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CHRIST'S BETRAYAL.

AXD while he yet spake, lo,
Judas, one of the twelve, came,
and with him a great multitude
With swords and staves, from the
chief priests and elders of the
E?"Ple. Now he that betrayed
M gave them a sign, saying,
. hon‘lsoeﬂsr I shall' kiss, that
Ame is he: hold him fast. And
fOFthWith he came to Jesus, and
:‘d, H&il, master ; and kissed
Fﬂ'l- And Jesus said unto him,
riend, wherefore art thou come !
hen came they, and laid hands
;2}.']1&“" and took him. And,
Witl.;d’ one of them which were
y Jesus stretched out his
and, and drew his sword, and
s“:“"lf a servant of the  high
'I;:e“ 5 and smote off his ear.
" en 8aid Jesus unto him, Put
f(f 8gain thy sword into his place ;
* all they that take the sword
‘! perish with the sword.
Thinkest, thou that I caunot now
Pray to my Father, and he shall
fl'esently give me more than
h::"e legions of angels? But
fulﬁl]then shall the scriptures be
1 ed, that thus it must bet
t;: that same hour said Jesus to
® multitudes, Are ye come out
88 against, a thief with swords
"nfl Staves for to take me} I sat
daily with you teaching in the
temple, and ye laid no hold on
e.  But all this was done, that
thf’ Scriptures of the prophets
Wight be fulfilled. Then all the
disciples forsook him and fled.—

St. Matthew xxvi. 47-56.

HOW THE OYSTER BUILDS

HIS SHELL.

Tue body of an oyster is a
Eﬁ;‘;»h i:eaktth;ng, apparently incapable of doing
oyve, bg .a. all ; yet w.hat a marvellous house an
ok uxk.ls around his delicate frame! When
dot ay:tfer }s first born he is a very simple, delicate
| sheils it were, and yet he is born with his two

alva s‘:ip;n hlm For some unknown reason he
biv g es himself on his round shell, never on

at shell ; and, being once fixed, he begins to

8"‘;", but he grows in summer.
mn:f:ctan oyster-shell closely, and it will be
rings wat it-is mal:ked with -distinct lines. As the
1 tres h ] O_Pserve in the section of the trunk of a
1 o enote years of growth so does the marking
A oyster tell us how many years he has passed

OHRIST'S BETRAYAL.,

in his “bed” at the bottom of the sea. Buppose
an oyster was born June 15, he would go on grow-
ing up to the first line we see well marked ; he
would then stop for the winter. In the next sum-
mer he would more than double his size. In the
next he would add to this house. In the next two
years he would again go on building till he was
dredged up in the middle of his work in the follow-
ing year, when he would be five and a-half years
old.

The way in which an oyster builds his shell is a
pretty sight. I have watched it frequently, The
beard or fringe of an oyster is not only his breath-
ing organ—that is, his lungs—but his feeling

organ, by which he conveys the
food to his complicated mouth
with his four lips. ~'When the
warm, calm days of June come,
the oyster opens his shell, and by
means of this fringe begins build-
ing an additional story to his
house. This he does by deposit-
ing very fine particles of carbon-
ate of lime, till they at last form
a substance as thin as silver
paper and exceedingly fragile:
then he adds. more and more, till
at last the new shell is at least
as hard as the old shell. When
oysters are growing in their shells
they must be handled very care-
fully, as the new growth of shell
will cut like broken glass, and
a wound on a finger from an
oyster-shell is often very trouble-
some.—Frank Buckland.

“ AND UNDER HIS WINGS

SHALT THOU TRUST.
" Wg are told that during the
fierce cannonading of Nickajack,
a small bird came and perched
upon the shoulder of an artillery-
man, designated as “ No. 1,”
whose duty it is to ram down the
charge after the ammunition is
put in the gun. The piece was a
Napoleon, which makes a very
loud veport. The bird, perched
upon the man’s shoulder, could
not be driven from its position
by the violent motions of the
gunner. When the piece was
discharged, the poor little thing
would run its beak and head up
under the man’s hair at the back
of the neck, and when the report
died away would resume its place
on hisshoulder. Captain Babbitt
took the bird in his hand, but
when he released it, it resumed
its place on the shoulder of the smoke-begrimed
gunner. The soene was witnessed by a large
number of officers and men. Possibly, frightened
at the violent commotion caused by the baittle,
and not knowing how to escape nor where to go,
some instinct led it to throw itself upon the gunner
as a protector. Was it something like this the
Psalmist was thinking of when he wrote the
ninety-first Psalm %

“MotnER,” said a little boy, “ I waked up thank-
ing ?‘rod.” That is waking up beautifully. A child
waking up so will never come down-stairs cross, or |
find fault with his breakfast.




