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that respect. Hitherto we have not done so, except
to a comparatively trifling extent, taking the actual
results into consideration. We have constructed a
chain of canals unequalled in the new world or the
old; we have one of the flnest railroads on this conti-
nent, extending from Sarnia to River du Loup and
Portland; yet our proportion of the traffic, to obtain
which these great works were undertaken, is but a
small modicum ofthe whole. Weare aware thatcvery
ingenious reasons have been giver in explanation of
this circumstance; but one thing is plain, and that is,
that we have as yet failed to reap tho promised good
we were to derive from them. As far asdirect profits,
in the shape of tolls, go, they bave been, in mercantile
phraseology, unpaying concerns, and the indirect
benefits to our commerce &re immeasurably under
what we were led to expect, as the statistics of the
‘Western and Lake trade fully prove. It follows, then,
either that we were in error in wasting our money on
a foolish enterprige, or that the work is only partially
done and must be completed, to accomplish the de-
pired end. 7The last is, undoubteldly, the conclusion
which will be generally adoptcd. But it so happens
that, as a rule, the persons who are loudest in their
demands for these measures, are also the loudest in
their demands for economy and the retrenchment of
the public expenditure. In short, they want railways
and canals, and they want to keep the country out of
debt—both praise-wrothy objects, but somewhat at
variance with each other. The science ot firance has
yet failed to perform such a mirecle in any country
placed in the circumstances of these Provinces. What
is there, then, to be done?

The subject is involved in difficulties. If we borrow
money for the purpose, that means additional indebt-
edness, and that, again, means additional taxation.
This, if possible, should be avoided; and the present
condition of the United States must convince the most
skeptical of the prudence of doing so. For example,
the local and general taxation in the State of New
York is now about $200 per family, or $49 per head,
including men, women and children; and if this ratio
continues or increases, it must produce an immense
mass of pauperism at no distant period. No advance
in the aggregate property of the nation can prevent
the evil. The wealthy may sustain the burden, but it
will entail utter ruin on the poorer classes—and there
will always be such—whose entire property it will
gradually devour. As, once in Ilome, ro man could
escape the justice, or injustice of the Kmperor, so iu
the United States, no mau can escape from the grasp
of the tax collector. He cau, at most, but frea him-
self from a portion of his load: he may, by fleecing
‘West or South, cast off the local imposts of New York
or New England, but the great burden of the Federal
taxation he bears with Lim everywhere within the
wide limits of the Univn. Il a large public debt is
oalculated to be so injurious to our richer neighbours,
we may easily imagine how it would be with ourselves
under similar or analogous circumstances. We ques-
tion, for instance, if there would be a ¥rench Cavadian
landholder in the P’rovince of Quebec at the end of
1his century, and thousands of others would ecqually
be sufferers, We might, indeed, extract some con-
solation from the reflection that our money was ex-
pended on works of utility ond progress, while that of
the Americans was wasted in the prosccution of a war
which destroyed thie pcople’s property, wholly and
forever, as completely a3 if it were sunk in the depths
ot the ovean But taxation is taxation, originate how
it may. Some persouns ingist that, in future, all our
public works must be of a remunerative character,
that is to say, they murt pay interest on the money
expendcd on them, and morg it possible.  This would
be highly desirable, but the experience we have
derived (rom our existing canals and railroads almost
precludes such a hope, for some time to come, without
orippling our trade—thus thwarting the great aim of
our ambition, exertions and sacrilices, namely, the
increase of that trade.

