
Nehemniah's Prayer

pricions was thse favor of Estern kings.

At tsst, after four monthe (m0e ch. 2), the

opportuuity came for Nehemiah to pressent
bis petition for permission to go and rebuild
the walls of Jerusalem. Hi@ request wes

granted, and Lesson k. will describe the

carrying out of bis plans.

Light fromn the East

Tfie luNG-Was, no doubt, Artsxerxee.
LongLmanus (Loughsnded), who reigned 464-

425 B.C. The naone signifies that ln bis

day the Persian spear reeehed fer. He ws

the third son of Xsrxes, sud after bis fatber's
seesintien displayed much energy lu

reacbiug thse throne by crusbing thse opposing
forces uder bis brothers sud suppreesing
a revoit iu Egypt. Aflter he reacbed thse

throne hie in described as a good-natured
but weak sovereign, ruled by bis wives aud
favorites, an account whicb harmonizes witb

the glirupees of birn in Nebenuah. Iu bis
reign the ruler of Syris revolted, sud this
chsnged the bistory of lerael.

CIIPBEAER-Eastern despote were alwsys
subject to court intrigues and were con-
stantly in danger of poison, therefore the
person whoso office it was to serve the king
with food and drink was always one attached
to the sovereign by the strongest ties, and
whose Ioyalty was not open to the least sus-
picion. (H1e had himeelf to teste everytbing
that hie presented to thse king.) This made
the post one tu be coveted by the nobles
because of thse influence which it gave them
with the king sud lu the affaire of etate.

APPLICATION

In Shuahase the paWae, v. 1. Oftentimes
by thse books of a sedgy river, wbere tbe
weeds eae cuerse sud rsuk, -ay be fouud s

delicate fiower scenting the
e nleypoisonous air wlth ite perfurne,

suu ad redeeming ite surroundings

by ite lovelinees. So, ton, lu thse met
uulikely places Christian virtues may be
fouud to flourleb. In Shushan, thse palace,
luxurious, effeminate, drunken, debauched,
iu thse Est Eud alus of London, amidet
ail ite metropolitan vice, there stand out men
like Nebemish, of fervid prayer sud piety.
They are nt thse creatures, but thse cou-
querors, of circumstances. Godes gase lu
their heerte le s power etroger tIssu on-
vîronnmeut.

Hanani, oes of may brethrsn, camse, v. 2.
It we thse eimple sud toucbing appeal of a
native Christian that moved our cburch to

laertuties undertakre its noble sud nuc-
.ed ceseful missin tu Koroa. Tid-

Ieeplcctlef luge of thse great ueed lu heathen

lande le eure to send Christian peuple te tbeir
knees lu praYer to God. And, if teIs prayers
cas hollest, they wiIl rie witb thse reenîve
to gîve ail tIse belp iu their power. Were
thse mlssiouary periodicals more widely'sud
earefully rend, there would. ho more zeal lu
tIse cause of missions. Head, learu, tell,
deflulte facto about thse church's worlc iu

besthen lande. Information le tIse fuel of

inspiration. Knowledge arouses entbusiaem,
and moves to action.

Wept. .mourned..foord, v. 4. The prayers

that prevail are tbe prayers that corne straigbt
and bot from a beart tirat feele its own and

its neighbnr's need. Formai
Pryer "ha' sud feble petitions that corne

prvn from the lips merely, ere power-
les to bring help. If, wben we are ou our
knees, there is no burden upon our heart,

notbing that we long to bave for ourselves
or others, let us not pretend that there is,
but frankly confees our coldness, sud si God
to take away our'stony bearts sud give us
besrts that bonestly realize thir lack sud
eeek above aIl tbings Hie blessing.

God oJ heaven. .greai and terrible, v. 5.
Thse tiuy minnow in bis little creek may per-
bape formi an ides, of thse beundlese ocean;

but bow much greater the ocean
Thet Streni le than tbe miunow's thoughte

Ar tHeof it 1 So it le witb our think-

ing about God. We know that H1e le power-
fui, but we cannot masure Hie migbt. H1e
guides thse storm, He smnde sud stille tbe
eartbquake, He fille aIl esrth sud beaven.
But tbere le teroer in the power of God only
to those wbo, are Hie fues. For thos that
trust Hlm, that strong seim of Hie le ever
outetretcbed to protect, sud defeud.

Coalse the ois o.... larssel, iMlich e have
gineeed, v. 6. It ln easy enough to confece
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