
indian ~sin

exodu; is, as lis ailready heen statcd;
and, sccondly. bccluSc t1)i' co)untry
cannoi paosizbly support Ille people.
Tiiere is no land faining to begin
withL the whole conutl is an imlnicnse
Swamlp, interspersed withl rocks' is-
lands, lakes and rivers. I n thc village
itsclt, anîd it comipriscs thc wvho1e
tilLable land ini this recrion, ecctint;
sonie snialI patches used by the lon.
Hudson Bay Co., therc is flot more
than thirty or forty acres of claycy
soil, harrcn at that, a kind of white
clay' %ith a few inchcs of loaxny soul
on the toip. But what is that aniong
so nianv? 'Hien the season is so short
and dry that potatoes thiciiseives nevcr
ripen properly ;oats and barley ivill
gr-o% pretty wvcli, but will not niake
food to eat ; %vlieat bas been grown
here three or four seasons \vith goodl
success, during the thirty odd years
since the Wission bas heeiî establish-
ed. Two of these seasons occurred
while the Rcv. E. R. Youing was here.
The last year he wvas here he sowed
wheat, which proved an entire faiiurc.
1 sowcd soine last year, which also
failed, and so conipletelv did it fail, as
in both these instances thie seed could
flot be saved. NoNv you can sec the
uiecessity of the case.

\7 ou ask, wvili they better them-
selves? Most assuredly, for the fol-

lowving, rcasons : The place they'are
going to is a good farmning country;
there is plenty of timiber for building,
the cliniatc is miuch %vanner, the sumn-
mer longer, and consequently wheat
can be growvn successfully.

The oniy question now is, wvhat can
bc done for themn? Already there
are fifteen or twenty Christian Indians
at " Grasý,y Narroivs," and they say
about forty scholarable children, so
there w~ill be (countingr those wvho
have received the sacrament from us
at " Grassy Narrows") in ail one liun-
drcd miemnbers of our Church, and
over one hundred children, for us
to nmake provision for spiritually and
intellectuali v.

For the prescrnt, 1 alloiv my teacher
andi interpreter, Peter Badger, to
accomnpany them- as catechist, and
teacher when they get the school-

house buiît, until dlifferent arrange-
moents bc 1jirma.ncntly- mnale for theni.

As the people are nearly aIl leaving
the " Crooked 'Iturn," or Norway
River, that school %vil] be br-oken up,
so i wiil bring John Sinclair to the
villaige to take Peter Badger's place.

While i was away to District Meet-
ing, a lettci camle fromn Peter l3lardie,
Chief of the Indian tribe at Grand
Rapids, mnouth of Saskatchewan, urg-
ing us to send thein a mnissionary.
Thcy did xîot receive any letter froin
Archideacon CoNvley at Christinas,
as they expected, so they have given
UI) their depenclance on the Episco-
palian Church to supply thcmn Nith a
miissionary, and anxiously look to
us for assistance.

The Rev. George Young, our es-
teemned Chairmnan, wvill represent to
you the importance of occupying this
station, as it wvîll evidently be quite a
business place soon. On accouint of
the change in the Hudson Bay Co.'s
traffic, already micntioncd, necarly ail
their iniand supplies wvill, for the
futture, bc Ianded here, and portaged
past the rapids, and reshippedi again
on the steamiboats. There~ili be con-
stant communication bctwveen Grand
Rapids and Winnipeg by the Com-
pany's lake steamier; then this wlvI
be the great outiet for the produce of
the greater part of the Saskatchewan
\Valley in future.

1 referreci to their circumnstances.
and thecir great wvant of a mnissionary
and teacher in my last letter to you.

1 have ivritten an introductory letter
to the chiidren of the Sydenham
Sabbath-school, Kingston, wvhich is
intended to bc foilowed by comminuni-
cations fromn this Mission on subjects
connected wvith MNfissionary life, wvork,
schools, &c., which %vould be interest-
in- to children of Sabbath-schools.

The reason for such a series of
letters is as follows : about a year ago
1 heard that somei Sunday-school in
Ontario had taken Rossville M.ý,ission
as the special object of its Missionary
exertions, to carry out wvhich design
letters were regularly to be sent, direct
fromn the Minister in charge to the
Superintendent of the school, to be