As a commercial quostion, this is probably the most
complex and difficult that the Governmeut and I’ar-
liament of the Dominion will have to grapple with
On tho one hand, it is felt that the country cannot do
without the works necessary for the improvement of
our means of communication with the interior, as well
a; ihe Lower Provinces; on the other hand, they have
to consider the enormous expense, and the conse-
quences of plunging the country in debt beyond its
capacity to bear. And even when they have decided

ou the best course to adopt in the matter, there is the
further difficulty of carryirg it out, & task which, then
only begins,

UKAFPE CULTURE,

/P UREE years ago Mr. Wm. Steveunson, of the
Guelph Nurse y, p'auted a very choice assort-
ment of viues, with the mtention ot introducing them
fur exteusive cultivation throughout the county. He
has just gathered in hus first crop—8 ngh und heavy
one—that seils readily for L0c @ pound.—G uelph paper.
The above is one of several ex(racts from the
local press of Qutario regarding the suceesstul culture
of the grape in that Yrovince. Woare glad to know
that considerable propress has been made in grape
culture throughout the couulry of lale years. 1his
season has, we believe, wituessed greater progress
than usual; but still there is a large field for enter-
prising men to cccupy. Few crops can be made to
pay better than grapes can. Not 8 fevy men are mak-
ing money out of them in various places, and msrfy
more families might find profitable empluyment in
their culture. There are several varieties of grapes
which suit our climate well, and which can generally
be relied upon for a good crop The market is good
and what are uot so sold, can be made into wine, of
which considerable quantities are now annually made
and sold. Besides those making a business of cultiva-
ting the grape every farmer should plant mo:e or less of
them. They do not require a great deal of care, and
no fruit is more delicious in its season. We are glad
to know that grape growing is increasiug among the
people of Canada, and we trust it will not be long
until it is pretty general among the agricultural por-

tion of our population,

ANTI-CONFEDERATION AND TRADE.

E canpot help reverting once more to the proba-

ble commercial consequences ot the late elec-

tions in Nova Scotia, both as regards the interests of
that Province and of the rest of the Dominion. We
trust that the excitement which go largely prevailed
during the contest which has rezulted so unfavorably
to the Union party, will now give place to calmer
feelings and counsels, and that having won the fight,
the victors will duly consider the naturc and extent of
the responsibility which their success im .ses upon
them. The weltare of their constituents is, of course,
their first consideration aud duty, and widely as we
differ from them on the question of Confederation, we
have no doubt that, from their point of view, they will
not be wauting in that respect. We have never
blamed, and we do not now blame, the Nova Scotians
tor having exhibited some irritation at the mode in
which the Union with the other Colonies was carried
through, but we certainly wore surprised at the
pas'smnnte resistance offered by them to the measure.
Weimagined, from former indications, that they would
be the last to oppose it, if proffered on fair terms,
and they have yet fuiled to show that the terms em-
bodicd in tho Iraperial Act are notfair. But it were a
wearisome task to fight that old battle over again, and
wa shall not attemnpt it. Enough that the four Pro-
vinces of Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia, arein the meanwhile, at least, joined together,
for better or for worse, for richer or for poorer; and
every man of sense, and every good subject among us,
ought to seo the wisdum and policy of making the best
ol tho actual situation. To Unionizts and Anti-Union-
ists, alike, this is the only course now left opon. But
4o return to the commercial aspect of the subject. In
the first place, there is, we conceive, considerable dan.
ger that the turn affuirs hive taken in Nova Scotia
may interfere with the construction ot the Intercolo-
nial Railway. We must remember that the money
guaranteed for the purpose cannot be procured with-
out the congent of the llome Government, which hasthe
power, at any moment, to arrestthe issue of the neces-
cary securities. Ifthe people «f Nuva §cotia, their repre-
sentatives in the Local and Federal Legislatures, and
the Local Government, should attempt to give effect to
the anti-Union senfiments which were 30 rife at the
recent elections, is it at all likely that the British
Ministry would consent to carrying out the provisions
of the Union Act bearing on the railway? We think
not; we think they would not be justified in 8o doing,
inasmuch as it would be a breach of the trust with
which thoy were invested by Pariisment. This would
put a stop to the conetruction of the road, for an in-
definate period, perhaps for the preseut generation.
Again, the anti-Union movement in Nova Scotia is
calculated to depress the trade to and from that Pro-
vince and the St. Lawrence, which bas considerably
increased of late, and promises to swell to large pro-
portions in the early future. Trade is highly sensitive,

