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minutes, Get a ticket for Stafford,
‘T'ako no noticoof me. If I° rush past
you, or even got into tho samo compart.
mout as yourself, do not look at me.
When you nrrive at Stafford go to your
liotel, any nothing nbout your loss to
anyouo till you sco me. I shall bo with
you about four o'clack.’ I went to Staf.
ford, sottled mysolf in tho coffec-room of
tho fiotel, and, though the people about
wondered at my return, I kopt my own
connscl,, 1 ordercd dinnor, a8 a matter
of conrse, but nothing could I cat.

“ Four o'clock came; five; six, My
travelling friend did not appear. Could
I bo hoaxed? You wmny imagine the
stato of my mind and nervous system—
desoribe them I cannot, Towards seven

- o'clock he walked in, as ho said, * just to
show himself,’ Could give me no hope.
‘Keep yoursclf quiet,’ snid he; ¢ I'll seo
sou egain at nine,’ and went away.
¢+ Nine !’ said I to mysclf, ‘that will be
ten or later’ However, at half-past
cight in came tho dotcetive, and said,
‘Como out quictly with me.’ I went
with him to tho police station, where I
was troduced to tho supermtendent,
and shown mnto & dimly lighted rvom.
Tho supenutendent, pwuting to svme
thuig in'the cormer;’said, Ts that: your
box? Yes; there it was. At firt I
was ready to danco for joy; but,in a
woment, I thought, here is the box, but
how about thie conteuts? Whero are the
watches ? The box was opened—overy
watch was there—but not only were the
trays sadly baltered about, nesrly every
watch.glass was broken, and the watches
arranged—or, rather, disarranged—in a
most remarkable manner. The first
thing I did was to select n twenty guinea
watoh, aud presoot it to the deteotivo,
my noxt to invite him and the superin-
tendent to supper, Theo superintendent
declined, but tho detective came, and we
kopt it up rather late. I was nol n very
oarly riser on the following morning.

“we¢ Wol)," said I, ‘how did it all come
about ?’

¢ Jn this way. The dotective and an
assistan, were on the track of two men
.suspected of robbisg and attempting to
murder & farmer in Yorkshire on his
return from market. They bhad tracked
the thioves to Holyhend, and then lost
soant. My affair, throngh tho fortupate
circunmstanco of the dotective getting into
tho same compartment as myself, put
them on the right track, and hence the
rosult. Thoy were caught at Stafford.
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A strugglo ensued, which accounted for
the breakago of the watoh glasses ; and
tho fellows wero tried and convioted sub-
scquontly for the othor offonce.”

“ How about Lever and Garnet ?" said
Bould.

‘I went up tho noxt day and reported
the watter faitkfully.”

“ Well

* They disoharged me.”

“ BSorved you right,” snid Larkey,
scaior.

*Havd lines—very!” observed Bald-
win in » sympathetie tone.

* But they reiustuted mo the next day,
saying thoy hoped tho affair would bo a
warding o mo to be moro caroful in
fature.”

Hero the door opened, and the Boots
of the ¢ Seraph” put in bis head, ¢ Mr,
Baldwin, your portmaniean's come, sir,
and quite safe.” *That's a relief,” said
Baldwin. “Ring the waiter's bell."—
J. R., in On the Road.

ARTIFICIAL DIAMONDS,

——

New York Post .—\While the attempts
of clicunsts to manufacture genuine dia-
wouds have always ended in failure (ex

‘copt, porhaps, in the production of carbon

atows tvo minute to have any commercial
value), the wany Jfforts to imitate the
diamond bave resulted 1 consideraklo
success, and all previvus imitations have
been surpassed through a process lately
introduced in France. Large quantitios
of the artficial gems thus made have re-
cently been imported into this country,
where they are sold in the trado under
the rame of * heliolas,” a diminutive of
the Greek word helios, the sun. They
are roanufactured from the colourless
glass known as stras, which bas long
been extensively used as a basis for arti-
ficial jewels, but which in this case is
subjected to o mew treatment.  After the
application of great heat, this substance
is plunged into cold water, and the con-
sequont sudden chilling has a powerful
contracting influence, so that the grain
of the strass becomes exceedingly close
aud fine., Henco the glaes is made very
clear and transparent, and given a re-
markably hard surface, which is suscep-
tible of & high polish. Then it is out and
polished like o real dinmond, the ocutter
using a leaden wheal, with oil and dia-
mond dust ; but, while tho genuine stones
are always cut singly, a number of the
heliolas are fastenod with wax in 8 row

upon a stick and are nll oul at the same
time. For the origiual foil backing to
givo brillinnoy to an arlificial gem, a very
small bit of foil is substituted, which is
attaohod to the outlet, or centro of the
back. In this way tho transparoncy of
tho stone is preserved, while the light ia
reflooted into its henrt.

When first made in Paris, about two
years ago the heliolas were producad in
cory aratively small numbers, and, being
sold by but fow establishments, were in.
troduced at first amopg, tho_bettor class
of poople, for whom thoy wore set in siive:
combs, tiaras, and other ornaments for
the hawr, Their brilliancy and closo re.
semblance to genuine diamonds gradually
cansed o large demand for them, and the
Parig trade in them became extensivo
about a year ago. Their importation to
this country began some seven or eight
months since, and is, mther singularly,
controlled by a Maiden Lane firm of
dealers in genuino dinmonds, They are
used for a variety of purposes. Besides
being suited for stage jewels, they are
largely taking the place of Rhino stones,
in back combs, and they are sct in rolled
plate or low-carat gold for jewollery of
every form. To a much greater estent

‘thén the-wminitinted wounld imagine-they

are worn by ladies who are the ownersof
real dismonds, but who bave temporarily
parted with the possession of their gews.
When a speoulator in Wall-street or else.
where “‘comes to grief’ ofa serious char-
acter, it is not infrequently found advis-
ablo to pawn his wife's diamonds if they
represent a considérnble capital It is
also considered advisable that their ab.
scuce should not be remarked, and as
temporary substitutes the heliolas aro
found very convenient and deceptive.

A jeweler of this city sucoceded last
geason in greatly astonishing the guests
of a sumwer hotel, where he was staying
with his wife and several daughters. A
ball being givenat.thexesort, haborrowed
from friends in the trade a lirge quantity
of heliola jewelry, and the fomale mea-
bers of the family appeared at the enter
tainment in such a blaze of gems that the
admiration and suvy excited were sur
passed by the general amazement.

Thio heliolas are out in both brillisnt
and rose forms, aud are of a]l sizes,
shapes, and colours. Generally they are
pure white. The unset stones are ; ded °
in certain sizes, to conform to the caret
sizes of genuine diamonds, and aro sold,
according-to sizo, at from $20 to $50 per




