
20 Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda

Lesson VIII. JESUS AT THE POOL 0F BETHESDA February 23, 1908
BETWEEN THE LESSONS-Jesus nt Jacob's Wcll lad spoken (eh. 4: 35) of its boing thon four months

before tho harvest scison, which began in the middle ufe1pril. It ivas ticcrefore about the middle of Decembor
when Ho came into Galilce and wrought LIe miracle of Iealing the nohleinan'e son (Seo last Lassan). The
fansL spokon of ini to-day's Lesson was probably the F eat of Purim, held in Mlarcb,t4o commemorate the de-
liverance of the Jowvs by Queen Esther from, the iokcd plot of Haman, Esth. 9 : 21, 22, 26. the intcrval
botween last Lesson and to-day's was, therefore, about thrc inontîs. We are not told how Jesus was accu-
pied during this trne.

GOLDEN TEXT-imself taok aur infirmities, and bare aur sicknc:;sca. -Matthcw 8: y 7.
Memorize vs. 8, 9. THE LESSON PASSAGE-Johni 5 : 1-9. Study John 5 :1-18.

1 Aftcr 1 this thoere was n feast of the Jevs ; and
Je'sus %vent up to Jeru'salom.

2 Now thoere is 2 at Joru'salom by thc shcop
3 mark-et a p ool, Nvhieli la callcd 4 in the Be'brewv
tongue Bethes'da, liaving five porches.

3 In theso la y a 4 great multitude of 8 impotent
folk of hhind, liaIt, nrithcroc, 7 waiting for the moving
of the water.

4 For an angel went down at a certain scason
into the pool, and troublod the water : whosoever
thon first after the troubling of the wator stopped
in *as made whole of whatsoever disease hoe had.

5 And a certain man Nvas there, whichi lîad 8an

infirmity thiirty and eiglît years.
6 When Jo sus saw iiim 0 lie, and know that hoe

had boen now a long time in thait ease, hoe saitli unto
lii, 10 Wilt LIou ha made wlnole ?

7 The Il impotent man answorcd lira, Sir, I havt
no man wîen tIe water is troubled, to put me into
the pool : but while I arn comning, anothor steppeth
down beforo me.

8 Je'sus saith unto hira, 12 Rise, take up thy bcd,
and walk.

9 And 13 immediately the man was made wvhole,
and took up his bcd, and walked:- and on the saine
day wvas the sabbath.

Revised Version 1 theso things ;2 in ;3 gate ;4 in H-ebrow ; 3 Omit great ; 6 thorm that were sick ; 7 
Omit

front %vaiting, Io end of v. 4 ; 8 been thirty and ciglit years in his inflrmity ; 9 lyiîg ; 10> Wouldest ; Il sick;
12 Arise ; 13 straigîtway.

D)aily Reading-s-(Courtesy, I.B.R.ýA)-M.-Jsus nt tIc Pool of Bethesda, John 5 : 1-18. T.-Crist's
authority, John 5 .19-30. WV. -Testimony to Christ, John 5 : 31-47. Th. -Helper of the helpîcas, Luke 5 .
17-26. F.-A question unanswered, Mkt. 3 : 1-8. S.-Objectors ±ilenced, Luko 13 : 10-17. S.-Thanke-
giving, Paîr 107 : 1-15.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED
I. A DESPERzATE CASE.-

1-5. .Alter this ; that is, the
healing of the nobleman's son"
-aw long after is told in, k
Betwecn the Lessons, which
also explains whicî feast of the
.Tews is likoly meant. JesUs
went up ta Jerusalemn. It -

wau not required that the Jcws
8hould go to Jerusalern to kee
the fent of Purim , but many
wcnt, and the presence of ~
the crowds would afford Jesus ý
a guud opportunity fur teaching
and preadhing. By the shoep
gate (Ilev. Ver.); a gate near
the temple, ta the east of the
city (Neh. 3. 1, 32 ; 12 ; 39),
prohably so named fram its
leading to a sheep market.
Pool .-. Bethesda, mcaning,
'House of Mercyl'. For furtlior
information, sce Gcograpîy "WILT TROU BE
Lesson. Imapotentlk ; help-
less through disease. Tîrce classes are named.
Hait; lame. Withorod ; having some limb wasted
away. The Rev. Ver. omits the at part of v. 3
and the whole of v. 4. A certain man . . thera ;
who attracted the notice and excited tIe sympathy
of Jesus. An tnftrmitY thirty and eiglit yaars.
Tho groat Physician selected tIe very warst case.

II. A MiGHTY H-EALER.-6. Jesus saw hlmn
lia. With Jesus, to sec need is always ta hclp it.
Hnow . .long tima. Ho knew the past of this
sick man, as Hoe liad knowa that of the Samaritan

woman, ch. 4 : 18. Saith un-
to 1-m; without any rcquost
frorn the auffArer. Wilt thau
be made whole ? A question

Y ta rouso the iman ta hope and
,Ï - Cexpoctatian.

7. Sir, I have no man. It
was not a question of a choice,
but of a chance. Water ls

Stroubled. Ia the pool there
was probably an intermitctent
spring, which bubbled Up lit
intervals, and for a brief periud
after this happened, the watcr
lad curative powcrs. (See Geug-
raphy Lesson.) No one could
tell jupt whon the - roubling'
migît happen. It must ho wait-
cd and watched for, and. takenjadvantage of without delay.

,JTo put me Into the pool;
literally "trow me intol":

MADE WHOLE ?"I thora was no time for quiet
carryiog. Whlle 1 amn com-

ing ; without help, and therefore slowly. An-
other . . before me. The entrance ta, the pool
seems ta have been narrow, sa that only o could
enter at a time.

III. A COMPLETE CURE.-S, 9. .Tesus saith;
following up Bis offer (v. 6), as Re always follows
Bis offers, hy an actual gift. Rise; fiing off tIc
weakness of thirty and eight years. Taire upe thy
bed; a mat or rug which could ho Tolled up. Such
lads ara still commonly used in tIe East. Immatn-
dlately. . made whole. With the bidding of


