
The celebration of birtlidays wvas a pagan
oustom, abhorrent te the Jews because, con-
nccted with idolatrous worship. It vas coin-
mon amengst the Egyptians (Gen. 40: 20,)
Persians, Greelcs, and Romans. The Herods
celobrated their birthdays with snob magnifl
cetice that they passed into a proverb. "lA
Ilcrod's day."1 (fferodis die8.)

Mark tells us that a splendid company was
misembled consisting of the civic- and niilitary

dignitaries of Galilee, together with the most
iiifluential personages in the province who
-%ere not in the service cf the Tetrarch.

Mark says that the dancer -,vas Ilthe daugh-
ter cf Herodias herseif" Il.e. Herodias' own
(laughter. The empbiasis expresses the scoru
cf the writer. She dcgradcd bier own daugli-
ter iute, a conîmon dancing girl, in order to
play upon the wvorst passions cf Herod, and by
thiem gain bier purpose.

11cr naine was Salomne. "l11cr dance vwas
doubtless cf a mimietie aud wvanton character"
(Mleyer,) a statement whvichb is amply war 'rant-
ed by %vhat ve know of the custoras cf that
day and the nierais cf tbe court of Herod.

To engage in such a dance with a circle cf
men ail around Ilwas te forget eveu the
lecency and deccrtu cf a Jevvish maid."1
(Lange.) Contrast tbe modesty of the beathen
queeu ini Estber 1: 10-12. (But see 'what Dr.
?derriil says li " Lesson Illustrations.")

6.--The conduct cf H[erod is a wveakc imita-
tion cf grand mcnarchs. ic %vas nothing, and
held bis tetrarcby by grace cf Cîesar (Compare
Esther 5: 3-6 ; 7: 2.) Perhaps Salome had
been Ilbefore instructed cf bier mother"1 to
secure any promise in this *way, in case that
wben sobered, Jlerod should refuse to perforra

8."Before intuide (R.V. "put for-
ward') Herodias suggested the hideous re.
quest. "The girl flew to hermnotherand said
'wbat sball Iask' 1?"I
It was exactly wbat Herodias expected, and

she mnight bave asked fer robes, or jewels, o:
palaces, or whatever such a woman loves;, bul
t<> a niind like ber's revénge, was sweeter thax
vwealth or pride, and #avecan imagine witl
what fierce malice she bissed out tbe unliesitat
ing answer, IlThe head cf John the. Baptizer.'
(Farrar).

A ",Charger"1 is a large plitter for 'wbicl

other disbes arc rcplenishcd or "obiarged."
The Greek word means " a wooden trencher,'
sunli dishcs having beeu made cf wood in
primitive times.

9.-I-erod vas sorry for several resens:
1. H1e shrank frein the decd, espccially iu

the midst cf jovial fcasting. It vas an iii-
omnened ending te a birthday banquet.

2. Hie had a superstitions, if net a conscien-
tieus fear cf the consequences.

3. It vas a dangerous tbing to do, for ail the
people held John te bie a prophet, and they
migbt risc in rebellien te, avenge hin.

4. Hie did not feci bis rebukes se, keenly as
licrodias did, and se did not cberish snob vin-
dîctive designs against Mis.

5. H1e feit aunoyed at being outwitted by
Herodias, whem hie b»ad becs holding baok from
slaying John.

But 'ho feit compelled hy a false sense of
honor. R.V. IlFor the sake cf his oah.
He had reiterated bis promise again and again.
Sncb an cati eugbt net te bave been kept
(Lev. 5:* 4-6, 10.) 11e had promised Ileveu,
te the balf cf bis kingdem" I but this was risk-
ing the whole. A true sense cf honor ivould
have cast the shanie upc» the damsel for
taking a mean advantage.

Whien ose has begun wreng, repeutance'is
more honorable than persistance. But lierod
was sensitive te, the sncers cf the sycophants
around bim.

10, 1 1.-It is wortb neting that Mark, 'wbe
wrote his gospel for the Romans gives here the
namne cf the officiai who acted, as executioner.
It is a Latin word sicaning "1a watober,"1 one
cf the bedy guard. The narrative conveys the
impression that the banquet was beld at
MachSrus, where John was imprisoned, and
that %Il was ever in a few moments.

Had the feast bec» held at Tiberias, as some
suppose, two days muet bave elapsed beforea
the head could bave becs brought. Horrible

-as sucb a scene appears it was net strange, in
those, days. Jerome says tbat Hleroclias treat-
cd the poor besd with savage indiguity.

12.-Tradition tells us that Herodias ordered
-the headlcss, trnnk te, be flung over tbe battie-
ments for dogs and vultures te, devour. (Far-
rar.) John's disciples hencefortb attacbed,

i thernselves te Jesus.


