticed
things.  When lie diovo alung the country
romls, or touk a tanble i the telis or
womls, he saw every tlower, mseet, and
bird within the range of lis viston.  Every
tie he returned from a drve or trnup he
had seores of wondorful things to tell his
parentsor brothers and sisters. I necd not
say that he gamned a kirge amount of usctul
knowiedge.

My boy,” hts father smd one day, ** |
am glad you like these things. You can
tell gomething about alinost every butterfiy
and bird in this naghbourhoeod. 1 you
want any Looks to help you in your studies,
I shiall be glad to get them for you,”

“Oh, will you, pupa?® thoe boy exclaimed
in delight. ¢ Well, T should liko to have
two books—one on hutterflics and one on
binds.”

‘Do you know where I can get themn1”
askod Afr. Holland.

‘“No, I don't now, but I think we can
find out.”

And so William and his father looked
through the-catalogues of a number of pub-
lishers and then wrote to a certain natural-
ist of whoin they had heard, and found
that French's **Butterflies of Eastern
United Statos,” and Wheaton's ** Birds of
Ohio " (for the Hollauds are residents of
that State), were the books they needed.
It was not long before William might have
been scen walking out to lis favourite
haunts with hie book-bag, containing the
two volumes mnamed, flung over Lis
shoulder.

“1 am pleased with tho 1ad's love of

-nature,” remarked Willian's mother to his

father, as &he watched her son’s figure re.
treating across tho clover-field. **It keeps
him out of mischicf and bad company.*

** Yos, that is true,” replicd Mr. Hol-
land. *Ife rcally doosn't care to run ¢n
tho streets or mingle with rough boyw, he is
&0 busy with his studios. I think that for
his own good as well as for his own happi-
ncss wemust humour this scientific hobby of
his. It may mako him a useful man too.”

Not long afier this conversation William
began to take notes of the interosting obser-
vations lic made, and wrote several essays
from them on birdsand insects that pleascd
hLis teackers and achoolinates very mnuch.
Instead of writing on the old threadbare
subjects that other boys cliose, he had
found a now field of thought, and put his
own ideas and researches on paper, and
that is what made his essays so intercsting.

**V¥hy, I never saw such things as you
have,” naid Phil Morgan to William, “‘and
I've been out in the woods many a time.”

*“ Well, that's bocause you haven't-used
your cyes,” responded William.

“1'd like to learn to use thom, then.
Will you let e g with you to-morrow if
you take a walk 1”

‘¢ Certainly.”

“And T want to go, t0o0,”" said Henry
Towne.

“And I, t00,” chorused scveral vthers.

And thus it happened that because one
boy had -oyes that saw things, a small
socicty was formed for studyiug tho natural
objects in that locality. ‘The Good Baok
saysof the heathen gods, *‘ Eyes have they
but they sce not.” But that could not he
said of these boys, for their eycs and cars
soon bocame very acute.

illiam made one rule for this socioty
which every imncmber hiad {o obsarve or be
expellod, and that was that no useful bird
was to be killed, no nest robbod or de-
stroyed, and no insect treatod cruelly. Thus
while the boys learned a great deal and
ware kot qut of bad eampany, thoy also
had their tender and humape feclings
onltiveted.

THE BUBY BRAVER.

Tur boaver is wall known as one of th,
wisest builders mnoni( anbhials. It is not
perhiaps, fo gonernlly kuown that ty,
mmuskrat almost cquals him in constructiv,
skill.  lero in o doseription of the w.usk,
rat and tho way in which hu builily bi;
housen with several stories aud spirsl stajs.
cafon |

‘The muskmt in somewhnt similar in ap
pearance to his dry-land cousin, but 14 i,
comparably larger.  The Lrown mushry,
which is larger Lun the black mukmg
when full grown, will measure twehe gy
fourteen inches from thic tip of the no-o g
the root of the tail, and his rat-like ciuly)
appondage somotimes attaing a length of
cight inches.

Next w the heaver, the muskmt is nne
of the moust ingeuious of rodents i the
construction of 1ts honses, and its mode of
hio and habuts ave very interesting. Ly
select the low river marsh lunds o9ttt
dwelling place, and thero they Luld ¢ wgp
homes. A location {8 preforred wa
is flooded at high ude, but whih i
clear of water at iow obb; nnd eivry
creek and almost every mtle ulet
the river affords imntmarablo postiions t ay
aro favewable.  Aftes doteiunnng uey
the exact position of their house, the mig
burrow leads or miniature tunhels from *he
water's edge at low tide to the spot upon
whicii tho house is 1o be ecected.  They
then set upon collecting material for ther
dwelling.  The tal) canes and coarse marsh
grass are cut down angd pulled in place, :and
tho marsh mud is used as o kind of moriar,
A large circulnr foundation is laid, and the

und floor arranged on a level with e
cads. Thils compfulcd. an upward lead &
made like aspiral sturway to tho secomd
floor, which is made into a rvomn similar to
the first, but of less circumfesence. A
third and somctimes a fourth floor j=*built,
with the spiral Jead rmning from the leve)
of the mamsh to the tap of the house, eack
succseding room being of somowhat les
diameter, up to the roof or dome, whic
acts as i water-shed.  ‘Tha height of oach
floor from the level of the mareh is regu
lated by the successive heights reached by
the tide, the top tlour being always higher
than the highest wateranark at flood-tide.
The rats are accial in thoir habits, and at
axtremecly low ebb, when the accommoda.
tions are greatest in the houses, quito a
number may be found in the same gt At
flood-tide fower are found in any anc house,
as the accommedation is Jumited th: u only
to the upper stories, which are {. ¢ of
water. .

“I CAN SWIMN, SIR.”

Duning a terrible naval battle between
the English and Dutch, the Euglish flag
ship, cominanded by  dmiral Narborough,
was drawn into the thickest of the fight
Two masts were scon shot away, and the
maimnast fell with a fesriyl cmaxh upon the

from tho right. Haitily seravlingan orde:
he called for voluntoess to swim acrosa thy’
boiling water under the kil of shot rai
shell. A doxen sailors 23 once affered
their services, aud. amonyz than a cabin

"‘Why," said the adm’ml, “what can
you ;lo, my fearless !:.Sl'{"‘ lied *1

¢ I can swim, sir,” the Loy repli Tt
T be shot, 1 e bo easier spnedp than any
one else.” .

Narborough hesitated; his men were
few, and his positiun wasdespecats.  The
boy plunged 1uto thu sez, amidst thechieers
of the sailors, and was soon lost ‘o sigb?
The battle ;aged fiercer, and as the tane
went on defeat scemed inevitable. s
just as hope was fading, a thunderin;
cannonado was heard from -the zighl, ane
the resorves were scon beariag dgwn upor
the encmy. DBy sunset the Dutch Ueet
were scattered far and wide, and the cabin:
boy, the hero of the Lour, was called in to
receivo the honour due to him. "Hia mod- -
osty and bearing se won the hoart
tho old admiral that he exclanned, 1
aball live o soe you have a flagship of your .
own!"” .
The prediction was fulfilled whon the
“cabin-hoy, Laying bocome Adinirul Cloud-
esley Shovel, aas knighted by the king,