and threats of a dissoulution of the Uunion would
fatally affect the traflic between the KEastern and
Western section of the Dominion, whiie that traflic is
still only struggling into existence, 8o to speak. Then
again, next to the Intercolonial Railway, we regard
the construction of the Bay Verte canal as an ahso-
lutely needful work under Confederation. Anti-Union
agitation would kill off that project also. Pesides all
this, there would come up the question whether, for a
time at all events, the Dominicn might not do as well
without Nova Scotia. Many New Brunswickers argue
that we might thereby save the expense of extending
the Intercolonial Railway into Nova Beotian territory,
and that Bt. John and other New Brunswick ports
afford a nearer and therefore cheaper seaboard termi-
nus than Halifax does. These are rather grave subject-,
which our Eastern friends will have to reflect upor,
before they declare wer against Confederation, even
ahould the'r efforts, as they must, be wholly unsuccess-
ful.

SILVER IN NEW BRUNSWICK.

N a series of articles on the mineral resources of
New Brunswick, published in the Trade Review
of the present year, allusion was made to the rich de-
posits of antimony ore found st Prince William,
twenty miles above Fredericton, and within a very
short distance of the bank of the River St. Johm,
Within the past week or {wo, some important dis-
coveries have been made in connection with this mine,
which, if borne out by after investigation, will place
it in the first rank of paying mineral properties. These
antimony mines have been in the hands of an Ameri,
can Company, and have beeu worked at intervals
during the last two years, but owing, we believe, to
some misunderstanding resppcting the claims, the
active working of them has been latterly abandoned.
However, it seems that the owners of one portion of
them (Messrs. Hutchinson and Lawrence) were led to
suspect the existence of silver in combination with the
antimony, and a careful examination led to the dis-
covery of a vein of surprising richness. Seversl careful
assays of the ore have been made, and the results have
shewn a production of nearly an ounce of silver to the
pound of ore. Extraordinary as this may appear, it is,
we believe, a fact beyond a doubt. From one specimen
subjected to analysis, 156 dwts. 15 grains ot pure silver
were taken from 16 ounces of the ore. A conversation
with a gentleman who has been for many years en-
gaged in mining operations in California, and who is,
besides, possessed of a thorough scientific and prac-
tical knowledge of the subject, strengthens the proba-
bility of this discovery being one ot gieat importance,
He had never seen the New Brunswick mine, but Le
informs us that the whole of the silver produced in
California is found in combination with antimony,
and that two per cent. would amply repay the cost of
separation, as the antimony is not in any way injured
by the procesc.

As the deposit we have been speaking of is situated
within & few miles of navigabie water, and there is
abundance of fuel in the immediate neighbourhood,
We see no reason to doubt that with proper manage-
ment this will become a very profitable affair.

There is one feature connected with the develop-
ment of the mineral wealth of the Dominion to which
we would like to call attention. It isthis: Almost
all our mineral enterpriges are in the hands of Ameri-
can capitalists, We cannot now enumerate them, but
everybody knows that such is the case. Now, we
would not be for a moment understood as wishing to
throw any obstacle in the way of their development by
Americans or any ofher capitalists. It is far better
that any body should step in to develop these hidden
treasures, than that they should lie idle and unproduc-
tive; but we cannot understand the strange apathy
and indifference ot our own people to these, parhaps,
the most valuable and important of our natural re-
sources. We could name half a dozen American Com-
panies who are paying handsome dividends from min-
ing properties, every dollar of which might, and
ought, to remain with ourselves. Why is this? There
is a wide line of demarcation between the operations
of ““bogus’ companies, whose only object is to rig the
New York market and eell ehares at & premium, and
the operations of bona fide investors; neither are any
great powers of discrimination required to distinguish
between the two. Making every sllowance for cir-'
cumstances, we cannot but think that itis a matter
for grave rogret, that so valuable & portion of our
natural wealth should be allowed to slide almost with.;
out an effort lnto the hands of foreigners. '



